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Austr~lasian Marsupial and Monotreme · 
Specialist Group 
Andrew A. Burbidge and Keith D. Morris 

The major activities of the AMMSG over the 
past three years have been to prepare a revised 
Action Plan for Australian Marsupials and 
Monotremes and to evaluate the status of all 
Australasian marsupial and monotreme taxa 
for the 1996 Red List. 

Action Plan Summary 

This Action Plan, which was prepared by the 
IUCN Species Survival Commission's Aus­
tralasian Marsupial and Monotreme Specialist 
Group (AMMSG) for the Australian Nature 
Conservation Agency, reviews the conserva­
tion status of209 taxa of Australian monotremes 
amd marsupials: one species and three subspe­
cies of monotremes and 112 species and 93 
subspecies of marsupials. 

AMMSG first developed a list of all Austra­
lian marsupial and monotreme species and 

subspecies. It then asked relevant experts to 
nominate taxa whose conservation status should 
be reviewed and provide information about 
them. ·Initially, we provided a draft list based 
on taxa included in the current Australian and 
New Zealand Environment and Conservation 
Council (ANZECC) List of Threatened Aus­
tralian Vertebrates. All taxa of conservation 
concern were then scored against a modified 
ranking scheme based on that of Millsap et al. 
(1990) and against the 1994 IUCN Red List 
categories. 

A workshop of specialists was held in De­
cember 1995 to review progress and finalize 
the allocation of taxa to IUCN categories. This 
workshop also developed criteria for allocat­
ing taxa to the IUCN category Lower Risk 
(near threatened). 

The Action Plan lists 16 taxa as Extinct 
(EX), one as Extinct"in the Wild (EW), five as 
Critically Endangered (CR), 17 as Endangered 
(EN), 31 as Vulnerable (VU), one as Lower 
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