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A newsLetter about the conservation of threatened birds on the south coast of Wt5tern AustraLia 

Western Bristlebird translocation to Walpole 

If anyone ever tells you that bris­
tlebirds are easy to catch, don't 
believe them! The grand plan to 
capture up to 10 bristlebirds for 
translocation to Walpole in Sep­
tember and October 2007 came a 
little unstuck when the bristle­
birds refused to cooperate. 

Unexpectedly, the bristlebirds 
weren't very responsive to play­
back so after several capture at­
tempts in which the bristlebirds 
pretty much ignored us, we de­
cided to delay captures for an­
other few weeks. Once we 
launched back into capture at­
tempts we continued to have lit­
tle success until, just when we 
were contemplating giving up, we 
managed to capture Bravo on the 

20th October. Bravo was an A­
calling bird - the assumption is 
that A-calling bristlebirds are 
male and B-calling birds are fe­
male. Bristlebirds seem to hang 
around in pairs and the A-calls 
that are presumably given by the 
male are often answered with a 
B-call. However, no one had told
Bravo this and at times in the 
aviary he repeatedly sang A-calls 
followed by B-calls! 

Bravo's capture was followed by 
a string of bad luck - just when 
the bristlebirds were responding 
well to playback we had four that 
managed to escape the net. Even­
tually we managed to catch Delta 
on 7th November. Delta was a B­
calling bird and was captured on 
the same netline as Bravo. She 
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may have been his mate, although
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other A-calling bird. On the last 
day of capture attempts (9th No­
vember) we caught Whiskey, an­
other A-calling bird. 

So off to Walpole with just three 
birds - a smaller number than we 
had planned but a huge amount of 
effort went into catching them. 
They were released near Man­
dalay Beach on the 13th Novem­
ber. All three were fitted with 
transmitters and for the first 
week they were radio-tracked in­
tensively. Whiskey was released 
on his own and Delta and Bravo 
were released together a few 
hundred metres away. It was 
thought that because Delta and 
Bravo were captured from the 

same territory that they might 
stay together. However, this 
proved not to be the case. 
While Delta stayed very close 
to the release site for the first 
few days, Bravo took off and 
went exploring. Whiskey also 
spent a few days moving 
around and exploring before 
returning to within a few hun­
dred metres of his release site. 

Five days after release, Delta 
finally began to move. She 
could hear Whiskey singing and 
gradually began to make her 
way towards him. By the end 
of the day she was within 1 00m 
of Whiskey and began to reply 
to his A-calls with B-calls. 
Since they paired up, Delta and 
Whiskey have continued to stay 
close together and are often 
heard duetting. Bravo however 
has been much less vocal. He 
sang for the first couple of 
weeks but then went quiet. 
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