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CONNECTING THE STIRLING RANGE
TO THE SOUTH.WEST FORESTS

Recently I attended a seminar
promoting a community-based
program called 'Gondwana Link
West'. The seminar was organised
by Green Skills and was held at
Kendenup Hall. The aim of the
project is to reestablish stronger
environmental links between the
Stirling Range westward to the
southemforests involving landscape-
scale conservation works between
the Stirling Range, Porongorup,
Mt Lindesay and Mt Roe National
Parks.

The principal speaker at the
seminar was Steve Hopper who is
Professor of Plant Conservatiorr
Biology at the UWA. His research
publ icat ions have contr ibuted
towards interlational recognition
ofthe Southwest Australian Global
Biodi r  ers i t l  Hotspot .  The main
message from Steve's talk was
to impress upon us not to rely
on research from overseas and
interstate to provide us with suitable
techniques forconservation and land
management in the south-west of

Steve Hopper explaining ecological intercctions. The bushland
is recovering from a very severe wildfire - note that the grass
is mostly native species, which are natural pioneer plants after
a majot fire.

Sylvia Leighton

Remnant Vegetation and Corridor Connections

'Macrc-cotidors' and potential 'Gondwana Link East'.

WestemAustralia. Many otherpafi s
of the word have had recent  g lac ia l
ac l ion resul t ing in  the soi ls  of  that
landscape being much younger and
more fertile than our ancient more
infeni le  so i ls .  He reminded us that
unlike those yoLrnger landscapes
most  of  our  so i l  fen i l i ry  l ies onlS in

the top 5 centimetres.

O u r  l a n d s c a p e
has been unglaciated
since the Permian
(270 mi l l ion years
ago (my)), it has been
oceanically buffered
since the Jurassic (150
my) and is a relatively
s t a b l e  l a n d s c a p e
with few mountains.
I t  e x p e r i e n c e s  a
Mediterranean climate
and is dominated by
old, weatherednutrient
deficient landscapes,
yet it is fl oristicallyrich
with high endemism.

Our plants have evolved many
extraordinary physiological features
over thousands of years to deal
with this diffrcult landscape. Steve
provided examples of some of the
special root adaptations many of our
plants have developed to survive
in these extremely infertile soils.
Some have set up root adaptations
like cluster roots (see WW 912),
ethers have developed nitrogen
producing nodules using bacteria to
convert nutrients (WW 4/3) whilst
others ha\  e establ ished symbiot ic
relationships with fungi to absorb
extra nutrients from the soils (WW
212,313,613 etc).

Steve also reminded us not to
be tricked into assuming that plants
with similar physical features and
appearance belong in the same
taxomonic group. Our local native
plants have indicated many times
over that this is not the case (hence
the continuous taxonomic name
changes we have to deal with). He

continlled nn page ll



. 8l/tt lon ornleN

'9002 eury '8, L-rlL

L,erlerlsnV lo e.ra ueeeqclv ̂lref
aql uorl laar olrloleu.iorlsL, lp la pooMllv lrebrqv :peau

'po6iourqns oluetsq sacelns se siale/r^ ,\ olleqs

u!dn-pl!nq aM-loai e 6ullesic pue plotl 6u!Iet ̂lpldBr
'o6eIu O€t'tuuolleld lEprluad peoJq euo paqsUnoU

sruslupoJo lpql selels Jaded /nou y 'sel1|o|euo]1s 
i

lualcue Inoqe uolleurolu! oJoru uana pa;earral aneq !

slcoi lualcue s,erEqlrd sr,ll ,o salpnls raqunl :

lzl.TsleuYo :
ol?22?d 2rtary,r? lo h?rr|? ,n22L i

ivtad'lors

u016usuay
clQ le tacuo lectuqcol /l J-l st lleH s.llelc

'ue8eq qgee eqt ueq,{\ 3III s?,^A oJIT leq,u
eur8erur uec nof sru:og a;q enbrun esaql Surtrst.t .{g

'selrlol€rxo4s aql eceydsrp plnoc s1e:oc
pue sosser3ees uaql 'ur s,trog Jele.tr eos I€uIJou pue osIJ
slo^sl ees Jr lnq '}no .&p IIL{\ Iood ulloru?H 'polculsor

sr rete,rees Jo ,lrogur aq1;1 o8uuqc etetulTc ,{q polcoJJ?
eq plnoc selqoleurorts Iood urterrreH eq1 :e1e,u puno:8

3o ,{1qenb eq1 Sururelurau ro3 luegodrul sI solllogruoJql
Surureluoc solel lle punoJe uo4e1e8e,r. go suoz JeJJnq
epr,la. V selloquoJql eqt reqtorus tuql sruoolq 1e31e
osnec plnoc qcrq,{ Jol€,\\punor8 ur sluer4nu sssJxe 01
elqeJouln-\ lr salelu luoruuorr^uo u€qrn ue o1-,{1[urxord
s,11 ,,firunuruo3 lectSolocg peueleerql B se pegrssslc
usaq seq.,!rumuuor olrloqrrloql puoruqsru ory'1 oqJ

'srolrsrl ruor; lcedrur ,{ue
csruruuu oluoullJ 0I?'I pu? Iood ullcrueH l€ pelcnllsuoc
uaeq e.teq sfe,trlye,^ uorl€,^:osqo uo pe>11e,tr Sutsq {g
paSeruep oq uer pus sp8e.rg .,fie,,1 ere .{eqt tnq e1q->1cor
re:dde ,,{eru ,{eq1 pepeeu eq 1p,u luarue8eueru lqelec
euros'sa8zaurl lecrSolorq snonu4uoc lse?uo1 aq13o euo
ureluraur puu .slrsso; 8ur.tq, oseql urBleJ ol eJB o,{\JI

sollloleuJoJls loj alnlnj

's3JruCruls

padeqs;eo1 lo ullInlo3 'qnlc uroJ uec sellTol?ulo4s
'auoz 

leprl-qns ,{\olleqs 3qt ul solleu g 1 lnoqe;o 1q3req

sol!loleuroJls

6 aBDd uo{panutuor

.w.ws allptt u q{ puDZ oqr Jo rarels.'\\:N

0 | aBDd uo{ panuauor

'02 d eas pnbny q197 lepul - nleads apuie4 se )eddoH
loJd t.!I/A ea.te iueqlv oql ut MJ1 Jo sJeei 0 L eleJqapc :aloN

'pJ uoDrsod M€u srq ur

sseccns ,&ene urq ourqsrl ur aui qll^ urol lltws]aA ll ne
a.ins u]e I pue 'saprue 6urlu/r pue sIeC plerl lp ourleads
'/4J? 

10 e^ruoddns ueaq s^e^ le seq e^€ls ploq plnoi)

lsrueloq e uorlrsod snorODsard lsoLu aqt Alqenbre - puel6uf

ur su€piee l g;1 lo rolco.rc euocaq ol VM bulleal sl

.i€ddoH lo.rd leql prp€q a^eq ̂pearle llr,a s]epear ̂uen

Iueqlv le O/'AJ-I st uolq5tal et^AS

'sdole,tep lcelo:d tse A {uI'I pu€,{\puoD oql
se selepdn roqunJ JoJ tno Ioo'I ,{ep teerS e sem lI

'I3olq qsnq rreqt porelue e,\\ eJoJeq
(1 w own uu1 c o to q!r1 do 1{q 6) sa rcds TcsqorpJo sooqs JIeql
ueelc o1 luednrged qcua ro; sqtreq rele,lr pept,tord peq
suofeltr eq1 ,{gedo:d:reql oluo sluedrcrged doqsl.ro,u
,{1ue,res;o dnorS e8rel eqt Burmolle rog euuoq pue ,{ppg
ol no,{ 1ueq1 os 'uorssnrsrpJo slol ro3 ,{yungoddo leu8
e pepr,tord ,{uado:d eql ;1eslr ur e8uslleqo B sr seerl
oopue,,rr eqt olur dn sexoq lseu a8rel assql 3ur11e8 lsnp
'oo1o1co3 s,f qerueJ oquoJ palplsut e^€q,{aql soxoq lseu
oql olo,^ lseJelur J€1ner1red;g uoqrpuoc ,{qqreq snot.te:d
olur lceq eluaua8ar o1,{gedord eql tsrsse ol uollero}ser

1e11qzq pue Surpee.tr Suutdsur suros ?utop ueaqe,teqfeql

1nq oBe sreaf aerql seJg ueproluoJ oql trq lno luJnq se,{t
puelpoo,tr ooprrsra lqnneeq.naql f, leleungogun'.{gedord
s,uofu1tr uuuoq pue ,{ppg sreqtuotu alr1p1tr11 tog puoT

trsr^ ol alqs oq ol pe8elr,tud e:e,n er11 4Nl a3ueg 8uq:Dg
eql 01 lueselpe suueJ uo sryo,u uor1ela3a,Lsr Suurdsur
pu€ stu€urnor pu€lqsnq.euots 3urdde1s, .{e1 1e 1oo1 o1
dr.r1 snq e .,(q pemolloJ oJe,r suolsses s.Suru.rour eq1

'luerue8eueru puel go slcedse reqlo
uo lndur 1ue:e;grp Surpno.rd qcee (a{uppg lol puDT

3gq) g1es,{ru pue Qseg lql eue,npuog) fqpag qrrey
'(&orroS ssou:epl116) ppnl uorurg'(erlz4snySutueerg)
,reqspargdpuerllere,tr doqsryo,u eqlle s:e>peds ;eq1g

i{epo1 ecuelsrxe ur srepro iu€ld rqlJo ^u€
ol poleler lou sr ropro Jtll pue sre:{ uotl;ttu 0Z I ol IJ€q
seleuoSod.{seq oq} petsp ssq qrftosor lrssoJ pu? yN11

luecea 'se1euo3od.{se6 raprg eqt ur paceld 11e ere,t
.{eq1 pue e;eue8 oua$Dg pua 'DtsDDapJ 'uo8od{soq

sql o1pe1e1er./{1aso1c e.Iou f1len1ce se nn6uty snua? eq1

leql pJlEJrpur slsrruouoypl rJ \o,rop .teltruts :ttnb 1oo1
,{eq1 ,{11ecrs,{qd esneceq ('dds naoqttoqtuny) ea4 sset?
?31?q eqt ol polelal eq 01 porunsse satl. taLlt GlloqsnD
n8uty) ae4 ssu8 er8url eqt ;o sydurexo eql pepr,tord




