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OUR RURAL MAGAZINE.

THE NUMBAT.
(By L. Guavenr, B.AL F.G.S,, Curator of Perth Musew. )

The Numbat (Myrmecobius fasciatus), sometimes also knm\'n' &
fhie Banded Anteater or Marsupial Anteater, is one of those marsupta®
in which the female at the time of carrving her young shows no traes
of a pouchi: for even the small lateral fo'ds of <kin which develop on
the Dbelly of the Chuditeh o Spotted Native (‘at, are absent, Thers
is, however, abundan: internm) evidenee (o s<how that the pouchles
Nmmbat is a true narsupial.

L have directed attention to this peculiarity bhecanse there are
peopie who think that all marsupials should he provided with a pouch
or hag as voomy and perfect as those we find upon female kangaroos
or possunis, hut ax we shall sce later there are quile a number of modi-
ficautions of this structurve among our marsupials, scme of which are
heautifully adapted to the pavticular animal’s mode of lifo,

Returnin(;r now to the Numhat: this animal, in my opinion, is the
most beautiful of our native mawmals and. what should he ot greater
inferest. to all of us, it is to-day o purely Western Austealinn animal.
Yeurs ago it lived in parts of South Australin also, but it died ont
there so rapidly that very few specimens have heen preserved. In our
South-West the Numbat is <ure to be greatly affected hy the spred
of settlpment and cultivation: 1 would, therefove, urge all of you te
do yonr hest o preserve this unigque erenture, which is tay more truls
Western Austrealian than is our fmnous Rlaek Swan, The animal doos

The Numbat,

(Block by conrtesy of **The Westralinn Farmers® Gazette.™)

no harm to stock or erops, and ix of considerable henefit to man be-
cause of the unceasing war it wnwes upon white ants and other pests.
Do not, thevelore, Ll a Numhat if you can help it: if vou find a eart
one he sure to rend il to the Museum.

The animal is about the «ize¢ of a large rai, for the head afl'l
Lody generally measure about 9 inches in length. 1t is notable for it<
broad flat head and for the remuarkable Battening of the hinder part
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uf the body, alnost suggesting that it has had the misfortune to be
run over.  This eondition, however, is quite normal, for I have ob-
seived it in all the specimens that have eome into my hands.

The general colour above is greyish brown or reddish brown in
front, becoming gradually davker on the rump where there is prominent
banding.  The head is grizzled owing to a touch of white, and the same
whizzly nppearanee characterises  the vest of ' the bhody. There is
a white =tripe above the eye, and o dark brown band stretehing from
the tip of the snout through the eye of the base of the ear. The chevk
and upper lip are pale. The ears are ruther thick and small, and are
coated with short stiff haivs witheut and within, The hair on the trunk,
as elsewhere, is short, hsh, aud bristly, hecoming longer on the rump
and tail which is quite bushy. The outer sides of the limbs are col-
oured like the adjacent parts of the hody, the inner sides being pale
like the chin, throat and belly.  Some examples are distinetly rust-
coloured on the throat and chest,  Strange to say this feature is not
coufined to animals’ which are more yufous on the upper surface; I
faney it is a Featn o of old males, for we have the same thing in pos-
sus,

The Numbat, which onee had a range extending over that part
of Western Australia bounded by the Darling Range and the goldfields
railway is, unfortunately becoming less plentiful in this region. With
the spread of settlement this interesting little animal has become ex-
ceedingly rare in many parts, preferring evidently to seek a home in
the uncleared bnsh further afield. 1In recent years it has been re-
ported from the Watheroo, Wongan Hills and Beneubbin distriets,
whilst the Museum has in its collection a specimen obtained at Avmadale
a few years ago.

Little is known about the ecreature’s habits: as far as I know
it has never been kept in eaptivity for any length of time, and re-
corded observations made in the bush are very seanty.  The aninal,
however, is less noeturnal in jts habits than many of our other native
animals, for it ha= often been seen moving about in the bush in broad
dnytight. When hunting for food the Numbat moves by a succession
of' leaps, its tail being carvied high in the air. Every now and again
it rests upon its hind legs, raising is body and lookine around witn
its beautiful dark eves. When it comes upon an Ant’s nest the Numbat
breaks it open by means of its powerful claws, and the prey is gath-
ered in with its long slender extensile tongue. When pursned the animal
generally makes for a hollow log, from which it may easily be ex-
tracted hecause it never offers to hite or serateh when handled.

The speeies was first discovered by Licutenant Dale some 90 years
awa whilst exploving the then unknown course of the Avon River,
When this speeimen reached London it eveated quite a stiv in seienfifie
eireles. The wnher of teeth (a full grown Numbat nay have from
A0 to 54 teeth inits jaws), the shape of the skull, and many foatures
of the skeleton led people to think that Australia had produced another
living wonder, for they saw in the Numbat a living representative of
the cavliest known mammals, vemains of which had heen found in rocks
lnid down in eertain parvts of Europe morve than 100 million venrs nuen,
Cpinions <till differ about the troe relationship of this strange evea-
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1 tuve: that it is an ancient type is gencrally adwnitted, but many of its
peculiarities it is now thought may have resulted from the animal’s
partial adaptation to an unusual kind of food.

4 Many of iny readers probably live in districts where the Numbat
may still be found. Nothing would please me more than to receive from
them notes abont this remarkable ereature. By such means they will

H help me to build up a true account of thix animal's life history.
£7 ) ‘: oty T want you all, large and small, to have a notebook in which you
g"j- ‘t R t write down what you actually see,about our wild creatures of the bush.
i ;i [ Never forget that a true naturalist is the friend and lover of wild lite.
L £ ;t- 23! He does not kill everything he sees: he does not rob every hird’s nest
$2 ] L 3 that appears in his conrse; he watehes, and watches, and watches, and
451 writes down just what he sees, ignoring what other people tell him.
58 00 VLT for that ‘may not be true, and a naturalist has no time for anything
i ; i H "+ that may not be vouched for as an actual faet.
g ¢ fe i ~An Englich elergyman, Gilbert White, who lived in a little village
 § KRS cilled Selborne. in the eighteenth century, kept sueh a notebook and
: [ s wrote to his learned friends ahout what he saw and thought: and even
iRy to-day in all parts of the world naturalists look to the published ex-
¢ i \ p . P
SIRBIRSRAE {racts of his work when they scek an inspiration in Nature Study or
s 18 f'} ] Bird Observation.
YU
?g i " il May it be the ambition of one of my readers, living in some small
BE Ei 1 outback farm, to dc for 'Australin what Gilbert White has done for
i 384 many generations of young naturalists in the British Isles.
O T
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b B TRAVELS IN SPAIN.
fas BIHL
il
%_- l :’1 THis is the fiest of a series of articles on ““Travels in Spain ™" kindly
- Bigh } 4 made available by their author, Nr. Tarold Redeliffe.  The artieles were
{1» it { written for *“The Sunday Times,"" by courtesy of which paper they are
g"h F‘ I now heing adapted for nge in ““Our Rural Magazine.""
fLiNER N
10T
L 58 { Spain, the Land of Lots of Time.
| 3148 Spain is a land of lots of time! There iv no fteverish rush and
: el i I J Janth to be the man on top. That goal ix awaited in an orderly queue.
i “‘l,j | There is very little unemployvment, and artisans and labhourers fulfil
i;’ 3 Fl! } : theirv daily work with eave, if not with haste. Business men do not
‘! ';'E i o beeome slaves to their work. Speaking generally, husiness establish-
t= 8 il'.‘;, ‘ ments, commereial offices, and offices of professional men elose daily
" { '{i ;I' at one o'clock for hmeh, and do not re-open until three o'elock, or
‘ v ? ! even later. Among artisians and workers generally the eight hours
r‘: F.u_' ; system prevails. The street hawker never unduly presses his wares,
d‘j',_‘:' [ / and the clean-looking eoche de plaza is drawn by a well-eared-for
R
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