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/" WESTERN BRISTLEBIRDS AT NUYTS

At least flve (and probably at
ieast seven) Western Bristle-
birds were located in the Sep-
tember 2002 monitoring at
Nuyts Wilderness, Walpole-
Nornalup National Park.

Since 1999 and 2000, when
we translocated a total of 15
birds from Two Peoples Bay
Nature Reserve to Nuyts, the
birds have had to cope with a
major wildfire in March 2001.
Monitoring in September 2003
was more difficult because the
birds were calling less fre-
guently than expected, per-
haps because of unusual sea-
sonal conditions. Given these
circumstances, we are encour-
aged by the numbers of birds
recorded during the latest

monitoring.

As in the previous year, birds
were concentrated in the

buffer strip that was burnt in
1998 to provide some protec-
tion of the area from wildfire.

At the recent Recovery Team
meeting, options for future ac-
tions were discussed. It was
agreed that putting extra birds
into this site would make it too
difficult to determine whether
the translocation was really
successful. (For a translocation
to be judged as successful, we
would need to demonstrate
that breeding had occurred at
the site). Instead, we decided
to investigate another site a
few kilometres away near the

Woolbale Hills. After field
inspections and discussions
with local CALM staff and
other knowledgeable indi-
viduals, we feel that a
translocation to this site
would be viable. This would

“probably occur in spring of

next year.

In conclusion, I would like
to thank all those volun-
teers and CALM staff mem-
bers from Albany, Walpole
and Perth who have con-
tributed to this program ~
the dedication to successful
conservation outcomes is
inspiring, and has been a
major factor in our success
to date. .

Allan Burbidge
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