MORE ON BIG CATS IN WA

The article “Have you scen i
big cat?” in the October cdition of
Wesiere Wildiifzcentainly got people
talking! Ithas becose very abvions
that many people across rural WA
ave wwvare of the reports and rumours
of large unidentified cats rosming
the bush, and # good number have
inmteresting and wselul information
about the animals, whatever the
animals’ identity.

One of these accounts
comes from gn arca of ihe
Great Southern where people
huve reporied seeing very large
unidentified cat-like animals
over the vears and losing
livestock in unusual ways. In
Movember 2005, sceatchings
were found on a wandoo
tree that would make any
naturalist or coologist really
stop and take notice - and keep
waiching over thewr shoulder!
{gee phote]. Themain serateled aren
was big - over S0 cin across and 60
emp from gop t bottormn, with the top
of the seratchings approximately
ong metre from the ground. They
appeared as two “lobes”, which
could comespond with the left and
right paws of an animal (and is
cansistent with the pattern left by a
pel cat scratching a post or board).
There were alse olher seratches
arcund ithe tree runk close fo the
miam selolseraches, making il ook
like whatever wes responsible really
was letting off steam. But what was
really interesting (or worrving!)
wing the depth of the scratch marks

ey Looked like they'd been done
with sharpened stee] nails, with an
accumulated pike of “shavings™ atthe
base of the ree, The seratches were
Tar more widely spaced than those
of a big house cat, and many wereal
least 30ord0em long. [1iswnlikely
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that the seratches were howsed as
they wene found (purely by chanee)
in out-ol=the-way bushland that
few people wisie 11 seens almosi
certain that they were mude by a
large animal with very strong claws,
bt beyond dhat, it would be foolish
1o speculate,

Other interesting “scratch frees™
have alsocome 1o ighlin recent lines
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it ferent parts of fhe State, bt as
alwerys 1L 1s important 1o consider
other causes wid 1o serutinmse with a
critical mind. Some reecnl sightings
of the cats (hemselves have also
een made sinee Oatober’s article,
some of which genuinely seared
the witnesses, One even v lved
& pursuil of a punicked fully grown
weslern grey kangaroo by a “very
large black cat with a fong thick
ail™ (not many Teral cats would
panic a big fully grown kangamo!')
Cine aspect of sightings seems to be
repeated pverand over by witnesses:
these eats move withextraordinarily
speed, and are said to be quicker by
far than anvihing else in the bush.
Whatever their identity, it is essential
Lo gather as many lacls as possible,

photographing, measuring and
recording everyibing, People who
Tave good sightings of ynidentified
aimiimals (themselves or By Uieir
friends or family) should wrile
dovn as mueh infimmation about
the incidenl 25 soon as possible,
including mention of poings n the
landscape or nearly objecis o give
an iden of size and distance. It s
cvena good ideatopholograph
the site as landscapes change
withitime, Evewitness reports
are definitely net in the same
leagroe as hard evidence, but
should not be diseomnted.
Witnesses should be given
the opporiuniiy 1o present
their accounts in full, but
this information is far more
valuable when presented
clearly and properly recorded.
Arl im il mean time, we'll
kep watching for more roe
seeatches and footprints - or mavbe
some elusive “hody evidenes™ ..

Imterested  resders are invited
o contact Mike on (428 530 949
or hiremilkedtiprimes, cam.au.
Confidentiality can be graraniesd.

Did you buow ...7

v that ene weylie uns over
around sz tomnnes of soil per vear
while it iz digging for edible fungi
or burying seeds? Woylies have
dizappeared {rom most of our
whentbelt woodlands; is it any
weonder that (hesoll processes - water
infiltration, ltler decomposition,
regencralion ele — are not working
well in those woodlands?



