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LANDHOLDERS AND RECOVERY PLANNING: TOOLIBIN
LAKE CATCHMENT
Jenntfer l\4unro ond Susan A. Moore

Why is Toolibin Lake special?

Biodiversity in the wheatbelt
has been steadily declining for
a number of years, meaning that
conservation management now
focuses predominantly on remaining
areas of biodiversity value. Toolibrn
Lake is one sucharea. Locatedinthe
Shire ofWickepin, Toolibin is an area
of signifi cant interest to governnent
agencies, community groups and
private landholders. People are
interested in Toolibin Lake because it
is the lastremaining large freshwater
lake in the wheatbelt; however
its status as such is threatened by
salinity. Efforts to recover Toolibtn
have been underway for several
decades, most recently with CALM
using the formal  Tool ib in  Lake
recovery plan to try and save the
Lake.

The plan has recently been
reviewed after a lO-year lifespan,
wi th CALM looking towards
recover l  o f lhe ent i re  catchment .  in
addition to Toolibin Lake itself. ln
light of this CALM wanted up-to-
date information from landholders
within the catchment about therr
recovery activities and needs. Such
information is critical becausc
most of the catchment is privately
owned agricultural land over which
CALM has limited jurisdiction.
As such, most of the recovery
act iv i t ies,  such as fencing of
remnants and revegetation, must
be undertaken on these lands.
The resultant project, funded by
CALM and conducted by Murdoch
Universiry set out to discover (i)
how iandholders valued Toolibin
Lake as well as land management
priorities and issues within the
catchment, (ii) what landholders
felt to be constraints and incentives

to adopting recovery management
actions and (iii) how landholders
felt about CALM's communication,
promotion of the Toolibin Lake
recovery plan and the strengths and
weaknesses ofthe recovery plan.

What we found

Landholders were sent amail-out
questionnaire and later participated
in face-to-face interviews to sharc
their views with us. The results
tumed up many interestingfindings.
I  andholders ra lued Tool ib in  Lake
for a number of reasons, and
especially for the wildlife habitat
and the community value/identity
it provides. Interestingly, two-
thirds of landholders (68%) operate
their property without a farm
plan, meaning that. only 32Y,.' of
catchment landholders are using a
plan. Earlier reports have estimated
that  900 o of landholders wi th in th is
catchment had a larm plan. So what
could explain the big difference in

actual versus expected use of farm
plans? The answer to this possibly
lies in what is known as 'Landcarc

Bumout',withlandholdersbecoming
jadedby ongoing demands regarding
conservation works: "I think
everyone got a bit sick of it, we
all got sick to the teeth of doing
plans. ..there's been a lot ofcriticism
on that, farm plans."

In terms of recovery actions
l a n d h o l d e r s  a r e  a d o p t i n g ,
revegetation is the most common
(90% adoption). Two-thirds of
landholders (68%) were influenced
by CALM subsid ies in  therr
decision to adopt recovery actions.
A total of 86% of landholders
increased the scale of adoption,
such as revegetation, in response to
subsidies. As a recovery catchment,
landholders are being subsidised to
undertake revegetation and fencing.
Apopular future management action,
mentioned by 32% of landholders,
was deep (sub-surface) drainage, as
a means of dealing with salinity.
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