WA PLANT MAKES THE TOP 10 NEW SPECIES LIST

Every year, the temational Institne for
pecies Exploration, which iz based al Arizona
University, USA, announces a list of the
“Top 10 Mew Species”, They are chosen from the
thousands of species described inthe preceding
calendaryear, omthe bazis of wnigue attributes,
surprising facts or peculiar nanies, The 2008
list included a new samphire from the Little
Sandy Dasert in WA, Teericornia bibend.
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This plant wade the list hecanse of 1ts name,
Thelarge, Aeshy, segmented stems rerminded its
discoverers of the *Michelin Man’, the logo of
Michelin Tvres. The company has given this
claracier the name Bibendwn, from the latin
words “md bibendum® (for donking) and this
was used as the basis for the species name. I

is not known what the company thinks about g
new plant being named after its logo!

The “Michelin Man " sarplire grows beside
saline or pypaiferous lakes in the Littde Sandy
[Jesert and was discovered during the vecent
Biolagical survey of the region. II.I::-JbLHInlI'rth
amyong samplires i that it appears that it may
lave @ C4 rather than a O3 photosyathetic
pathway - vhis adapation would belp it cope
wilhy desert conditions, Current threats o the
populationsare mainly fromirampling by came Is
anid burning, especially where the planis are
growing adjacent 1o spinifex hummocks
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