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that you could imitate the process
of seed lalling from established
plants onto the water surface, and
the seed floating to the edge or
high watermark. The seed could
be introduced on several occasions
as the water level drops, aiming
for a broad band of regeneration
and maximising the possibility of
success.

Second.  and more cha l lenging.  is
the possibility ofadapting the flood
experience to the task of revegetation
inthe drierparts ofthe landscape. It
is well established that by creating
water-holding patches the chance of
successful establishment of plants
is improved: witness the healthy
growth of vegetation often occurring
in the table drains ofroads.

I n  w e s t e r n  N S W  t h e  S o i l
Conservation Service of NSW
have shown that the creation oflarge-
scale, shallow, water-holding ponds
on scalded land was aneffectiveland
treatment for achieving revegetation.
These ponds provided amore lasting
effect in relation to water retention
and vegetation establishment than

ploughing or funowing. Their work
was focussed on the establishmentof
saltbush species (l trip I ex, Maire ana
and Sclerolaena) and may have
relevance to the reclamation ofbadly
degraded land in WA, ifnot general
revegetation work.

Other research in Texas, USA,
(400 mm annual rainfall) has
demonstrated the advantage for
revegetat ion of  creat ing smal l
micro-catchments which catch and
hold water. The micro-catchments
used were L5 sqm and 10 cm deep.
Not only did the seedlings planted
in these micro-catchments sur'\r'ive
and grow better, their healthy growth
resu l ted in  an increase in  so i l  organ ic
matter and a better recr-uitment of
other plants by natural processes.
The concentrat  ion ofwater .  organ ic
mat ter ,  nut r ients  and seeds in
these micro-catchments resulted
in the re-establishment of natural
processes in an otherwise degraded
en\ lronlnenl.

To concentrate available waterrn
someway is logical when working rn
a low or unpredictable rainfall area

and the issue maybecome critical m
a wider area given climate change.
To capitalise on the availability
of moisture requires anticipation
and preparation - to have chosen
a strategy of action and done the
necessary work (collecting the seed,
growing the seedlings, fencing the
area, creating some water-holding
micro-catchments, or whatever).
There is  some f ine- tuning to
be done in the manipulation of
water availability, but it seems an
aspect that is imporlant to focus
on if working in areas where
water is not plentiful and anives
unpredictably.

If you are in the south-eastem
areas of the wheatbelt and south
coast and would like to discuss
what you could do to 'prepare'your

remnant patch for a possible flood
regeneration event, or to create
water-holding regeneration areas,
contact me on (08) 9838 1890 or
rosemaryj @calm.wa. gov.au.

Rosemary Jasper is LFI( Offcer
at Ravensthorpe.
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What's this long-legged
animal?

Land for Wildlife memberAlison
Ashton of Roleystone asked about
this animal.

I t  is  a  Scut iger id  or  house
centipede. This insect is a predator
with long, delicate legs which enable
itto move very rapidly up walls and
along ceilings and floors. House
centipedes are about 15-20mm long
and differ from other centipedes in
that they have only 8 body segments
and 15 pairs oflegs as adults. Many
species are attractively coloured and
have blue longitudinal stripes.

House centipedes usually live
ouside in cool, damp places such
as under rocks or wood piles, but
they occasionally enter houses.
They hunt a wide variety of prey
such as spiders, termites, silverfish
and other householdpests. Prey are
ensnaredby the terminal sections of
their long legs and are then killed

by poisonous fangs. They seldom
sting humans, the result being no
worse than a minor bee sting, and
theirvenom is too weakto seriously
L ^ *  I ^ - ^  - - J  ^ - r ^
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After mating, the female lays
her eggs singly in the ground. The
newly-Qom youngpossess only four
pa irs oflegs and they ga in a new pa ir
with each moulting.

Do not kill an unwanted house
centipede in your house, simply
herd it into a clean container with
a lid, take it outside and release it.
House centipedes could be providing
a free service to you by controlling
lnsect pests.

Claire Hall


