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The year 2007 is a milestone year for the Swan River Trust and marks a new era for the 

Swan and Canning rivers. 

The Trust took a great leap forward on 25 September, when Environment Minister 

David Templeman announced the proclamation of the Swan and Canning Rivers 
Management Act 2006 and the new Swan River Trust board (photos on this page and 
featured on page 2) . 

The legislation acknowledges the rivers ' iconic status and the Trust's role to manage, 

protect and enhance Western Australia's most precious natural asset. 

The Trust will continue to increase opportunities for public involvement in planning and 

decision-making, particularly during the development of a River Protection Strategy, 
required under the new legislation . 

The River Protection Strategy can be thought of as a vision for the Swan and Canning 

rivers, with the Trust developing new Riverpark targets for river use and environmental 

health to support the strategy. 

To develop the legislation, the Trust consulted the community on future values and 

aspirations for the rivers. On Proclamation Day the Minister launched the Community 

Survey for Future Values and Aspirations for the Swan and Canning Rivers (see page 2). 

The Trust is constantly working to improve the way the rivers are managed. The legislation 

signifies the next stage of the Trust 's evolution , with relevant changes outlined below. 



Community Survey.of Future Values 
and Aspirations for the Swan and 

Canning Rivers 

Swan River Trust 
Report No:33 
January2007 

The new legislation required the Trust board to pass the torch to another dedicated 

group of members to keep our rivers healthy. On Proclamation Day the Environment 

Minister commended the former members for accomplishing effective and 

innovative outcomes during their term. Significant achievements include providing 

a balanced approach to planning and development, the establishment of the 
Swan and Canning Rivers Management Act 2006, drafting the Healthy Rivers 

Action Plan , and increasing the implementation of practical onground solutions. 

With the introduction of a new board the Trust farewells : 

• Pat Hart, nominee for the West Australian Local Government Association , 

longest standing member; 

• Rod Willox, deputy chairman and nominee for the Waters and Rivers 

Commission Board; 

• Neil Foley, nominee for the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure (planning) ; 

• Steve Jenkins, nominee for the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

(marine) and member of the Ministerial Fishing Industry Advisory 

Committee; and 

• Barbara Cook, advisor to the Government and community representative . 

Standing left to right: Former Swan River Trust members - Neil Foley; Pat Hart; Steve Jenkins; 
Barbara Cook; Jane Chambers. Seated left to right: Charlie Welker (chairman); Rod Willox 
(deputy chairman); and absent Jim Freemantle 

The new Trust will have a broader and more community-based scope of expertise to 

strategically manage the rivers. These skills include: planning; tourism; recreation ; 

natural resource management; conservation ; and matters of interest to rural and 

Nyungah communities . 

The Trust extends a warm welcome back to chairman Charlie Welker, Dr Jane 
Chambers lecturer in aquatic ecology, Environmental Science at Murdoch 
University, and James Freemantle in his new role of deputy chair. 

Ready to herald the new era of protection for the Swan and Canning rivers , new 
members appointed by the Minister include: 

• Carolyn Jakobsen , community and consumer activist in Perth , completing 
her PhD studies at Murdoch; 

• Noel Nannup, an experienced ranger in North West National Parks, 
instrumental in developing TAFE Land Management Courses for 
Indigenous people, with a Cultural Heritage background ; 

• Councillor Dudley Maier, nominee for the West Australian Local 

Government Association , with a science background and an active 
committee member and community representative on numerous West 
Australian conservation groups ; 

• Dorte Ekelund, nominee for the Department for Planning and 
Infrastructure, with more than 25 years experience in urban and regional 
planning, and an active member of the Planning Institute of Australia; and 

• Barbara Morrell , former Avon Catchment Council chair, a policy officer at the 
State Natural Resource Management Office, community representative on 

the State NRM Council , and member of other environmental committees. 
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The Swan and Canning rivers form a cornerstone of Perth's identity. The curves of 
these rivers sculpt much more than the landscape from which our city has grown. 

The rivers have played an important role in West Australian's culture, history, 
development, industrialisation, recreation and tourism. 

These integral ties are reflected in ongoing references to the 'Swan River Colony' that 
Western Australia has retained since the early 1800s. 

The new legislation, through the creation of the Swan Canning Riverpark recognises 
the significant sense of place West Australian's feel toward the rivers. 

Riverpark will see a new era of protection for the rivers, acknowledging and managing 
their iconic status in a style similar to Kings Park. 

Facilitating better services, to protect, enhance and promote access to activities we 
value such as cycling, fishing, picnics or cruising on the water, Riverpark establishes 
joint management arrangements for shorelines. 

No private land is included in Riverpark, which includes most waterways and adjacent 
public land of the Swan, Canning, Helena and Southern rivers. 

Trust communications manager Wendy Yorke 
was awarded the Seamus Mulholland Leadership 
Scholarship, as part of the Department of 
Environment and ConseNation's Continuous 
Learning Program. 

Ms Yorke attended the Graduation and Awards 
Presentation Ceremony at the Western Australian 
Maritime Museum in Fremantle. 

The Leadership Scholarship provides continuing 
education opportunities in leadership and 
management disciplines. 

Ms Yorke is using the scholarship to complete 
a post-graduate Public Sector Management 
Certificate Program, Learning for Leadership, at 
Curtin University. 



Working together to improve water 

quality in the Swan and Canning 

rivers and catchments. 
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Environmental Assessment Consultancy GHD 
was employed by the Trust to environmentally 
assess the Great Gardens project . Results 
confirmed that when implemented the Great 
Gardens project leads to significant water 
savings and nutrient reductions , and is an 
effective way to reduce nutrient loading to 
our rivers . 

On average for each participant making changes 
learnt in a Great Gardens Workshop, there is a 
30-40 per cent reduction in irrigation and nutrient 
export from gardens. The results conclude that 
the Great Gardens project has been successful 
in changing gardening behaviour amongst 
Perth people. Market research demonstrated 
75 per cent of participants in 2006-07 changed 
their behaviour as a result of the workshops. 

This has resulted in a decrease of about 
100 kg of phosphorus and one tonne of 
nitrogen per year due to Great Gardens 
Workshop outcomes. If all residents in the 
Swan Canning Catchment adopted Great 
Gardens principles it is predicted that 
5-1 0 tonnes of phosphorus and 50-100 tonnes 
of nitrogen per year could be reduced from 
entering the Swan Canning river system. 

The Great Gardens Sensational Spring 
Workshop Series is now open. Since 
2003 more than 13,400 people in 
the Swan Canning Catchment have 
attended workshops about sustainable 
gardening practices for our uniquely 
Western Australian soils and climate. 
This spring introduces the Great 
Food Gardens workshops, teaching 
participants how to grow their own fruit 
and vegetables using water-wise and 
fertilise-wise principles. Register soon 
for these free workshops by calling 1300 
369 833 or online at www.greatgardens. 
info, as workshops are popular. 
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The Trust supported the North 
Metro ConseNation Group 's Planet 
Ark National Tree Planting Day 
this winter. Ninety-five volunteers 
planted more than 4, 000 seedlings 
at Bennett Brook ReseNe in 
Caversham. Planet Ark estimates 
that more than 290,000 volunteers 
planted nearly a million seedlings 
at 3, 100 sites across Australia, on 
the one day. 



In celebration of World Environment Day 2007, Environment 
Minister David Templeman opened the Ribbons of Blue 
Catchment Activity Day with a Nyungah welcome. The event ran 
for two days due to an overwhelming response from 450 students 
from in and around the high-priority Ellen Brook Catchment. 

Former Trust Ribbons of Blue coordinator Kelli O'Neill said 
the Ellen Brook Catchment was identified as a high-priority 
because more than 30 per cent of nutrients entering the Swan 
River originated from this region . 

"The students rotated through a range of activities such as 
water testing , macroinvertebrate sampling, games, art activities 
and catchment model demonstrations" Ms O'Neill said. 

"The activities identified how pollutants and nutrients enter the 
waterways, and helped students understand what they could 
do to keep the rivers healthy." 

"For the future of Western Australia, it is important to educate and 
involve the students in river protection strategies and teach them 
how to conserve and enhance our precious river systems". 

Other organisations involved were the Department of 
Environment and Conservation Aboriginal Heritage Unit; North 
Metro Conservation Group; Chittering Landcare Centre; South 
East Regional Centre for Urban Landcare; Cape to Cape 
Catchment Groups; and Water Corporation. 

Top left: Environment Minister collects macroinvertebrates from Mussel Pool 

Top centre: Chatting with children - the Honourable David Templeman 
welcomes students 

Top right: Testing pH levels (from left to right) Bethra Courtney, Arnica Jekabsons 
and Cooper Coimanos 

From left to right: Naomi O'Neil, Martina Chiaradonna, Samantha Richardson, 
Ashleigh Freer, David Yaqub, Nick Volk and Emma Woodfield - Year 6 students 
from Ballajura Primary School attended a Catchment Activity Day earlier this 
year and wrote a pledge about a positive action they could do to keep the 
rivers healthy 
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Action P.lan Symposium this winter. 
State Government de artments and the Swan Rive~ ifrust 

recommendations 
to Rhase out fertilisers by 2011 

Swan River Trust officers responded when a 
private boat sunk in Bullcreek Inlet this winter. 
Leaking fuel was contained to minimise 
environmental impact on the Canning River. 
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The Swan River Trust Annual 
Report 2006-07 is now available 
on the Trust's website. It contains 
useful information about the 
Trust's work in partnership with 
others to care for the Swan and 
Canning rivers. 
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The WA State Government has launched a 
new program- ACT NOW FOR THE FUTURE 
- a virtual one-stop-shop on sustainable 
living in Western Australia. The web portal 
www.actnow.wa.gov.au directs you to 
initiatives on sustainability and provides a 
comprehensive hub of information and advice 
for families and communities about things 
everyone can do to combat climate change 
and protect our unique environment. Web 
links connect you to information about water; 
energy; recycling ; shopping; greener homes; 
greener transport ; and protecting biodiversity. 
Daily top ten tips are provided , and special 
did you know information including a range 
of subjects, with a particular focus on climate 
change, the greenhouse effect and actions 
you can take now for the future . 

The latest Swan and Canning 
Rivers Boating Guide was 
released in August by the 
Department for Planning and 
Infrastructure and the Swan 
River Trust. Please call the 
Trust on 9278 0900 to receive 
your free copy. 
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Black Swans were spotted relaxing at Langley Park, opposite 
the Swan River Trust Hyatt office in August. Heavy rains created 
natural 'ponds' where water failed to drain away from sections of 
the grass. 

Two boys were the first to be seen enjoying themselves in the 
natural water-park, skimming their boards across the water and 
sliding around on the slippery surface. Two feathered friends 
followed suit, deciding to get away from the flock and spend the 
morning playing in the park. 

The scientific name for Western Australia 's bird emblem, Cygnus ·~t~~ ~~s ' ·.:-, :-
means 'dressed in black' .· · : ·:;. 
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Dune Building - How to Rehabilitate Coastal Vegetation 

October 27 
Frogs of Perth - Indicators of Urban Ec~system Health 

November 17 
Reptilian Wonders of the Swan Coastal Plain 

RSVP essential , please contact the Swan Catchment Council on 
(08) 9423 2924 or (08) 2423 2900 


