




















Hot topics up
for discussion

Hardly a week went by last summer when we
weren't bombarded with news of yet another
bush-fire in the Perth metropolitan area. Will
next summer be as bad? The Urban Bushland
Council hopes not and, to help make sure, is
holding a conference at the end of August.

Burning our Bushland — the impact and
control of fire in urban bushland will be held
on Friday 25 and Saturday 26 August 1995.

Mary Gray, president of the Urban Bushland
Council, said that fire was one of the major
concerns of the council.

“With Perth's long dry summers, the pockets
of bushland in urban areas are particularly
susceptible to fire,” Mary said.

“Although the Australian bush is adapted to
fire, frequentfires can devastate smallpatches
of bush. Many fires in Perth are caused by
arson and we are keen to get everyone
together to work out what can be done to
reduce the problem.”

Mary said that may mean setting up special
fire-watch programmes, running educational
programmes, or taking other measures to
prevent bush fires.

“We hope to get together urban bushland
managers, community representatives, fire
fighters, arson investigators, journalists and
anyone else interested in the issue to nut out
some possible solutions,” she said.

The conference has been made possible by
funding from the Minister for the Environment
and the Gordon Reid Foundation for
Conservation.

Anyone interested in finding out more about
the conference or presenting a talk or
workshop should ring conference organiser
Jillian Harris on 385 2275 during office hours.
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System 6 update

The EPA has recognised that there is
a need to review and update the
recommendations contained in the
System 6 reports and also the coastal
plain portion of System 1.

The update programme is expected to
take about two anda halfto three years
tocomplete. Priority inthe early stages
of the programme has gone into the
field survey programme which can only
take place over the spring flowering
periods.

A steering committee comprised of
senior representatives from key state
government agencies, local
government and an EPA member has
now been established and has met
and consideretG key issues and
objectives for the programme.

A technical working group with a wide
ranging interest in the programme is
meeting regularly. A workshop with
involvement from various experts from
government and the community was
held recently to help formulate the
criterianeeded to establish the guide-
lines for the review.

A series of public meetings were held
early in July throughout the area
affected by the update.

These meetings provided an
opportunity for the community to find
out more about the update programme
and provide input if they were aware of
areastheybelievedtobe of significance.

The public now have until August 18 to
identify any bushland they believe has
high conservation value and should be
recommended for government
protection.

Information kits are available to be sent
out to people.

The kit explains what the System 6
Update is about, what the selection
criteria are and how to go about
nominating areas for inclusion in the
update report.

To get a copy of the information kit call
the Department of Environmental
Protection on 222 7127 between 8am
and 5pm on weekdays.

Managing change in Landcare

Managing Change in Landcare is the title of the state landcare conference to be held on
September 27, 28 and 29. The conference aims to build on the success and enthusiasm
generated at the inaugural state landcare conference in 1993.

The conference will focus on the joint topics of landcare and integrated catchment
management, with papers on the themes of environmental change, social change and

government change.

For more information contact Motive Conventions on 322 2666.
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