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The fi rst whale stranding
occurred in the early hours
of Sunday 3 April 2005
and continued though to
Monday 4 Apri l  200 5.
Nineteen Long-f inned
Pilot Whales had beached
themselves along 20km
of the Geographe Bay
foreshore from Peppermint
Beach to Siesta Park.

The telephones started
ringing at CALM, Busselton
between 7AM and SAM in
the morning with people
report ing sight ings in
various locations along the
coast, the main pod being at
Port Geographe. The word
was put out throughout Busselton that volunteers were
needed on the beach at different locations and people
started aniving all along the beaches willing to help the
whales.

Wetsuits were donated from local dive shops, boats
were offered from owners and the phones were ringing
hot with offers of assistance in all areas. Tents were
erected with a media tent; catering tent and volunteer
station for volunteers to sign in. Food and drinks were
delivered and were provided continuously throughout
the day, and volunteers changed shifts when they felt
too cold or needed something to eat or drink.

With the whales being scattered along the coastline,
it was decided that, because Long-finned Pilot Whales
are a social group of marine animals, the best approach
was to get the whole pod together before taking them
into deep waters. So, an operation proceeded to look
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Long-finned Pilot Whales on Busselton beach before
volunteers arrived. (Photo: Munay Dix)

main pod at Port
Geographe while the other
whales were transported by
various methods to the Port
Geographe location.

Volunteers had man!
interesting stories to tell.
One lady saidthatwhen one
of the largest male whales
(7m) was brought around
the groyne by a boat, all
the other whales started
moving around and making
noises, apparently happy
to see hini. Another noted
that when photographers
entered the water to take
photos of volunteers, the
whales lifted their heads to

smile atthe cameras. Everyone had their favourite whale
and many volunteers even named their whales - Moby,
Baby, Nemo and Sponge Bob were among the names.

It was decided that the whales would need to be kept
ovemight, looked after and taken to deeperwaters in the
moming, so the operationwas expandedto accommodate
this. Fires, barbeques, hot showers, hot food and drink
and big lighting systems were bought down onto the
beach. A second shift of CALM staff and volunteers
arrived to take over for the night and allow the daytime
shift ofvolunteers to go home and reSt to retum the next
day. The following day volunteers were called in with
surfuoards, surfskis and smallboats to assist in the release
of the whales. These were used to herd the whales out,
with the assistance ofall the spectators on the beach and
the volunteers inthe water making noises. Once outpast
the grolmes the larger boats took over and escofted all
the whales in the pod around the Cape and into deeper
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