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D EADERS wi l l  mosl  l ikely be
I\-aware of the nronosal made Iast

i 3

year that the genedc name
of Acacia be conserved
with a new Type species
chosen from the 'Australian

group' of the genus (Orchard &
Maslin 2003). (Refer to the article
inWestemWildlife,Vol. 7No.3, page
l9 Ed.) Discussions andreferences
concerning this proposal may be
found at the following web address:
http ://www.worldwidewattle. com/
infogallery/taxonomy/.

The proposal has now been
considered by an international
panel of nomenclatural experts,
the Committee for Spermatoph)ta,
which is a specialist committee
of  the ln ternat ional  A ssoc ia t  ion
for Plant Taxonomy (IAPT). The
Secretary of that committee, Dr R.
Brummitt, recently informed us that
the committee has voted to accept
the Orchard & Maslin proposal. An
official report detailing the reasons
for the committee's decision will
be published in the jotrrral Taxon
(probably in the August 2004
issue). In the meantime we have
been given permission to make the
report available so it has been posted
on the WorldWidewattle website at
the above address.
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l f

New genus

Acocio
pycnonna

MOST

Bruce Maslin
and Tony Orchard

It should be noted that the
Spermatophyta Commit tee 's
decision does not become binding
until it has been endorsed by the
General Committee of IAPT and
then ratified at the Intemational
Botanical Congress in Vienna in
T,,hr roo{

43 (incl. 7 also

found in Africa)

l0 (incl. 7
found in Australia

89 (incl. c. 29
occurring also
outside the region)

AUSTRALIAN

The Orchard & Maslin actionwas
triggered by the stated intentions of
some workers to s.u'bdivide Acauu
into a varying number (about five)
segregate genera. If the resultant
genera were named in accordance
with the original Type species
of Acacia (A. nilotica, syn. A.
scorpioides) it would mean that

most of theAustralianWattles
(some 948 species from a

total of 957 species
currently recognized
for this continent)
would most likely
become known as

Racosperma. Of the 390 or so
species thar occur outside Australia
roughly half woul d remain Acacia,
namely, about 60 from a total of 185
in the Americas, 73 from a total of
144 inAfrica and 36 ffom a total of
89 in Asia. In these three regions
most of the remaining species
would became Senegalia except
that in tropical Asia there would
be ten species of Racosperma and
in the Americas 28 species would
be distributed between two small
endemic genera.

The strategy proposed by
Orchard & Maslin to move the
Tlpe species to the phyllodinous
speciesA. penninen rs Sieber ex DC.

2 (incl. 1 also
found in Asia)

964 (incl. I also
found in Asia)

WATTLES LIKELY TO
REMAIN ACACIA

Table 1: Species numbers for the five genera that will probably be recognized following subdivision of Acacia sens.
/al (these numbers follow those given in Maslin, Orchard & West 2003). Generic names (column 1) are those that
apply following acceptance ofthe Orchard & Maslin proposal.

Genus Numbers of

Americas Africar Asia Australia & Paciflc Total

Vachellia c.60 36 (incl. c. 15 also 161
found in Africa

73

69 203

15
l3
960

Total
number
of species

1353

Includes Madagascqr, Reunion and Mauritius.
2 species in Madagascar, Reunion and Mauritius. ({ote: Du Puy & Illliers 2002 consider that only one species ofthis group

occurs in this region.)
948 species in Austrqlia: 7 species in the Pacifc 

continue.r on page 5
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