




















Bettong
discovered

A brush-tailed bettong was
recently found at Port Kennedy.
The bettong (Bettongia penicilatta)
is gazetted rare and endangered.

Once common, this small
marsupial is now restricted to a
few areas in the South-West of WA
and Queensland. Before the
discovery at Port Kennedy, it was
believed the animal was extinct in
the metropolitan area, with the
closest known colony at Dryandra
State Forest.

The bettong was found during
volunteer mammal trapping work.
It was dead when found, probably
due to stress caused by being in
the trap, as they are believed to be
extremely sensitive animals.

Jeff Anderton, from the Port
Kennedy Land Conservation
District Committee, said the
volunteers’ fauna study work had
revealed the presence of seven
rare and endangered species in
the area.

“Over a three-month period, we
have trapped 213 bandicoots,"” Jeff
said.

Dunnarts, echidnas, tiger snakes,
and many other reptiles and birds
have also been recorded in the
Port Kennedy area.

Jeff said that the rich fauna i1s due
to the rabbit and fox bating
programme that has been carried
out in the area over the past few
years.
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News on System 6 update

Work proceeds on the System 6
update. Last year's floristic data has
been collated and is being analysed,
although it is too early to say exactly
what it will reveal. About 140 extra
survey sites in System 6 areas were
added, during the drought shortened
flowering season, to the 509 sites
surveyed for the floristic study of the
southern Swan Coastal Plain.

A small steering committee and a
technical committee are being
established to respectively oversee
and undertake most of the
government work on the update. The
Conservation Council will be
represented on the technical
committee to provide a source of input
from the conservation minded
community. The first meetings will be
held shortly, where one of the first
tasks of thewe groups will be to
consider the criteria proposed to be
used to assess potential System 6
areas.

Once the criteria have been finalised,
the community will be asked to
nominate areas that they consider are
likely to meet the criteria and should
be considered for inclusion as System
6 areas. These sites will be reviewed
and considered as potential sites for
survey during this coming winter-
spring flowering season.

The Department of Environmental
Protection is also proposing to
conduct a telephone-based fauna
survey, asking the community to ring
in and report sightings of selected
species of fauna. The concept is
based on a successful phone survey
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conducted by CALM wildlife research
about 18 months ago to get more
information of the southern brown
bandicoot distribution in the metropolitan
region. The species to be surveyed
have not been selected yet, but will be
chosen based on their believed
threatened status in the System 6 area
and presence of clear distinguishing
characteristics that will assist in
identification. Stay tuned for further
announcements on these initiatives.

The Environmental Protection Authority
recently gave interim protection, pending
finalisation of the System 6 update, to
about 40 special areas on the Swan
Coastal Plain representing threatened or
poorly reserved plant community types.
These areas were identified through the
botanical work done by Neil Gibson and
others, as detailed in the “Floristic
Survey of the Southern Swan Coastal
Plain”, and a survey of “Remnant
Vegetation on the Alluvial Soils on the
Eastern Side of the Swan Coastal Plain”
by Bronwen Keighery and Malcolm
Trudgen.

Maps of these special areas have been
distributed to local government
authorities, key government agencies
and the Conservation Council of WA.
The Environmental Protection Authority
considers that the value and integrity of
the areas identified on these maps
needs to be protected. Until finalisation
of the System 6 update programme, any
development proposals likely to impact
on these areas should be referred to the
EPA for environmental assessment.

For more information contact Kevin
McAlpine on 222 7055.
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