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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN 'TREES.
No. 5 The Red—ﬁowering Gum.
(By C. A, GaroNER, Government Botanist.}

With the approach of the Christmas season there are twe very
striking trees which burst into flower, giving rich colour to the land-
scapes they decorate. One is the Christmas free, the crown of which
is heaped up with piles of intense orange flowers; the other is the Red-
flowering Gum, a free which is dear to the hearts of most Western
Australians, Ifs intense scarlet is the despair of the painter who can-
not reproduce its living eolour, and this tree is considered by many
to be the finest flowered of all the Euealypts. It is strange that the
two most glorions trees of South-Western Australia should burst forth
into flower during the heat of summer. ‘

The Red-flowering Gum is one of the most uncommon of eur
Euealypts. It grows in a few spots only in the extreme south-west
of the State. The best known of these, and perhaps the largest, iz a
small pateh near Nornalup Inlet, between the Bow and Frankland
Rivers. Other patches oceur on the Gordon River, and between the
Shannon and Deep Rivers. In ifs native woods it is usnally a sirag-
gling tree of 20 to 35 feet, and branches as a rule close to the ground.
Under cultivation, however, where the trees are spaced and well-lighted,
it develops into an upright, sturdy, but still small tree with thick-
spreading leaves. The bark, which is rongh and somewhat furrowed
and fibrous, is brown or grey in colour. It is much like the bark of
the Marri, except that the patches and stains, which usually mark
the latter, are absent from the Red-flowering Gum. The leaves ave
stiff, short, and bright green, and often have reddish midribs, The
flowers are borne in large bunches which we call “corymbs”; they
are pever in “axillary umbels,” that is, they never spring in umbrella-
like bunches from the axilla, or junetion of the stem with the stalk
of & leaf, like those of the trees we have diseussed up fo the preseni
In South-Western Australia there are only three trees with flowers
arranged in this way. They are the common Marri, the Mountain Gum
‘of the South-West, and the species we are discussing.

These trees have other peculiarities also. The leaves are offen
broader and greener than in other gum trees; they have their second-
ary veins closely parallel to each other; and the fruits are of the type
known to many children as ‘“hockey nuts”’—Ilarge roundish objeets
with slight neeks or projections at the upper end. The Mavri has
the largest of these fruify, and must be well known to many of vo
The Red-flowering Gum has smaller fruits, and often the neeck is no
very evident. ' The capsule is deeply enclosed within this' fruit, th
valves being well sunk into the neck. The seeds ave reddish.or browsn
in eolour, with wings on one or more of the angles. These wings &
very important, for their presence enables us to distinguish this free
from the Marri which has a black seed without any wing. ‘
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LOOKS AND FEELINGS,

(By Jamss Porrarp,)
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Liaughing Birds.
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All Sorts of Expressions.
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