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Cane to 
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THE STATE Government's fight 

against the cane toad has received 

a $1 million boost. 

Premier Alan Carpenter 
announced the funding at The 
University of Western Australia. 

"The ultimate answer to stopping 
the invasion of the cane toad lies in 
science," he said. 

Mr Carpenter said $500,000 
would go towards groundbreaking 
research that could ultimately lead 
to the development of a biological 
weapon designed to kill cane toads 
without harming native animals. 

repertoire of the cane:""itnoaian"t!i-n�ci 
to discover its 'Achilles heel', 
enabling the development of a spe­
cific biological control mechanism. 

"We need to find out what genes 
might be relevant to controlling the 
cane toad," he said. 

"A successful control mechanism 
needs to either kill or interfere with 
the development of the toad or its 
breeding and it also needs to be 
self-propagating." 

Professor Morahan said the initia­
tive was the first Australian genome 
project and wo_uld also assist in 
other fields, including medical 
research. 
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Professor Grant Morahan from 
the WA Institute for Medical 
Research will lead the research - a 
cane toad genetic research project. 

Professor Morahan said the proj­
ect aimed to detennine the genetic 

During the announcement of the 
new funding Professor Dale Roberts, 
who is collaborating with Professor 
Morahan on the genome project, 
acknowledged the work of DEC in 
the battle against the cane toad. 

Picture at the cane toad funding announcement (left to right) were Professor Dale Robertsji'Oln UWA, Premier Alan 
Cmpente,; Professor Grant Morahan jimn the WA Institute for Medical Research and Dr Winston Kay jimn DEC, the 

Program Coordinator for the State Cane Toad Initiative. Photo -Joanna Moore. 

If you see a cane toad .... 
DEC became the lead agency 

responsible for cane toad man­

agement in WA from 1 July 2005 

and is responsible for investigat­

ing reported sightings of cane 

toads throughout the State. 

Program Coordinator of the 
State Cane Toad Initiative Winston 
Kay said people who contact 
Perth-based DEC staff to report a 
suspected cane toad should be 
directed to DEC's Nature 

Protection Branch on 9334 0292. 
"ln regional areas where local 

expettise is available, DEC staff 
should iiwestigate local reports of 
cane toads and forward the details, 
including the outcomes of the inves­
tigation, to Nature Protection Branch 
by email (imports@dec.wa.gov.au)," 
Winston said. 

"If no expertise is available in 
regional areas, details of the report 
should be forwarded to Nature 

Protection Branch for investigation. 
"This procedure does not apply 

to cane toad control operations cur­
rently underway in the Northern 
Territory east ofKununurra." 

People who call the cane toad 
hotline (1800 084 881) during 
office hours will be transferred to 
DEC. Calls to this number after 
hours will be referred to a call 
centre linked to Nature Protection 
Branch. 

Federal award for MATES program 

Pictured (left to right) were South West Aboriginal Training Supervisor Karim Khan with Aboriginal trainees Carol
Rodd, Jeny Narkle, Luke Puertollano and Ryan Humphries on project work at Shark Bay. 

DEC's Mentored Aboriginal Training 

and Employment Scheme (MATES) 

program has won a 2007 Federal 

Minister's Award for Excellence for 

Employers of Australian Apprentices. 
The MATES program was awarded 

the top prize in the WA Southern 
Region category by the Federal 
Minister for Vocational and Further 

Education, Andrew Robb. 
DEC's Coordinator of Traineeship 

and Cadetsh.ip Programs, Laura 
Sinclair, said the MATES program -
the first of its kind in the public sec­
tor - supported the department's aim 
to achieve IO to 15 per cent 
Aboriginal employment by 2016. 

"The object of the program is to 

produce confident and competent 
trainees ready to step into field offi­
cer roles," Laura said. 

"We now have about 80 
Aboriginal staff- and many of these 
are current members or graduates of 
the MATES program, which has been 
employing trainees for five years. 
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He said the joint State­
Commonwealth project to undettake 
a major biological survey of the 

Kimberley islands would be impor­
tant for developing strategies to pro­
tect the biodiversity of the Kimberley. 

The $1 million funding also 
includes $340,000 for on-ground 

work by community groups and 
·$150,000 to fund a new coordinat­
ing role based in Kununurra.

The new funding takes the State
Government's commitment to fight­
ing the westward expansion of cane
toads to almost $12 million since
December 2004.

Communication boost as 
DEC spearheads new 

electronics technology 
WESTERN Australia's fire­

fighting operations and emer­

gency management will get a 

major boost as DEC spear­

heads the introduction of the 

latest satellite communications 

for its emergency services and 

land and marine management 

operations. 

DEC's communications net­
works across the State will be 
expanded during the next two 
years following the allocation of 
$6 million provided by the 
Australian Government's Clever 
Networks program. 

"This is sharp end technolo­
gy," the Manager of DEC's Fire 
Management Services, Rick 
Sneeuwjagt, said. 

"People working away from 
our communication hubs will 
now be completely connected 
and traceable by satellite. 

"They will be able to tap into 
information systems and gain 
instant access to maps and 
weather information on site. 

"This will enable managers to 
establish command posts for 
incidents located in even the 
most remote areas of the State. 
It's wonderful." 

He said DEC was regarded by 
other States' emergency net-

works as being a leader in its use 
of satellite and radio communi­
cations technology. 

"We're the guinea pigs and 
our actions will be watched 
around the country," he said. 

Money has come from two 
stages of the Clever Networks 
program. A total of $1. 75 million 
came from the Emergency 
Connect WA project in Round 1 
and a further $4.25 million came 
from the Bush Medivac WA 
project in Round 2. 

DEC will use the funds to tap 
into satellite networks that will 
boost weather monitoring systems, 
remote sensing, voice and location 
tracking and text messaging. 

Broadband satellite equipment 
will be installed in 16 remote 
offices which will then be able to 
use DECNet. 

Three hundred and sixty track­
ing devices and 360 visual dis­
play terminals will be installed 
in remote vehicles, fire vehicles, 
aircraft and boats to better moni­
tor and locate staff and equip­
ment during emergency opera­
tions across the State. Nineteen 
radio repeater towers will be 
built to expand DEC's regional 
services network. 
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