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WILDLIFE RESCUE AFTER BRIDGETOWN AND BALINGUP FIRES

Shedla Howal

Wi hear a lat abour the plight of humans in wildfires,
bt whataboutthe tana? Wildlife carers snd veterinarians
in Bridgetown, Kirup and Donnybrook are puzzled by
the lack of wildlife presested for treatment afier the
wildfires this swmmer. 1 am concerned that burnt and
orphaned animals may not have been identified as being
in trouble,

Dhiscnssbons with § hat some smiall
marmmals werng el to fend for themselves because they
were presumed 1o be independent, when in fact they wene
of insufficient size to survive inthe best of environments,
let alone a destroved habital, Because some kangaroos
with third degree bums and lost fool
hopping, they were thowght 10 be undamaged. 1 am
hopeful that a morve coordinated approach w wildlife
resene can be oreaniged foF the next fire season,
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ds were still

There were plenty ofexperienced carers offeing theis
services, Yeterinarians atthe Blackwood Yeterinary Clmic
in Bridgetown were geared up to provide free treatment,
bt had mo calls, Cleaely firelighters don’t have time 1o
deal with wildlife while fighting the fire, but | hope that
we can establish some protocels for application during
the less hectic mopping up pheses, We need a central
triage process end ultimately an evaluation of whether

the recovercd animals” ongimal habitad i viable Tor its
later release.

One of the
things we hope 1w
do s e explore
the possibility of
placingwildlife kits
in firg vehicles 1o
cnalle frelighters
1o safely conlain
sl wmimals if
andd when they have
TheapporLunity, W
chory " want them (o
put themsehves al
risk with maturs
animals, but would
appreciate being
advised of their
position amd condition, so that an experienced caregr can
check the animals when it is safe to do so.
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If anyone would like w discuss this further, please
contact me on 9761 2405 or emaml: shela bhowat@dec,
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