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southwards, north to Morangup and eastto Kojonup and
the King Riveq as well as the Stirling and Porongurup

Ranges and east along the south coast to Waychinicup
National Park.

It is a post-breeding nornad, aggregating into large
flocks after breeding and moving between March and
September from the deep south-west to the central and
northem Darling Range and adjacent Coastal Plain.
Along with the forest red-tail this is our rarest cockatoo.
It is most numerous in the deep south-west during the
spring breeding season and in the norlhem Darling
Range during the autumn-winter. It is usually in small
flocks (up to 15) occasionally in larger flocks (up to
50) or loose aggregations (up to 1200) at drinking sites
or roosts. The estimate of total population is 10,000. It
nests during spring in large deep hollows of marri, karri
and wandoo. We have very few breeding records and
judging from our work so far, it only breeds every two
years like the forest red-tail.

It feeds mainly on the seeds of marri and other
eucalypts, banksias, hakeas and dryandras, also the
flowers of banksias and eucalypts as well as fruiting
apples, pears and persimmons. They also like the seeds
ofweeds such as corkscrew and insect larvae frorn live
or dead trees and shrubs.

Major threats

Cunently illegal shooting by orchardists is no doubt
the most important threat. Both Baudin's and Camaby's
cockatoos were proclaimed as vermin in many south-west
districts from 1926 to the 1980s and many thousands
were shot. Baudin's cockatoo has an interval of seven
years between generations and an annual reproductive
mte of 0.6 chick per pair, so it cannot replace the large
number shot by orchardists. Although now protected,
illegal shooting continues with anecdotal evidence of
up to 200 birds shot in one day in early 2005.

Other major threats include the loss of feeding and

breeding habitat and the impact offeral honeybees taking

over breeding hollows. Last year 2 of our 14 known
breedinghollows ofBaudin's cockatoo were lostto feral
bees, one ofthese with the female cockatoo apparently
blocked from leaving the hollow by the invading swarm
(her fate unknown).

Carnaby's Cockatoo

Camaby's cockatoo, Calyptorhynchus latirosn'is,
was named after the Western Australian natumlist
Ivan Camaby. This species ranges north to the lower
Murchison, across the wheatbelt to Lake Cronin, south

to the Ravensthorpe Range andeastalongthe southcoast
to Cape Arid. It is also casual on Rottnest Island.

Camaby's cockatoo is also a postnuptial nomad
tending to move west to cooler coastal areas after
breeding. It is usually found in pairs or small flocks,
also large flocks (up to 7000) in non-breeding season
(late spring to mid-winter) especially on the Coastal
Plain in pine plantations. For many Perth residents the
appearance ofmigrating flocks in the autumn, with their
distinctivewailing call, has eamedthem the reputation as
harbingers ofrain. It breeds in large hollows of mature,
mainly smooth-barked, eucalypts especially salmon gum

andwandoo. The one ortwo eggs are laid from early July
to December but usually only one young is reared. They
feedmainly on the seeds ofbanksias, dryandras, hakeas,
grevilleas, eucallpts andpines, also fruiting almonds and
macadamia, wild geranium and wild radish.

Major threats

Camaby's cockatoohas lostthebulk ofits feeding and
breeding habitat in the past 60 years and what remains
is generally in decline. Cunently listed as 'Endangered',

its population is believed to have halved in the past 30
years, the curent population is about 50,000 and still
declining. The maj or reasons for this conlinuing decline
are habitat fragmentation, the degradation of surviving
woodland and competition for hollows. Many bush
remnants have become too small ortoo isolatedto support
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