FAUNA MONITORING TRAINING SESSION HELD AT
YELVERTON BROOK ECO RESORT AND CHALETS

A fauna mositaring raining session that linked
the TAFE Conservation and Land Management Unit
“Cthserve and report on plants and animals”, and Lo
For Witdfije notes - “Photopoint Monitoring”, *Sand
Pads” and ‘'Fauna Habital® was held at Yelverton Brook
Eco Resort and Chaleis in November 2008,

The afternoon staried 2t 3pm with LEW properiy
owners meeling al the front electinie poate and staring
om o owalk along the creekline looking for signs of
birdlife, mamumal diggings and runnels (tunnels i low
vegetation, mostly rushes and sedges). The purpose ol
the afternoon was to show Jandholders how o carry out
ned ivasive inethods of monilofng — Wapping of any
kind 15 nowy very difficult due to animal ethics codes, and
anamal handhing can lead 10 discase tansforence from
humnans toanimals, and vice versa. Lising other methods
such s photopoint monitoring, sand pads, looking for
iracks, scais, diggings, grazing, movement and secing
the animals themselves (spotlighting] 15 less invasive
for the amimals and humans alike.

There was lols of birdlife seen and heard, snd plenty
of diggings and runnels were Tound. Quenda diggings
are like ice cream cones pushad inte the ground with the
pointy end in e soil; 1his is the quendas nose searching
For fowned . Wy liediggings ane similac i vabbins, olthough
(here are no droppings (such s in rabbit diggings): they
are also digging for food.

There were also many kangaroe resting sies amd
obvious distorbance due 1o oo grazing,  Although
most of the kangaross now on site are “pets’ who have
been released on the site, they can be quite destructave
o vepetation w confined aceas, This i the same with
the woylies, starting with just three, the population
has expanded to approximately 300 The quendas have
been om the property for some time and are expanding
in mumbers singe the feral proof fence was installed 1o
protect them.

O the firebreaks, the sand was perfect to look for
trecks and wse as “sand pads’. Many tracks were seen
— mainly kangarnos, but some woylie tracks were also
evident.

The wain made it a linde difficols actimes 1o observe
effectivaly, bul there was so much wildlife on this
property that everyone wassulliciently satesficd with their
abservations. The tmining culcomes were 1o identify
ot fenst wwo different species of faena on the property,
deseribe them and check with books 1o confirm that the
identification was correct,

Some of the parlicipants wees very adepl ol spoliing
the bigdlife and came up with an extensive list for the
st All were recorded Jor Tulure reference.  Some
photomanitoring poins were established o document
changes over time,

By Gpm everyong was very damp from the cold and
wet weather, so we retired e one of the chalets and had
nice hot cups of e and coffee, followsed by a snack.
Durtng this tme, some of the loce! wildhife decided o
come and check out what afl the fuss was about,

Thank wou very much to Joy and Simon Ensor of
Yelverton Brook Feo Resort and Chaless for allowing
us 1o hold this atterncon on theis property, They have
offered (o have a night session on spollighting which
wionld bewonderful! Anvone interested inbeing involved
please contact me et the DEC office in Busselton on

0753 5533,
Cherie Kemp

WESTERN RINGTAIL POSSUMS AT
WONNERUP HOUSE

The beautiful Mational Trust property “Wonnerup
House" near Busselton was the venue for a field day
in Movember 2008 that showeased how our very own
nature and native animals are coping with the urban
environments that are now surrounding them in Busselion
amd Dumsborougl,

Lotsof people came
to enjoy the warmth
of the sunshine and
the many different
presentations from
local groups. One
fazcinating display
forused on microbats
that reside in the
ald buildings. The
FAWMNA group brought in a variery of animals that have
been taken into care, while local vers demonstrated how
they prowided ireatment. Thers were olso people showing
how well cats and dogs can be trained 1o leave native
wildlifi alone. The LFH display was on westen ringiail
prossums, with all sorts of tps for living with them in
i urban envivomment. 1f vou would like o copy of the
netes produced, please ring me on 9752 5533

Cherie Kemp.



