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MINISic� FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

E:wiren�ent Minister Kevin Minson tocay released a $4.S million plan to save a
w�tland of international im►ortar.ct In Westem Austrana·s Scuth·West

: _.

Mr Minscn said the , O.year Toolibin Lake recovery plan .. would also provide a vital
opportunity to work with farmers and other landcwners to prcttct agri�ultural land from
rle:ng salinity levels.

Toolibin Laka, east of Narrogin and about 200 km ,outh-east of Perth, � a breeding
site for 24 species of waterbirds. Another 17 waterbirds have al$0 bffn recorded
feeding at the lake, which ia managed by the Department of Conservation and Land
Managem&nt.

'This diversity of waterbirds Is greater than at any other wetland in the South•West and
is one of the reasons for Toelibin Lake's listing under trie Ram$ar Convention as 1
wetland of intematlonal slgnifitariee, • Mr Minson said.

•roolibin is also the last wetland In the South•Wtst with extensive aheoak and
melaleuca woodlands ac:r0$s the lake flcor.

·However, the araa ts In danger of becoming highly sa:1ne and all these values could
be lost unless we take ur�nt actfon .

. 'Toolibin .ts the fim In a aeries of nine lakea and the. only major lake In the cha:fn .not 
. .• . . ' . 

fyet badty affected by salinity.• .. 

' ' 

The T�ollbin Lake recovery plan has been prepared by a team �ct�dlng 
repre�ntatJves from CALM, Tooltbln catchment iandowners, the Water Autho • the 
Department of Agriculture and the Australian Nature Conservation Agency. ,' e plan 
lists a range of measures to eave the fake from Immediate groundwater mplng to 
Jong•term rev�etatlon in the catchmen·t. Other key ttements Include: 



,j, 

.,.. 
drainir.g surface water on the Toclibin F"i.ts to reduca waterlcgging en 
nei;r.ccuring agric:.itti..ral land ar.d help prctect tt':er:, frcm saJlnisatlcn; 

+ acticn to improve naturaJ flushing of the lake and prot� It fr0m safine
nJn�ff: and •

: ., . � - ' -
+ formir.g a recovery team and a tee!,nicat advisory group to tm�l•ment th� plan

' and monitor its pr�re". 

Salinity problems occur when natural salts deep in the grour.d are brought closer to 
the surface by rising groundwater levels after land c!earfng. 

"Such land degradation and sanne wa:erNays are massive problems for farme� and 
. ' 

other lar.ccwners, • Mr Mir.sen said. 

'lo 1 sea alone, the value of agricultural production lest �ecause of sallnify wu 
estimated at morQ than $44 miUlon. 

•it is now betieved that another 15 per cent of pl'0ductfve land in:tJ:le whe_�tbelt wfll be
lost unless remedial action ls takon.

'The cost to the State of losing any more land would be enormous, but the cost to 
.· · . conseryatfon values coufd. be· eve� .. higher. :Jhe· YAi�atbelt 1s· an �r�� ::ot �egadlverslty. . .. . . . : . ' . . 
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.ess than 10 per cant of the ori�inal cover of native v�etaticn_ is :aft in the Whtatbelt 

• we 
_
s:m�ly cannot afford the loss of bi¢clverstty and the less of wealth that salinity 

Uirtatent. 

.•it would be easy for some landowners to despair of finding a s0lution to the salinity

problems destroying their pro�ertf�, but we must not give the $it\lation up as

hopeless
'

• 
•1 am confident that the strategy proposed for the whole Tc:olibin catchment wlll prove 

to be a case study for land managers around Austrana. • 

Media contact Brian �utter on 222 9595 or 481 2133
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