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Lambertias

The type of inflorescence divides the species
loosely into two groups - those whose flowers face

and fall outward and those whose flowers face towards

the centre of the head. Their fruit is a beaked and

homed woody follicle, splitting when ripe to reveal
two more or less circular seeds.

Whilst all are striking, some deserve special

mention.

The NSW species, Z. formosa, was the first

species to be described and therefore the type ofthe
genus. Due to its prominently homed fruit, which
prompted the common name of Mountain Devil, is

easily recognised inNSW. It is in cultivation - indeed

it was fust cultivated in Europe in the late 1700s
- and the beautiful red flowers against the dark green

leaves make it a popular plant in NSW gardens, not

least with the parrots and honey eaters, attracted by

the promise of much delicious nectar. Although at
present classified as only one taxon, there is anecdotal
evidence suggesting several varieties or sub-species
may exrst.

L. formo s ahaslarge fl owers but the largest fl owers

are those of'L. ericifolia - atall, open shrub growing

mainly in the foothills andslopes ofthe StirlingRange.
Its leaves are linear and revolute, like the leaves of

heather, and its branches are long and widely spreading
reflecting the orientation ofthe orangeflowers within

the inflorescence.

Lambeftia ilicifolia

The smallest flowers are those of L. ilicfolia, a

beautiful wheatbelt species growingup to two metres
with hollyJike leaves, striking yellow flowers and
extremely omamented fitlit.

Among the 15 WA taxa, five are Declared Rare

Flora, i.e. rare in the wild and under threat ofextinction,
and two are Priority ta-ra. Those on the rare list, Z.

fairallii, L. echinata s.:'bsp. echinata, L. echinqta
srbsp. occidentalis, L. orbifolia sttbsp. orblftlia,

andL. orbifolia subsp. 'Scott River Plains (L.W. Sage
684)', all have restricted distributions and habitats
which are under threat from invasive agents, such as
PhytophthoraDieback, or impacts by mankind.

L. fairallii
is a beautiful
plant with strong
yellow flowers
shown off by
red bracts and
i s  c r i t i c a l l y
endangered. It
has a restricted
d i s t r i b u t i o n
in the eastern
and  wes te rn
regions of the
Stirling Range
and few actual
populations, all
under imminent
threat of extinction from Phytophthora. One of the
management strategies adopted by consetvation
officers in their fight to save our rare species is that of
relocation. Initial studies indicate a genetic divergence
between the eastem and westem populations ofthis
species and there needs to be certainty about the

taxonomic status of the plants of both areas before
relocation can commence.

L. echinata slbsp. echinata, a very prickly

subspecies (named from the Latin 'echinus', meaning
hedgehog), is also critically endangered. It is known

only from a few rocky locations around Esperance.
This particular species was first discoveredby Robert
Brown on his epic voyage with Flinders, aboard the
Investigatorand described in l8I0, in his "Prodromus

Florae Novae Hollandiae", the first Australian flora.

Lanbetlia fairallii

Lambedia orbifolia

conhn ed on page 5
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