


South Austrauan UrbATe...

Victorian  UrpATe...

A South Australian Malleefowl steering group has now
been cstablished to coordinate mallecfowl monitoring,
research and community education in this State.

Last year systematic mallecfowl surveys were carried
out at existing grids. It appears that Malleefowl
populations in these surveyed areas are relatively
stable with a possible increase in activity in fox
baited areas. These surveys not only provide valuable
information on Malleefow! habits and assist in popula-
tion monitoring bul also act as a catalyst for community
involvement in Mallce conscrvation. Surveys have been
aided by numerous individuals and community groups
who continue to provide invaluable voluntary support.

These groups include: Cooltong/Pooginook grid
(Riverland Parks Fricnds group); Ferries McDonald grid
(Ferrics McDonald and Monarto friends group, Murray
Bridge High School, ATCV); Mt Scott grid (Bulchers
Gap friends group); Calperum, Chowilla grids (Renmark
Lions Club); Danggali grid (Retired Apex members);
Bakara / Short grids (4WD Adventurers Club) and
Martins grid (Landcare group)

Survey grids have been established in the Cleve Hills
(Gales property) and improved in Innes National Park
(assisted by the Innes friends group and Pt Pearce
aboriginal community). These and existing grids will be
surveyed later this year. Anyonc interested in being
involved can call their local coordinator (see diary dates)
or contact Stuart Pillman on 08 8204 8875.

Apart from providing general information on local
Mallecfow] populations, grids have also been installed
for particular rescarch purposes. For instance, Calperum
and Chowilla grids (Bookmark Biosphere Reserve) will
help assess the impacts of sheep grazing on malicefowl
whilst grids at Bakara Conservation Park and nearby on
Henry Short's property will assist in measuring
mallecfowl recovery and the effectiveness of the long
standing community-coordinated fox control program.

Reccntly data loggers were used at Cooltong to obtain
profiles of nest opening behaviour and it is hoped that
this information will assist in the mapping of active
mounds using air-borne infra red sensors.

Malleclowl focated in Mulga woodland in the Anangu-
Pitjantjatjara lands (north west SA) have continued to be
monitored with the assistance and support of the local
communitics and although at this stage numbers appear
low there are indications that breeding is occurring.
Consideration is being given 1o installing additional
grids in the western Murray Mallee, far west coast and
the central region (Murray Bridge) in 1997,

By Stuart Praman, DENR (SA)
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During the 1995/6 breeding season we monitored about
600 nests in 18 grids in NW Vicloria and permanently
marked these grids with roadside refiectors. We found
that Mallecfow! breeding densities had increased from
the drought last year, but were generally still about 10 to
15% below those recorded before the drought. We also
found a positive corrclation between the abundance of
[allen lerp (the carbohydrate tests of Glycaspis psyllids)
at sttes and how well Mallecfowl populations had
recovered from the drought. The Victorian government
understands the importance of the monitoring and we
expect the program to continue next year.

A database has heen developed to store monitoring data,
facilitate monitoring and provide immediate access to
this jimportant data. Each nest is described in about 50
fields detailing its focation and features. A prototype is
currently in usc, and features automatic summary reports
and plotting and will be reported on in the next cdition
of 'The Mallee Fowl .

Soon we will be producing a
monitoring manual for use in
the field. Whilce it will be
designed primarily for use in
Victoria, we will consult
representatives from other
states to arrive at a standard
set of definitions and proce-
dures for monitoring
Malleefowl. This will mean
data collected across
Australia will be compara-
ble, and others can use the
manual and database to
facilitate their monitoring
efforts.

We are currently reviewing
the monitoring data collected
in Victoria. While worrying
declines are evident over the
past few years at some sites,
possibly related to the 1994/5 drought, long-term trends
al two siles suggest similar densities exist now as 25
years ago when breeding densitics were first measured.

An intensive monitoring program has been started to
gauge the indirect effect of the Rabbit Calici-virus
Disease (RCD) on Malleefowl. We cxpect that rabbit
populations will collapse due to RCD, resulting in fots
of hungry foxces and increased predation on Malleefowl
adults, chicks and cggs. To mceasure the cffects on
Mallcefowl. we have established some new grids near
agricultural land where foxes are common bul not
rabbits. At some sites fox numbers will also be reduced
by intensive baiting. We will monitor all nests within
these sites three or four times a year, and also measure
breeding success at working nests.

By Jot Benstemesn, Victoria

West Austrauan Urpate...

The Malleefow] Preservation Group Inc. (MPG)
continues to be very active around Ongerup in main-
taining and cxpanding public interest in Matlecfowl
conservation. Over 30 schools have been visited and
given tatks on Mallecfowl conservation and landcare in
the Wheatbelt. Other initiatives by the MPG include
"The Marvellous Mallecfowl', a brochure written by the
MPG and published by the Department of Conservation
and Land Management (CALM). This provides an
attractive introduction to Mallecfowl conservation.

MPG, with $31 000 {rom the Gordon Reid Foundation,
has just fenced 21 km of vegetated corridors, linking
known Malleefow!] populations across ten farms. Fox
haiting by local farmers, and by CALM on neighbour-
ing reserves, continucs in the Ongerup arca. MPG have
gaincd a State Government grant for a school kit on
Mallcefowl and work will begin shortly.

A Kitless Kat Klinic, approved by the Western Austral-
ian Velerinarians Board. was funded by donations and
assisted by many volunteers, to provide a day of free
sterilisation for cats in the
Ongerup district. The
response was overwhelm-
ing with 74 candidaltc
cats. not all of which
could be treated in the
time available.

A newer Mallcefowl

Distribution of the malleefow!: past and present (= preseat dx'sn-ibmion;?éf{= , pror disribution, Source: Priddel 1989)
X = Post 1984 sightings E = Recent local extinctions 1 = Probable locat extinction

Prescrvation Group based
at Wubin/Dalwallinu in
the north-eastern
wheatbelt is coordinating
a fox baiting project in
late August 1996. The
project involves 100
farmers baiting over 350,
(00 continuous hectares,
at their own cost. This is
part of the Western Shield
project, a CALM initiative
that has expanded to become the world's largest
campaign against introduced predators. For more
information contact Caris Bailey, Project Officer at
CALM (09) 442 0300 and scc the diary dates for fox
hailing times.

'The Wubin/Dalwallinu group hosted members from the
Royal Australasian Ornithological Union (RAQU)
carlicr in August in a concerted attempt to find as many
active Malleefowl mounds as possible.

CALM is coordinating the Statewide collection of
Malleefowl material including feathers and dead
specimens, for genetic analysis by the South Austral-
ian Museum. CALM is also conducting another
baiting program on over five million hectares of land
under the Western Shield project. As a part of this,
Project Eden, at Shark Bay, will, in cooperation with
the local community, re-cstablish Mallecfowl
populations on Point Peron, which is predator frec.

The WA Mallcefowl Recovery Group has a new
convenor, the Threatened Species Network’s WA
Coordinator, Denise True. Thanks from the Group to
the previous WA Coordinator, Jean-Paul Orsini, who
has been deeply involved in Mallecfow! conscrvation
in WA for many years. The Group is now concen-
trating on assisting local communities to establish
malleefowl preservation groups in at lest five widely
spaced parts of the Wheatbelt. Many other valuable
projects by memher groups are continuing.

By dJorn Buymi, WA CALM

New Soutn Wares Urbare...

The New South Wales National Parks and Wildlife
Service (NPWS) has been rescarching aspects of
malleefow] ecology throughout the western region of
the state. One crucial study has been determining the
role of the fox in the decline of malleefowl numbers.

We have released malleefowt fitted with miniature
radio transmilters into Yathong Nature Reserve, in
central NSW about 160 km south of Cobar. Many of
these birds were killed by foxes within weeks of
release: few survived fonger than a month. We
expected that foxes were a major reason for the decline
in mallecfow! numbers but were surprised at how
devastating fox predation was. In NSW the fox is
preventing most malleefowl young from reaching
maturity.

We baited a large scction of the reserve monthly,
poisoning ahout SO0 foxes in {ive months, but large
numbers of foxes were still in the mallee. We com-
menced regolar baiting of the whole reserve (over
100.000 ha) but only found this o increase the life
spans of the released birds to months instead of days.
Foxes flowed into the reserve almost as fast as we
were killing them. To extend the baited area in 1992
the focal NPWS office approached the reserve’s
ncighbours about partaking in a hroad-scale and
regular baiting program to beaefit wildlife on the
reserve and livestock on the propertics. That baiting
programme has gone from strength to strength. In four
haiting operations since October 1995 16,000 bails
were issued (o properties adjoining Yathong Nature
Reserve (monthly baiting still takes place within the
reserve). Now released birds survive for much
longer; and some have paired with wild malleefowl.

Since the NPWS and adjoining landholders arc
hammering foxes so hard in the district. swinging the
tide in the favour of this unique Australian bird, we
feel more at case about refeasing captive-bred
mallecfowl into the reserve. Although the security of
malleefowl in this state is still much in the dark we can
now sce light at the end of the tnnel.

By Rosert WikeLer, NSW (NPWS)
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WesTERN AUSTRALIA

Diary DATES

South AustrAaLiA

The Maleefow! Preservation Group Inc. holds its

meetings the last Wednesday of each month in

the Ongerup Roadhouse (7:30pm in winter and

8pm in summer), for further information and

event details contact the group on (098) 28 2007.

29-30 Auvgust  Grid work - Ongerup district. Volun-
tcers needed.

31 August  Social Day - Fitzgerald River National
Park Association (bushwalk, picnic.
harbecuc). All welcome.

14-18 October  Grid work - Ongerup district (beautiful
wildflower season!). Voluntcers
necded.

23-24 Octoher  Fox Baiting - Ongerup district (heauti-
ful wildflower season!). Volunteers
needed.

3-4  November Population Survey - Nugadong
Reserve, Dalwallinu (half an hour’s
drive from farm accommodation).

Rod Smith (02) 397 5319 or (402) 293
2777

New South W aLes

Compass and whistle required. Contact:

20-22  September Population Survey - Tarawi (80 km
north of Renmark, adjacent to Gandara
Conscrvation Park). Volunteers
welcome. Contact: Ray Dayman (050)
231278

23-25 August  Population Survey - Tarawi (80 km
north of Renmark, adjacent to Gandara
Conscrvation Park). Volunteers
welcome. Contact: Ray Dayman (050)
231278

Late  November Population Survey - West Wyalong
(date 1o be finalised). Contact: Robert
Wheeler (02) 95 856 553

12-13 QOctober

12-13 October

26-27 Oclober

20-27 October

Fnd  October

End  October

Early November

21 November

Fnd  November

VicTorna

Population Survey - Inncs CP
Contact: Bruce Bone (088) 854 4040

Population Survey - Calperum/
Chowilla district. Contact: Andy
McQuic (086) 883 111

Population Survey - Bakara district.
Contact: Stephanic Williams (085)
952 176 or Heidi Fictke (085) 763
345

Population Survey - Cooltong
district. Contact: Joe Stelmann
(085)952 179

Population Survey - Martin's
property. Contact: Di Green (08) or
Jo Tilley (086) 883 111

Population Survey - Danggali
district. Contact: Joc Stelmann (085)
952 179

Population Survey - Cleve district.
Contact: Di Green or Jo Tilley (086)
883 111

Population Survey - Henry Shorts

HA. Contact: Stephanic Williams

(085) 952 176 or Heidi Ficlke (085)
763 345

Population Survey - Ferries
McDonald CP. Contact Robin Storr
or Stuart Pillman (08) 204 8888

Oct - December Population surveys - throughout

Victoria. Contact Joc
Benshemesh ((03) 9450 8600
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