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COM M ERCIALISI NG NATIVE FLORA PROF ITABLY

Gerry Parlevliet

C  o  m m e r c  i a l i  s  i n g  o u r
Australian flora is a long and
complex task. To ensue that

native flora can be grown
prof i tab ly  invo lve s  manY
years of plant selection and
breeding, years of develoPment
of agronomic packages and a
good understanding of the cost
and retums associated with the
product.

Westem Ausffalian flora has

been of interest for cutflowers
and amenity planting for over 50
years. The American cutflower
industry adopted Chamelaucium (waxflower) and

developed a large industry which curently produces

300,000,000 to 500,000,000 stems annually. Waxflower

is the largest export product in the cutflower industry in

Australia. This species has also extended to Israel,Africa

and SouthAmerica with small interest inPortugal' India,

Thailand and China. Otherproducts commercialised are

Verticordia, Boronia, B anl<s fu andkangaroo paw. Awide

range of foliage products is also produced.

In WA the exports initially came from bushharvested
products, but as demand increased, the need for more

consistent quality product and the reduction in available

bushland for harvesting created increased interest in

cultivation. The commercial cultivation ofthese plants

soon led to a need for a wider range of flowering times,

different colours andproductwith bettervase life. Better

agronom ic knowledge of inigation. nutrition and prun ing-

as well as post harvest management, meant thatresearch

wasrequired. The demand for potted colour and amenity
plants has also increased, resulting in work to develop

appropriate forms and management protocols.

Production of better planting material and the

associated agronomic packages to improve quality and

yield and colTect post hanest management does not

always translate into grower profit. Grower management

is vital to any successful production. Growers need to

examine their production costs and retums and make

decjsions on uhich crops to grow. Reducing costs is

fundarnental to profitability. Growing old varieties

may eventually lead to reduced profit and adopting new

varieties may maintain cunent profit margins.

The Floriculture Group of the Westem Australian

Department of Agriculture (DOA) has specialised

in commerc ia l is ing the f lora of  WA. Captur ing

Mechanical pruning of Banksia coccinea on

the South Coast.

the horticultural benefits of
the biodiversity of Western
Australian flora and tuming it

into a viable commercial croP
for Australian growers is the
principle activity of this dynamic
group. In recent years the
Floriculture Group has worked
onawide range ofspecies which
have cutflower and amenlty
hor t icu l tura l  appl icat ions.
This has included selecting
material from the vast genetlc

resources throughout the State.
Waxflower, Boronia, Yellow

l

Bells, Verticordia, smokebush and everlasting daisies
are some of the plants selected, brought into nursery
cultivation, crossed, hybridised and in many cases
commercialized.

As part of the full commercialisation of native plants
the viability of the industry needs to be assured.

Domestication of native flora
The Department has looked at a wide range ofnative

flora with the aim of developing commercial product
The process requires time and skills to recognise,the
commercial possibilities. Most of the work has been
focused on Waxflower, Terticordia, Boronia, Scholtzia,
smokebush and Qualup bell. These have been initially
evaluated for their cutflowerpotentials, but are also tried
as 'potted colour'.

Smokebush (Conospermum spp.) is one example
There are over 50 different species including white and
blue flowered forms. A project managed by Dr Kevin
Seaton evaluated the available range and selected 12
species that had some potential. Further selection work
was backed up by agronomic, vaselife, production and
market suitability studies. Three species were released
in 2002. Propagation of cuttings is still one of the
constraints on this product line.

Developing new Plants and hYbrids
Exporters and growers continually call fornew forms,

colours, improved quality and new product to improve
their capacity to sell our native flora on the export market
in the face of s'tiff competition from southem hemisphere
producrng counnes.

New seedlings of waxflower are generated
uncontrolled way in the wild and in plantations.
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