TOAD BUGS

Heather
Adamson, the
LFW Hleer bosed
in Mandurnh, wes
searching reserves
an the Swan
Coastal Plain last
Dacember for Gay,
solitary native bees, when she spotted some send moving.
A small, well-camouflaged, odd-looking insect was
revealed, Toraging in the swrface laver of soil. It tumed
out 1o be a toad bag.

These inseets are m the order Hemiptera, Tamily
Gielastocoridae {the femily name is denved from Greek
and roughly translates as *laughable bug™), Avstralia has
some 20 species, all in the genus Merthva,

Mot foad bugs ave panly aquatic and ocour in rain
forests but some, like this one obwviously, seeor in forests
and woodlands where they burrow among (he leaves on
the forest floor. They gained their common name from

their squarish shape with bulging eves, and their babit
ol jumpring onto ey, They et wide range of small
insects, seizing them in their front legs, then tearing
them aparl with thedr needle-like mouthpais, Soine
toadl buys deposit eges in burrows dug mowet sand, but
wery litle 15 known sbout the natwral history of this
partieular species.

Toad bugs are notofizn seen, hutthatinay be because of
their cryptic colouration and reclusive habits, rather than
bedng really rave. Mexttime
wou are walking in banksia
wiid land, look canefully at
thesoil surface. Perhaps you
will s2e atoad bug, anearwig
Iy o soane other bizre and
unusual creature!

Marlbra nudata (o Drsocts of
Auslraiia, CSROL




