WHAT'S IN A NAME? - SNOTTYGOEBBLE

The Wesr Awviration
carvied an article about how
persoonias gol thelr common
name, 'We were a bit concerned as
the published amiche did not fit with
aur understanding tand the photo
S0 here is an

Recenily

was incorrect too)
alternative version.

Frals of reuvitHealed snolfpgoblde, Parsoonia eliphca,

& srrall beg of feleriles sola iy e e fovesd

{The plwafo it the dewd paper wEs of Coffan dush,
Gomphosansus 8, & waad fom saldhem Aftica,)
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Cirowing up in Baldivis, Trevor
knew a low shiub whose vellow-
green fruis, which he called
‘snoitygobbles” were sought out as
bush tucker, The shrub’s scientific
name is Perseonic socoata amd

the wvery Tirst popular book on
WA wildlowers, Emily Pelloe’s
marvelous Hifdiiowers of Hesteri
Avigralie, publishedin 1921, grves
this plant the common name of
‘swoltie bobs'. By the publication
of Erchson ef af v Wildffowers af
Hesrerndusiralioin 1973, the whale
genus Persoania is bemg referned o
as ‘snoitygobbles’. Where did the
name come from?

Common names are part of

Penny Hussey and Trevor Wallay

the living, culwral
heritage, reflecting
ordinary peaples’
Enowledge of the Land
around them, As part
ol getting fo know
Australia,
wonld ave translerved
familiarnames
o uinfomiliar,
but vaguely
sumvlar plas

A gowad
example is
“huitercup’
piven in Wa o species in
the genus Mo, not al
all refated o the buttercup
of Furope. But they dohave
golden-vellow cup-shaped
flewers that spangle the bush
N SPrinElme,

seltlers

In the UK, yow Lees
have sguishy Truis with o
hard centre.
in Wiltshire, Penny called
these fruits ‘snotly  gogs’
[or “sneny glebs™) and
remembers that naughty
small boys liked to put them where
# girl could inadvertently squidge
them - down the neck of her hlouse,
even! The girls, ol course, responded
will obligatory squeals of disgost!
Arriving in W, the children would
soan have discovered any squishy
fruits, especially if shown them by
Aboriginal frends. I is fikely they
simply transferred the name to their
new land as an oral tradifion.

Growimg up

Such things were nol wiitlen
down vndil much fater and can
change during this tme, cspecially
if they were part of the lore and
languege ol schoolchildren, Emily
Pelloes name 15 one recorded from
the north of England, not the south-

ey Grishty, Caol Tow Coanmalor
A M s OF M, Sioves o wal
Prrsoania sa=sala mgenarales aitar & e
af The Spacisehas wakiai
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west where Penny grew up. But
onee & name beeomes farmalized m
o widely distributed pubhcation, o
COmnon nAme” becomes sel.

S this is how we think the name
gothere, via setlers’Kids, Although
the plant was well kiowin o be good
b tucker, alos mo Myoangar name
—also ransmitted, of course, in oral
tradition - seems o have survived.,
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