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Eavircrment Minister Kevin Minsan teday releasad a $4.5 million pian to save a
wetland of intermational importance [n Westem Australla's Ecuth-West.
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Mr Minscn sald the 10-year Toolibin Lake recovery plan‘would also provide a vital
ogportunity to work with farmars and etheér landcwners to pretect agricultural land from
rsing salinity lavels.

Teolitin Laka, east of Narrogin and atout 2€0 km south-east of Pech, Is a breeding (—
site for 24 species of waterbirds, Another 17 waterbirds have also been recorded

feeding at the lake, which is managed by the Department of Conservation and Land
Management.

*This diversity of waterbirds Is greater than at any other wetland in the South-West and
is one of the reasons for Toclikin Lake's listing under the Ramsar Convonﬁon asa
wetland of intematlonal significance,” Mr Minson said.

*Toolitin is also the last wetland In the South-West with extensive sheoak and
melaleuca woodlands across the lake floor. -

*However, the area is In danger of becoming highly sailne and all thesa values could
be lost unless we take urgent action.

~ *Toolibin Is the first In a series of nine lakes and the only ma;or lake In the chaln not
'yet badly affected by salinfty.*

~ The Toolltin Lake recovery plan has been prapared by a team Includlng e d
representaﬂves from CALM, Toolibin catchment landowners, the Water Autho , the
Department of Agriculture and the Australlan Nature Conservation Agency. '
lists a range of measures to save the lake from Immediate groundwater pdmping to
long-term revegetation in the catchmenit. Other key elements include:
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* draining surface water on the Toclitin Fiats to recucs watarlegging en
neightcuring agricutural land and help protect them from sallnisatien;

- acticn to improve natural flushing of the lake and protect it from saline
run-off; and
:' - v . .
+ formirg a recovery team and a technical advisory group to imglement th:a plan

' and monitor its progress.

Salinity problems occur when natural salts deep in the ground are brought cleser to €]
the surface by rising groundwater levels after lard clearing. 2
*Such land degradation and sallne waterways are massive problems for farmers and

other landewners,® Mr Minscn said.

"In 1588 alone, the value of agricultural production lost because of saﬂnﬂy was
estimated at more than $44 m:lllon .

"It is now believed that another 15 per ¢ent of productive Iard in the wheatbe!t will be
lost unless remedial action ls taken e A

“The cost to the State of losmg any more Iand would be enormous but the cost to
~_conservation values could be even hlgher. :The wheatben Is an area of megad!vers!ty
i and uncheckad sanmty couid result In tha Ioss of apecles 8 e =

'One of the goals of the Toorbnn Lake mcovery p!an b to show }hat R;ls poss‘ble to ,{
‘stabmse and even reverse damagmg water table tronds . s 5 »
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W " ’lt is vﬂal that we succeed ln thls because Tool[bm Lake and many olher nature ,
| reserves cannot be saved if the sumundlng carchments tum saline.hu O
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-ess than 10 per cent of the original ccver of native vegetaticn is left in the wheatbelt
- we simgly cannot afiord the loss of tiociversity and the lcss of wealth that salinity '
throa.tnns. : : |
“It would be easy for scme landowners to despair of finding & solution to the salinity
~ problems destroyihg their properties, but we must not give the situation up as
! hopeless. e

‘I am cenfident that the strategy propesed for the whole Teolibin catchment will prove
to be a czse study for land managers arcund Austrafia.®
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