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westerrr  Wi ld l i te \ { ) l t ) .  No. :

noticed that the clover and other
grasses grew better rvhcn there was
both whcatgrass and tl o grazings a
year. I thcn rcaliscd thc potcntial ol
perennial grasscs and thc grazing
systems that thcy nccd. Thcrc is a
synergy with cropping in that thc
grasses lore lhe ilreas that crops
don' t  grow wel l  in . "

The synergy extends to nry
project as u,cll. I gain liom Pctcr's
cnthusiasm and kno*, ledgc,  as
u'cll as acccss to his pasturc. I
risit fie sitc rcgularly and rronitor
t h e  w a t e r t a b l c  l c r , c l ,  s o i l  a n d
groundwater  sa l in i ty  and p l  I .  p lant
health and bionrass. Peter benefits
l i o m  o n g o i n g  I n r , r t i l r l r i n F  ( r l '  I r i i
pr5turc i ind is  rce, 'gn izec l  l i r r  h i i
s ign i l icant  contr ibut ion rv i th in  the

C RC' .  Pcter  hr .  hcurr  inr  t r l r  cJ u i th
r (sc i r r \ 'h  ! I i )u l . ) :  i r r  t l rc  pust .  \ \  h i l< t
hc has neler had a lbrmal connection
t ith Landcarc, hc hasbccn intcrcslcd
rn thc JcbJtcr  rnd |e !e l reh rerLr l t , , .
(  r r r u c n l l \  h e  i s  r n . r i n l l  i r t r o l r e d
ui th  the K, ' j , 'nup (  ron R(\ ( l r (h
GroLrp. Hc says, "lt was set Lrp to
hclp der  e lop h igh r l  i r r  lh  l l  !  r ( ,pprng.
We are s t i l l  rvork ing rv i th  f  SIRO
runJ Ag \ \A i r r  lh i .  drcd.  mJi r ) l )
looking at llndanrental limits to
production."

Whcn askcd rvhat rrotir'atcs him
l , r  d q ' n 1 1 s  l r i .  t i r t t e  l n d  p J \ l u r e  l ' '
rcsc i r r \  h .  hc rc l l ic r l  l  r r t r  in tcrc . lcJ
i n  t h c  r c < u l t < .  i r r d  t h c  ( r ) n t J ( l  $  i t h
the ideas and the people who do the
research."

Thc ficld uork aspcct of rry
projcct has bccomc ccntral kr my

research, and has provided nre rvith
a great deal ofvaluable information.
Thanks to thc cnthusiast ic  and
succcsslu l  co l laborat ion betweerr
landholder  and researcher .  my
in\  est igat ion cont inues to prove
very w()rthwhile.

*tmner ,.lankins is undcrtaking
u PhD resutrt'h ptttjea ot UWA.
Furtltcr inf ornot i0n on reloted
topics i.s availublc at u'r.w.agri".
uu 'a.edu.autsoi  ls /nutsr 'home.htr r l
or wu'rr' Lcrcsalinity.conr.

(Note: Both puccinellia and
tall wheatgrass can become weeds
in conservation areas - espccially
natural salt lake communities - so,
if using them, be careful they do
not escape - Ed.)

a,

W o r k i n g  u ' i t h  t h e
comrnunity and community
bascd Landcarc O1{iccrs is
a key to achicv ing many
conservation outcomcs in thc
Wheatbelt and this rvas again
the case at this ycar's Wagin
Woolorama.

CALM staf'f fron LFW
and Roadside Conservation
C l o m m i t t c c  p l ' o g r a m s
conrbincd u ' i t l r  Landcarc
stalT from zoncs nithin thc
B l a c k w o o d  B a s i n .  B  i r d s
Austra l ia ,  Grccn in .e A ust ra l ia ,
Green Skills and the South West
Catchrnent Council, to clevelop
and stafT the Landcare Marquee
t0 great success.

As wellas making a lot ofuselirl
contacts and passing on laluable
mcssagcs to thc high numbcr of
visitors, the group also rnanaged to
win the "Best on Ground Exhibitor"
award!

T h e  o v e r a l l  t h e r r e  1 i r  r  t h c
Landcare Marquee was "Cover

up fbr Landcare" with the value of

Cooperation pays o.ff !

Some ofthe Landcare exhibit team at Wagln Woolorama
with their trophy for "Best Exhib tor on the Grounds".
Top L-R:Avril Baxter, Sal y Thomson, Leonie l\,4cMahon
and Carl Beck
Bottom L-R: Nicole Davey, Renn e the cockie, Kirsten
l\,4artin and Sharon Haeusler

rCmn i r | t l  \  ( t ( l i r l i un  J t l ( l  rC \CgC l i . r l i t n

on Iarrrs and roadsides as habitat fbr
nativc llora and fauna.

n  n r i r j ( ' r  i l l l r i r c l i o n  l o r  I h c

d  isp lay  l  as  Renn ie .  a  2  12  year  o ld
(  i r rn rh l  

' '  
B lJck- (  ( rukr r ( r ( r  $  h i (h

r r  rs  h i t  h r  ; r  l r r  rs  . r  l l c t lge l inu  ar rJ .

as she cirn no1 be released
back in  the rv i ld ,  is  now
part  o f  CALM's dere l ic t
fauna progranr and uscd as
an cducational bird. Rcnnic,
u'ho's distinctive call could
bc hcard across thc show
gr()und.  \ \ 'as par tof r  d isp lay O
h i g h l i g h t i n g  l l r L -  B i r d s
Australia Clarnaby's BIack-
Cockatoo Recovery Project
which was coordinated by
Leonie McMahon.

LFWO Avr i l  Baxter  sa id
"Working closcly with the local
Landcarc Projcct Ofllcers and the
community is very important inthe
Wheatbelt and other remote areas.
Woolorama not only allowed us
to get our messages out to the
general community but also gave

us the opportunity to strengthen
our relatior.rships with the othcr
Natural Resource Managers who
participated in rnakir g the Landcare
Marquee a great success."

Att'il Buxter & Carl Beck




