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AFTER nearly four years of hard
work and extensive research and
consultation, the Environmental
Protection Authority (EPA)

has released the State of the
Environment (SoE) report for
Western Australia.

The document, which is an
environmental report card, summarises
the condition of WA’s environment,
assesses the major environmental
issues and problems and makes
recommendations to address them.

It shows that the biggest
environmental challenges for WA
are preventing the loss of biodiversity,
halting the degradation of inland waters
(such as wetlands and waterways),
and addressing global pressures such
as climate change and the growing
consumption of natural resources.

In addition, the report identifies 34
environmental issues of importance
to WA. The most significant were
identified as climate change,
consumption of natural resources,
greenhouse gas emissions,
Phytophthora dieback, introduced
animals, weeds, land salinisation and
salinisation of inland waters.

Acting Director of DEC’s Strategic
Policy Division Ray Wallis said the
report was developed by the EPA as
an independent statement to the State
Government.

“The process began towards the
end of 2003 when the EPA was asked
to deliver a report on the state of the
environment to the Minister for the
Environment,” he said.

The first step was to form a steering
committee made up of people with

varying backigrounds and expertjgp
In addition to EPA members, th
committee included representats
such as Dr Tom Hatton (CSIROl
Sarah Knight (ABC : Rex Edme
(NRM Council),
Taylor (Conservatis
Hewitt (Chamber om
Industry), D Libb=
Roy Green, as welll ‘
part on a short-terr—

“Working groups
each of the eight e
the report — fundar
atmosphere, land, =
marine, human setasims-
and towards sustainabili

“A number of departw
officers participated on these grous
providing technical advice that fecm
into the report’s content.”

The groups met each month for

about a year to work through the issues

and develop draft reports that were
then submitted to the EPA for review.
A draft SoE report was released in
June 2006 for public comment.
Following the analysis of about 80

public submissions, the EPA finalised

the report and released it on 2 July.
“About 300 people from more than
60 organisations contributed their time

and expertise to the development of the

report including people on the steering
committee, working groups and those
who provided help in producing the
report,” Ray said.

He also said the report was a
culmination of many DEC officers’
hard work.

continued on page 2

New tools for cane
toad control

‘NEW tools for cane toad control? Recent discoveries in pheromones
and parasites’ was the title of a recent seminar at which some of
Australia’s foremost researchers presented innovative research findings

on cane toad biology.

The seminar was the second in the Invasive Animals Cooperative Research
Centre’s (IA CRC) ‘Breakthrough Seminar Series’ and was opened by
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WA's environment receives its report card

(Left to right) WA Farmers Federation President Trevor De Landgraffi, Environment Minister David
Templeman, WAFF past President Colin Nicholl, DEC Director General Keiran McNamara and Chair of the
Natural Resource Management Regional Chairs Garry English. Photo — Rhianna King

Policy launch marks important step
towards good neighbour relations

DEC’s commitment to working in partnership
with its neighbours has resulted in the release of
its Good Neighbour Policy.

The policy was developed through extensive
consultation with key industry bodies — the WA Farmers
Federation and the Pastoralists and Graziers Association
—and the WA Local Government Association, other
government agencies and DEC’ neighbours. The policy
is designed to build and maintain good relations with
the more than 16,000 landowners who share boundaries
with DEC-managed lands.

It provides advice about common cross-boundary
management issues ranging from fire management to
fences and control of weeds and pest animals.

At the launch of the policy on the“Young family’s
farm at Dryandra, near Narrogin, DEC Director
General Keiran McNamara said completing the
Good Neighbour Policy document was just part of a
journey that began several years ago.

“The policy has been a long time in development
as there has long been a need for DEC to state
formally its aim to build and maintain good relations
with all of its neighbours, and to set out the way in
which the department deals with common cross-
boundary issues,” he said.

By Rhianna King

‘walk the talk’. This will require the input of all DEC
staff.”’

WA Farmers Federation President Trevor De
Landgrafft said the Good Neighbour Policy was a
landmark document that fostered a mutual respect for
the roles of land managers on both sides of the fence.

He said he commended the policy to landowners.

Keiran also released the results of an extensive
neighbour survey that saw almost 1000 neighbours
comment on the department as a neighbour. Forty-
one per cent of respondents said they were satisfied
overall with DEC as a neighbour.

“These results highlight areas for improvement

. and will provide us with a benchmark with which to

make comparisons in the future,” he said.
Keiran commended all of the DEC staff who
had contributed to the policy development and the

_ extensive neighbour and stakeholder engagement that

was a vital part of the process.
The policy, the neighbour survey results and a
summary of public submissions are available from

Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for the Environment Dr Sally Talbot.

Summarising his group’s research on the biology of the cane toad at Fogg
Dam in the Northern Territory, Professor Rick Shine from the University of
Sydney spoke about his and researcher Crystal Kelehear's discovery of the
parasitic lungworm Rhabdias.

Rhabdias has been identified as a possible control agent as it debilitates
toads and slows their ability to spread.

This ecologically based approach to control still requires detailed studies
to check that native frogs, like their eastern states counterparts from where
the lungworm originates, are not significantly impacted by the parasite.

Other research presented at the seminar included a cane toad killing spray
developed by Dr David Dall and the work of Professor Rob Capon from the
University of Queensland.

Professor Capon'’s research into the chemical ecology of cane toads, which
builds on observational work by Professor Shine, has identified an alarm
pheromone made by cane toad tadpoles when they are in distress which
causes other tadpoles to flee. It is hoped the pheromone can be isolated and
used to disrupt cane toad reproduction.

Professor Shine is also collaborating with DEC Principal Research Scientist
Dr David Pearson to study interactions between cane toads and Kimberley fauna.

“This will enable us to identify species at risk and thus establish
conservation priorities,” David said.

Since December 2004, the State Government has allocated more than
$10 million to address the threat of cane toads. IA CRC Chief Executive Officer
Professor Tony Peacock is reviewing the effectiveness of on-ground toad control
to assist the State Government in making future investment decisions.

“Now, the challenge for the department will be to_

.

THANKS to a partnership
between DEC’s Swan Region
and the Disability Services
Commission, Swan Region rec-
reation sites will be more easily
accessible to the 20 per cent of
Western Australians who have a
disability.

Through the commission’s You’re
Welcome — WA Access Initiative,
people with disabilities will be
provided with access information
about facilities including recreation
sites, hotels, restaurants, toilets and
car parks.

As part of the initiative, DEC’s
Director Corporate Services
John Byrne has contracted Clint
Van Roon and his assistant Gail
Haworth to undertake a pilot audit

of many of the Swan Region’s
recreation sites for disability access.
Clint is a paraplegic as a result

of a car accident in 1999 and says
he feels the role was custom made
for him.

- “The majority of the recreation
areas we have audited so far have had

surprisingly good access,” Clint said.

“While some areas could be
improved, overall there is easy
access to picnic and barbecue areas

“as well as other facilities.”

During the audit process, Clint
assesses whether park facilities

- can be accessed by someone using

a w!leelchair and also checks that
ramps are not too steep using a
gradient measure.

So far Yanchep, John Forrest and

DEC’s NatureBase website at www.naturebase.net.

John Byrne and Clint Van Roon.
Photo — Brenda Smith

Serpentine national parks, Matilda
Bay Reserve, Perth Hills National
Parks Centre, Icy Creek at Lane
Poole Reserve and Creery Wetlands
have been audited.

For more information about the
You’re Welcome — WA Access
Initiative visit www.dsc.wa.gov.au.
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