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A surge in interest in Perth's bushland
saw the launch of two important
publications late last year — Managing
Perth's Bushlands and Burning Our
Bushland.

Managing Perth's Bushlands — Perth’s
bushlands and how to manage them,
contains a wealth of information about
the origin of ecology. threats and ways to
manage Perth's bushland. It traces the
growth in interest in the protection of
Perth's bushland and describes the
major plant communities of the Perth
metropolitan region. Disturbances on
urban bushland areas are also discussed
along with suggestions on how to limit or
eliminate them.

The manual contains information on how
to re-establish native vegetation, plan a
regeneration project and importantly,
where to get more information if required
on any of the topics covered.

With the increasing involvement of
different individuals and bodies in urban
bushland, Managing Perth's Bushlands

Murtine Scheltema, Dr Stephen Hopper aund Jounna Seabrook (10 whom the manual is dedicated

10), ut the launch in Kings Park.
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attempts to gather informalli n available
from a confusing range of sources, or
sources not readily available. The
manual will help the individual or group
become familiar with the issues and
processes concerned with bushland
areas.

Of particular interest are the descriptions
of the 357 weed species known to occur
in the metropolitan area. Given the
threats placed on urban bushland from
weeds, Greening WA special projects
manager and co-editor of the manual
Martine Scheltema feels the publication
is important because it details both
chemical and physical techniques for
controlling weeds.

Since the launch of Managing Perth’s
Bushland by Dr Steven Hopper, Director
of Kings Park, the initial response has
been excellent according to Greening
WA General Manager Murray Edmonds.

While Managing Perth's Bushlands does
not claim to be the definitive work on
urban bushland, it is envisaged it will

and managers

become an essential reference for all
involved in caring for remnant bushland
in the Perth metropolitan region. Beyond
that, it will provide an introduction for
those wanting to know more about the
bushland around Perth, as well as being
a source of useful information for those
involved in managing bushland outside
the metropolitan region.

Continued on page 2

Ecoplan heads
for Bunbury

Ecoplan will undertake a training
program in the Bunbury area on the
weekend of 22, 23 & 24 February
1996. A request for this was made to
the DEP during the System 6 update
regional visits last year.

Ecoplan co-ordinator Margo O'Byrne
said there were many people working
in Bunbury and the surrounding
areas who were keen to look after
the environment. “We want to assist
these people and help find some new
recruits,” she said.

Sessions will cover the special
values of the local environment,
importance of the local flora and
fauna, and will be friendly and
interactive. They will look at how
people can work together, the role of
state and local government, bush
regeneration and draw from the
experiences of people who have
undertaken local community care for
bushland.

The course will be conducted at the
Department of Agriculture meeting
room. For further details please
contact Margo O'Byrne (09) 222
7054 or Jon Elder (09) 222 7096.
Carolyn Switzer (097 255 268) may
also be contacted in Bunbury to
express an interest in attending.






















System 6 update heads bush

The Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) is continuing to
coordinate the System 6 update program
into 1996. The draft report with the
updated recommendations is expected
to be completed and released for public
comment near the close of this year.

The public responded positively to the
DEP’s call for bushland areas to be
submitted for consideration in the
System 6 update program with a total of
343 areas referred from 203
respondents. These areas were then
categorised according to their location
and availability of botanical information,
and prioritised. Many of the areas were
already included in System 6 or
surveyed so a repeat visit was not
required. A field program was initiated
to collect information on the vegetation
and floristics of the unsurveyed areas as
well as some additional areas identified
through the program.

The initial phase of this field program
only considered bushland on the Swan
Coastal Plain and focused on collecting
floristic information. It was completed in
December 1995 after surveying a total of
89 areas, 63 of which were submitted to
the program by the public.

The next phase of the field program is to
begin a field assessment of bushland
areas on the Darling Scarp and Darling
Plateau and to process, analyse and
interpret the floristic information for the
bushland areas on the Swan Coastal
Plain.

As a result of this year's field program on
the coastal plain, two new populations of
Declared Rare Flora (DRF) were
discovered in 1995, adding to the two
new DRF populations discovered
through the program in 1994. One
species of sedge was also rediscovered
(Lepidospermum rostratum), having last
been located in 1947. In addition to
these highlights many new populations
of priority flora taxa have also been
found.

The Department of Environmental
Protection would like to thank all
those members of the public who
took the time to submit areas of
bushland for consideration in the
update program.
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New arrivals

Jon Elder is now working part-time in the Conservation Branch on Ecoplan with
Margo O’Byrne. Jon finished his under-graduate degree in Applied Science
(Fisheries) in 1992 and moved from far-north Queensland and the aquaculture
industry in 1994 to study a Master of Science (Natural Resource Management) at
UWA.

Since moving to Perth, Jon has worked as a Team Leader for the Australian

Trust for Conservation Volunteers since its successful re-introduction to WA in
late 1994.

Jon also is a lecturer at Curtin University and a research assistant for a small
environmental consulting firm.

Jon will be in the office on Tuesdays and Wednesdays on ph: 222 7096 and
fx: 322 1598.
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