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continuedfrom page 9

nest sites they, and other species
dependent on tree hollows, have no
future in the area. The factthat dead
trees remain standing for many years
means that for species that will nest
in hollows in dead trees (and not all
obligate hollow nesters will do so),
this resource will be available for
some timc after the trees have died.
Howeverthere will be very fewtrees
surviving the minimum 130 Ycars
required for a eucalypt to grow to ,1

size sufficient to suppofi a hollow
for the smallest ofthe cockatoos to
nest in, orforthe longertime frames
required for bigger hollows.

The results of this study are for
onc 15-ha patch of woodland on
private property in the northem
wheatbel t  o f  WA. How much
crcdence should the resul ts  of  th is
study be accordedwhen extrapolated
over much larger areas? As EuroPean
development  of  the wheatbel t
proceeded, woodlands wereregarded
as indicators of better quality

agricultural soils. Accordingly, they
were preferentially selected for
farmland and cleared. For example,
in south-western Australia, 94%
of marri-wandoo woodlands, 72tzo
of mal I et-p owderb ark wandoo
woodlands, 97 Yo of York gum-

salnon gum-wandoo woodlands,
and 78oh of salmon gum-gimlet
woodlands have been c leared
for farmland. The remainder ts
distributed mainly on private land
and is being degraded by a variety
o f  t h r e a t e n i n g  p r o c e s s e s .  l l  i s
clear that the decline and lack of
regeneration ofthis patch atNeereno
Hill is typical ofwoodland patches

throughout the wheatbelt.

The first ntle of management
of woodlands in the wheatbelt
should be to protect all remaining
\ egelalion. ln lhc firsl instance this
should be fencing remnant Patches
to exclude grazing. However, active
management beyond fencing to

reduce grazing pressure will be
required. Management re grmes

that foster regeneration need to
be developed as do incentives to
encourage land holders to engage
in active management, instead of
the benign neglect that characterises
much of the management of rural
woodlands.

Without a nrajor change in
attitudes towards rural woodlands,
t h e i r  f u t u r e  a n d  t h a t  o f  t h e i r
dependent fauna is exceedingly
bleak.
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'Bustards' continued.from page 3

Complementing this has been an
asse ssment of bustard distribution
pattems as repofted by landholders
across Austra l ia  by means of
mail surveys. This has proved a
successful and valuablc soutce of
information and highlights the vital
role rangeland users and landholders
can play to safeguard the future
for bustards, and other similarly
highly mobile species across thetr
continental range.

MarkZiembickiis completing a PhD
on bustard ecology while working in
Darwin on a project documenting
Aboriginal knowledge of mammals
across northern Australia.

Praying Mantis eats Brown

Honeyeater!

An amazing detailed record of
a preying mantis killing and eating
a brown honeyeater is given tn
the latest edition of 'The Westem
Australian Naturalist' : 4: 247 -249.

The honeyeaters uere lecding in
a flowering Grevillea agrifolia on
El Questro Station when one was
grabbed by a lurking mantis. It
removed feathers from the neck and
ate the 11esh, including the eyes and
sucking out all the brain. Several
other instances of veftebrates being
killed and caten by preying mantis
in the Kimberley were also reported
in the article.

Have any ofour nofthem readers
seen this? If so, please letIFl4lhave
the details!

T h e  W A  N a t u r a l i s t s '  C l u b ' s
Journal 'The Western Australian
Naturalist' has many interesting
articles of local relevance. You can
subscribe by contactingthe Club on:
email wanats@iinet.net.au or visit
the web site:

www.wanats. iinet.net. au
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