May, 1931.]

OUR RURAL MAGAZINE.

And the furry little animal ran oud
the snake came on behind.

jarrahoitwent after the 'possum.

o a limb, and for a mornent satin fear; for
Then the "possumn SaW;
tree nearby, a ki
when the snake reached the
1o, no: possum: Was there;
only tuen round and round and nurse

AL this is true, beeause Joy's father told it fo Joy, and Joy has
deawn a jarrah and a wandoo (which is ‘o white gum) showing how
he limb of the wandoo reaches out friendly-like toward the javrah:
and she has marked the gap “ywhere possy jumped.” Joy's teacher
has, happily, passed the story on to me. “Of course,” says Joy, “theve
a cosy. hole in:the wandeo.” . Of course!

veaching in a friendly way from a white gum
b an to which it was possible for. him fo jump.  And
end of the limb where the 'possum had sat,
and beeause the snake could not jump, it
its disappointment.

could

was

Correspondence.

A Marracoonda pupil has asked me several questions about grow-
ing poinsettias: 1 -should like  all pupils who have guestions to ask
about . gardening to write direct to the writer of the gardening notes
whieh appear each month in the Magazine.

WESTERIN AUSTRALIAN WILDFLOWERS.
No. XIIL: THE EMU BERRY OR WILD PLUM.

(By C. A, GaroNER and G. R. W. MEADLEY.)

At this season of the year those who live in the Karri country
and in certain parts of the southern Jarrah forest will be familiar
with the small ereeping shrub which bears fruit with the stone outside.
Some settlers will have cause to vemember it as @ pest almost im-
possible to eradicate; others will retain unpleasant memories of the
conseguences of eating too mueh oF this fruit. Its luseious appearance
and deep . violet eolour, with a plumclike bloom which, as in the case
of the plum, rubs off at the slightest fouch, make it very tempting.
The flavour is insipid and somewhat resinous and, although-a few
may be eaten without ill effect, any gquantity of these “plums” may
canse sickness. Such is the Wild Plum or Emu Berry. Its go-called

stfppit” 3% nob really a froit; and the eonifer itself is not even & shrub.

dershrub——one of the lowly representa-
one of  the wmost humble

The plant is really an un
tives of ‘the woody- plants, and certainly
representatives of “ite family—-a - degenerate Jeseendant of ~a noble
\ose sisters in other parts of the world yield timbers of
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ancestry, Wi
gveat  cominereial value, - It is, however, of eonsiderable scientifie

interest on aceount of its ceographieal position.

Opr. Wild Plam is & member of a large group of plants the

Gymnospermae, which comprise the pines, junipers, SPruces, and. giant
rodwoods. It belongs to the genus Podocarpus, which produces some
of the world’s most valuable timber trees, and which is most plentiful
in Afriea, Southern Asia, and tropieal Americs. Of the four known

THE WILD PLUM, or '1MU BERRY
A. Showing  habit.
Sg. Male cones.
Sy

D.} Young ‘“fruoits.’’?
E. Double ‘‘fruit.’?
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Australian species, three are found in the Eastern States. Our own
species is strielly confined to the South-West, the- most northerly
representatives being found at Kelmscolt and Mount Helena.

The Gymnospermae Were af ‘one time a dominant feature of the
carth’s vegetation; but, with the evolution of the flowering. . plants;
the species of Gymuosperms became more and more yaduced, uatil
now  they are eomparatively searce, except in Lhe eool temperate
yegions of the sorthern hemispliere, and son:e of the mountainous
vegions of the tropies. The extensive forasts of the former zone arve
ghill the world’s principal source of softwoods

The name Gymuosperm is derived from two Greek words: “gymnos,”
meaning naked, and “gperma,’” a seed. The seed is naked, for it is not
included in a seedbox or ovary,as in the flowering plants. The group
js represented in Western Australia by three fammilies: the “Zamia
Palm” (Cyeaduceae), the Cypress pines ( Cupressuceae), and the Wild
Plum (Podocmpaceae}.

Being ‘o Gymnpospern, the Wild Plom is not a flowering vland,
that is, it does not produce true Sowers in onr sense of the ferm. The-
male: plant produces sinall eones which arve very similar to those of
the pine. The scales of the cone possess on their under: surface two
microsporangia (anthers), containing microspores (pollen grains),
The fernale plant produces a “ppit? whick consists of a fleshy portion
—the juicy ‘“berry” formed from fused scales (megasporophylls),
most of which are sterile; but one ‘or two fertile ones hear external
tgeeds” which are naked, club-shaped, and of a pale green colour.
As a rule only one megasporophyll is fertile; but where two fertile
ones. oceur, & “double plum’” is produced. The individual megas-
porophylls may be distingnished externally by the lohing of the
“herry.”

For.particulars see the accompanying Hustrations.




