A blackberry mst field day
was held in Deamark during
September lastyear, run by Paul
Yeoh of CSIRO and the local
DAFWA biosecurity officer,
Feter Hennig,  Participants
e about the development
of the rust amd then applied i
tir bl kberry infesting a creck
on the edge of the Denmark
Agricultural college site,

Dezignated a Weed of
Matignal Significance,
blackberry is also & ‘declared
plant” which iz found
throughout the wetter south-
west.  Bleckberry threatons
both agriculture and netoral
ecogystems, Past treatments
have included some [aicly
azgressive chemicals, but this
new treatment uses an aic-bome
fungus that is not known to affect any
other plants, including commereial
Berries suchas raspberry, loganbeny
or dewberry,

Oher nust reatments have been
triec in the past and this latest release
builds on the knowledge gained.
There are mine individual sirains of
the gust in each treatimeent kil Every
lant was treated with one st and
was tageed with the [D number of
the strain wsed. The moculant was
mixed with waterand sprayed on the
underside of the plants, the reated
area was then covered witha plastic
bavg 1o ensure that the spraved area
remained moist Eight kits wers
wven awey W participanis on the
<y and another 23 were mailed out
w people in the Denmark’Albany
region. Those with kits will be
monitering resulis aml collecting
plant specimens to add to the
knowledae about the plant and the
cffeet of the rust in dilferent areas,

Spring is the ideal time to treat
planis ps therust canonly infect new
lemves thatare less than a few weeks
ald and it 1= most effective in cool,
mavist comditiong. The rust does

completely kill plants, although in
sOme areas it appears w. [t is very
effective at preventing the plant
from leapfrogging elong because
the tips of heavily infected canes
die instead of aking oot as they
normally woubd when establishing
the typical thickets ol plants.

The rust may prove panticulacly
useful in ineccessible areas such as
creek lines and dense vegetation.
It may also be valuable for use on
arganic properiics and where there
i5 a desire o be chemical-Tree. It
s, however, not a cerainty that the
st will do owell inoall areas and
il people have small populations
ol blackbeny plants they should
kill them belore they spread, using
methesd s thatare known toowork such
as herbicides or physical removal.

The rust strains used were
selected for the effect that they
potentially will have on the
blackbemy species that is most
common between Denmark and
Collie under our Western Australian
climatic conditions, Strains are put
out individually se as to fvoer ihe
survival of the best sieain for each
loeation. Any surviving sieains can,
however, mix together i the ficld
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g0 thal in subsequent years
natural selection can result in
new sitc-specific and adaptel
rust siraing, Arens that have
been tredted will make ideal
harvesting grounds forinlected
leaves to inoculate new arcas
with these locally adapred
EIETIES

Participants also heard
about apremising new disease,
red Bery disease (enophyoid
it} which prevents the fruit
from ripening. This means that
animals don’t cat and spread
the seeds, reducing the e of
invasion and spread,

Two Denmark LFW
properties have been inoculated
wilh the rust, one with a creek
with very densce vegetation and one
wilth a damp roarl reserve which
is fairly bare, We will watch with
interest o see the effect, The Hifing
of the burden of vigilance and
treatment for any weed s weloome,
even more 5o when it is difficul,
prickly and highly invasive,

Although funding for this project
has run out, people wanting more
ifrmation aboul it cen contact Paul
eoh at Paul Yeohi@esire.au or on
the phone 9333 6645,

Dorothy Redreau is LFWO at
Drarmark.

Meta:  This form of rust is only
affective in the southermn par of
the south-west, since it atiacks
e Ewopsan blackberry, mot the
American species found around
Parth, Hanos the creaton of 2 100
ki long backbery -frae bufier zone
reported i WW 1203, July 2008
Biosacurily CHficers from DAFWA
will b audiling privale propertiss
wifhin ther bufler zone during late
surramer and aubumn fo enswe that
el upr waatmants ard contral
will continue o be appied 1o any
blackbearry within the brget area.




