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RTNGTATL POSSUM (PART 2)
(Continued from Western Wildlife, July 2005)

Paul de Torres, Suzanne Rosier, Nadine Guthrie, Jennifer Jackson and lan Beftram

WHERE TO FROM HERE?
The need for translocation has not diminished. In

excess of 100 westem ringtail possums are nurhrred
throughthewildlife carernetworkannually. When suitable
forrelease,these
animals need
secure release
s i t e s  w h e r e
s u r v i v o r s h i p
potent ia l  can
be maximised.
I n  a d d i t i  o n ,
r i n g t a i l s

h a i h f tv w r r , 6

d i s p l a c e d  b y
developments
which result in
destruction of
habi ta t .  S ince
Jantary 2004,
1 1 9  r i n g t a i l  s
h a v e  b e e n
displaced from
d e v e l o p m e n t
s i t e s  i n  t h e
Busselton and Bunbury area. These possums have been
translocated to Leschenault andYalgorup under a detailed
monitoring program. 1080 baiting for fox control was
reinstated at Leschenault and has been routinely carried
out, commencing prior to the January 2004 releases. An
additional, new site has been established at Yalgorup
National Park. This site is managed as an unbaited
control site.

The current translocation release program has been
driven largely by the need to release ringtails displaced
from development sites. The developers responsible have
provided signifi cant fu nding support forthe translocation

p r o g r a m .
L o n g - t e r m
monitoring at
therelease sites
wi l l  inc lude
examination of
the importance
o f  p  r e  d  a t o r
control ( 1080
bai t ing)  and
the extent of
p r e d a t i o n
b y  f o x e s .
Predat ion by
other potential
p r e d a t o r s
wi l l  a lso be
e x a m i n e d .
In particular,
the extent of
predat ion by

cats in the presence and absence of fox control will
be examined, hence the importance of establishing the
unbaited control site atYalgorup National Park.Asecond
unbaited control site is also proposed. Monitoring at all
sites will also focus on habitat use and survivorship of
the releasedringtails, the role of otherpredators (pythons,
chuditch, raptors, owls), competition with the common
brushtail possum, the suitability of the habitat at each
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release site and the role of disease.

Assessing the role of disease is often overlooked
in translocation programs. Our interests are two fold.
As conservation managers it is important to ensure
the wildlife species being translocated, especially
those individuals which have been held in care, do not
introduce new pathogens to populations of wildlife
at the release site. Conversely, we need to determine
whether the species inhabiting the release sites are
carrying pathogens to which the released animals
may have had no previous exposure. Infection with
such pathogens could adversely affect the survival of
the re leased an imals.  A col laborat  i r  e  program is  now
being developed involving specialist experlise! from
the School ofVeterinary and Biomedical Sciences at
Murdoch University. This program will also enable
us to examine the wildlife health issues of naturally
occurring populations of dngtails. Concurrent with
this work, monitoring of the naturally occurring
populations will address the suite of issues being
examined at the translocation release sites.

Interim results from monitoring the fate of
ringtails released since January 2004 at the baited
site at Leschenault and the unbaited site at Yalgorup
National Park have confounded the issue further.
There hasbeen a high rate ofmortality at Leschenault.
From the 26 radio-collared and monitored ringtails,
there have been nine predation events attributed to
plthons, seven attributed to cats and one attributed to
afox. Fromthe 21 radio-collared ringtails at Yalgorup
National Park, there have been only two predation
events, one attributed to a raptor and one attributed
to a fox. From these results it seems fox baiting alone
is unlikely to be sufficient to ensure the translocated
populations become established. The interim results
further suggest translocation does not hold all the

answers for effective conservation management of this
threatened species and the importance of fox and cat
interactions needs to be urgently assessed. Similarly, the
interactions between foxes and cats with native predators
needs to be addressed.

TRANSLOCATION OR IN SITU
PROTECTION?

Ameliorating the effects from predation is not the only
concem formanagers ofthreatened fauna. In the case ofthe

westem ringtail possum, the Busselton, Bunbury and
to a lesserextent, theAlbany populations are at risk
from increasing habitat destruction and population
liagmentation. Populations in forest areas are also
at risk. Recent research by Adrian Wayne, from
CALM, Manjimup, found forest populations of
ringtails were threatenedby increasingfire intensity
at the local scale and habitat and fox predation at
the landscape scale.

A major  component  in  ef lect ive conserra l ion
management is identifying the populations and
habitat ofhighconseruationvalue and ensuringthese
keypopulations and areas are adequately protected.
Assessingthe local, regional and global conservation
value ofpopulations, sub-populations and habitat is
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