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THE WESTERN RINGTAIL POSSUM - A RESILIENT
SPECIES ORANOTHER TAXON ON THE DECLINE?

Paul de Tores,

The western ringtail possun,
P s eu do c he irus o c c ident al is,known
by its Noongar name of nguayir.
ngora, or wamp, is one of only two
medium size arboreal marsupials
from the south-west of Westenr
Australia. It is immediately
distinguishable from the common
brushtail possum, Trichosuruo
vulpecula, which occurs over
much of the of  rhe r ingta i l 's  range.
The ringtail is a smaller possum
with smaller
rounded ears.
The fur or
pelage of the
r i n g t a i l  i s
shorter than
the brushtail's
a n d  v a r i  e  s
f r o m  d e e p
c h o c o l a t e
brown to grey
over its back
and shoulders
and is usually
c r e a m i s h -
white on the
bel ly .  The
t a i l  p e l a g e
is noticeably
short-cropped
and invariably
has a creamish-whi te t ip .  a l though
the extent of white varies from a
few millimetres to over 70%o of
the tail length. Brushtail possums
can also have white on their tail,
and the amount of white on thc
tail can also vary, however, as
the name suggests, the brushtail
a lways has a th ick.  bushy ta i l .
The tail length of the brushtail is
usually 65 80% ofthe head,/body
length, whereas the tail length of
the r ingra i l  is  approx imate ly  equal
to the head-body length. Most
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strikingly, the ringtail has a truly
prehensile tail which it uses as an
additional limb.

Western Austra l ian Museulr
(WAM) records and reliable hisrorrc
accounts confi rmtheringtailwasonce
d is t r ibuted widely  ra i rh  in  the sourh-
west of Westem Australia. Known
locations includedTutanningNature
Resene, near Pingelly, where inthe
1970s it was regularll recorded in
she-oak u oodland. Thereare several

Weelawadji Cave, near Geraldton
and extended east as far as the
Hampton Tableland.

The distribution of the westem
ringtail possum has now contracted
to the wetter patts ofthe south-west
of Westem Australia. It is thought
to be absent from the wheatbelt
region and Palinup River area,
howeveq there have been some
recent unconfirmed reports from
Pingelly and from the Stirling Range

aJea.
D e s p i t e

t h e  d e c l i n e  i n
distribution, there
are areas where the
ringtail is locally
c o m m o n .  H i g h
density populations
a r e  k n o w n  t o
occur in Busselton
townsite and the
immediate vicinity,
where vegetation
c o n s i s t i n g  o f
peppermrnt, Agonis

f l  e x u o  s  a ,  a n d
tuarI, Eucalyptus
gomphocephala,
w o o d l a n d  a r e
present .  Other
l o c a l i s e d

concentrations of the western
ringtail possum are in janah, J.
m argina.t a, w andoo, E. wando o, and
man| Corymbia calophylla, forest
at Perup and nearby areas, northeast
of Manjimup, and peppeimint
woodland in the environs ofAlbany
(Figure 1).

The westem ringtail possum
shown considerable resilience
low density populations have
able to persist at several
Populations have recently

WAM records from the early 1900s
from the Cranbrook area. Records
and specimens heldbytheAushalian
Museum show the westem ringtail
possum was collected from the
Salt Creek / Palinup River area
(fbrmerly the Salt River) in 1869
by the museum collector, George
Masters. Masters' records represent
lhe southem-most, inland records for
the westem ringtail possum.

The fossil records indicate
the western r ingtai l  possum
previously occurred as far north as confimed in the Harvey River
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