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Then ponder the level of protection and management
those reserves need, as opposed to what they receive.
As Earl foresaw in 1982: 'Ifthe network of reserves is
to be our life support system, it would be fatal to design
reserves which are dependant on our economy for survival.
Management inputs must serve the goal of making the
system less dependent on fuilher investment'.

We are now stating to seetheplace forwhole landscape
conservation, adding to the public reserve system with
private reserves, such as those managed by Land for
Wildlife members, and recognizing the threat that forces
such as salinity pose to the 'protected areas'. But these
'curly questions'still hang over all our work and all our
hopes.

In addition, we now know that our biota is even
richer than we thought at the time, with the wonderful
work of Steve Hopper, Greg Keighery Mark Harvey
and others continually underlining that. And we get
constant conffrmation that, even without furtherclearing,
biodiversity richness is continuing to decline. Scientists
like Harry Recher and Denis Saunders have become
chillingly prophetic in their statements that we are in the
process of losing 50 per cent ofbird species from most
agricultural areas, with the losses peaking within the next
30-40 years.

I do not want to live in such an impoverished place.

Confronting the 'curly questions'

It's always goodto confrontthe issues that concern you
most. So, inAugust2002,I was delightedto be appointed
as Coordinator ofthe Gondwana Linkproject, apa"rhership
focused on restoring fundamental ecological processes
across a broad swathe of south-westemAustralia. We are
moving beyond a single-minded focus on saving a small
selection of rare species or specific areas. Our vision
rs'. reconnected country in south-westem Australia, from
Kalgoorlie to the karri, in which ecosystem function and
biodiversity are restored and maintained.

Five groups currently make up the Gondwana
Link partnership: the Wildemess Sociery Friends of
Fitzgerald River National Park, Fitzgerald Biosphere
Group, Greening Australia and the Australian Bush
Heritage Fund. It's an interesting collection ofgroups,
drawing together the wide spectrum ofenvironmentalism
in Australia, from on-ground landcare work to national
advocacy for fundamental policy change. We also work
closely with some intemational groups, particularly The
Nature Conservancy flom the USA, and with the south
coast's regional natural resources group, SCRIPT.

While ourvision is a large one, our initial focus seems
readily achievable. It's only 76 kilometers between the
Fitzgerald River and Stirling Range National Parks, and
significant parts ofthis gap are still under bush, either in
nature reserves or in large remnants on private property.
Since 1998 there has been a large corridor proj ect operating
through the Pallinup-Norlh Stirlings landcare group, to
protect waterway vegetation and replant sffategic small

Eddy (left) ond Danno Wojan (second from right) with friends
on the mossive tosk of revegetating parls of Gondwana Link.
Phata: Croig Keesing,

links between bushland areas. With support from the
Jerramungup-based Fitzgerald Biosphere Group, a
number of farmers have undertaken significant change
in their farming practices, with a view to becoming much
more sustainable and reducingthe ecological damage that
flows from their property. Many of the smaller areas of
private bushland are already fenced and under some form
of protection and management.

These are the essential arteries ofagood conservation
network. Our task now is to keep the heart pumping by
focusing on the restoration of fi.rndamental ecological
prccesses and building strong links between the remaining
bushland.

The first steps onthe ground were taken in 2002, when
one ofour partners, the Australian Bush Heritage Fund,
purchased 800 hectares ofbushlandand some 70 hectares
ofcleared land on Cherininup Creek. This is an important
piece ofbuslrland that sits between Corackerup and Peniup
Nature Reserves. With support from the Commonwealth's
EnviroFund, Bush Heritage and Greening Australia have
worked together to re-vegetate the 70 hectares ofcleared
land and strengthen the link into Peniup Nature Reserve.
Also that yeat private conservation buyers Eddy and
Donna Wajon purchased nearly 500 hectares of bushland
further downstream on Corackemp Creek. Thispurchase
consolidates an important north-south link with the
Pallinup River and the coastal vegetation.

While furtherbushland purchases are being negotiated,
the project is now tuming its attention to the main game,
which is building strong links across cleared land.
Gondwana Link is not about building a single, narow
'wildlife corridor'across the cleared areas. Rather, we
want to achieve a much broader change of land use that
not only provides greater ecological connectivity, but
also enriches social and economic life in the area. This
vision for rural Australia argues that such a matrix has
to be achieved, particularly in an area where agriculture
is not as profitable as elsewhere and, as a consequence,
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