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Eastern Australian bottlebrushes 

Introduced bottlebrushes are spreading rapidly in 

lakes and creeks around Perth south to Bunbury. 

There are several species involved, including 

crimson bottlebrush (Callistemon citrinus) and 

weeping bottlebrush (C. viminalis), as well as 

various selections and hybrids. The species and 

selections readily cross, and many can set seed 

without fertilisation giving rise to pure true 

breeding forms. Currently most are found outside 

the range of our two native bottlebrushes, but 

recently hybrids were found with local Albany 

bottlebrush (Callistemon glaucus) near Lake 

Powell, between Albany and Denmark.  

Greg Keighery is a botanist and research scientist 

with Parks and Wildlife.  
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MEDITERRANEAN 
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J-M Dufour-Dror (2012) Alien Invasive Plants in Israel 

Middle East Nature Promotion Association, Jerusalem. 

Not surprisingly given the similarity in climate, 

nearly all the weeds listed in this book are 

recorded in Western Australia. However, one 

major exception is camphor weed (Heterotheca 

subaxillaris), a daisy from U.S. and Mexico. This 

species transforms coastal dunes, filling in open 

areas and creating a monoculture. Already a 

weed in Argentina, it is not a species we need. 

However, to show that WA gives as well as 

receives, we have contributed to Israel’s weed 

flora with four invasive species: bramble wattle 

(Acacia victoriae; introduced for afforestation), 

orange wattle (A. saligna; afforestation, soil 

stabilisation & landscaping), coastal wattle (A. 

cyclops; soil stabilisation) and pop saltbush 

(Atriplex holocarpa; forage). 

The book lists another seven WA natives as 

spreading: limestone wattle (Acacia 

sclerosperma), Mueller’s saltbush (Atriplex 

muelleri; a conservation-listed species in WA - 

Priority 1), berry saltbush (A. semibaccata; 

already weedy in U.S.), sprawling saltbush (A. 

suberecta), nodding saltbush (Einadia nutans), 

ruby saltbush (Enchylaena tomentosa) and small-

leaf saltbush (Maireana brevifolia). Mostly these 

have been brought in for forage and not known as 

weeds elsewhere in the world. Again this shows 

that species introduced to new areas for forage or 

soil stabilisation rarely stay where they are 

wanted. 
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Orange wattle (Acacia saligna) in its natural setting.  
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