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Meanwhile the tiger had slunk away. When the hunters recov-
eved from their excitement, they saw it elimbing the steep slope on the
other side of the ravine. It did not seem as if the tiger would succeed,
for the last ten feet was a sheer perpendicular wall of rock.” They
watched the tiger with interest.

Suddenly Damroo uttered a cry.

“Sahib, behold them !’

Swinging round, John’s father saw Moti and young John racing
along the top of the cliff towards the enraged tiger. In his hands J ohn
held the little jungle axe, which Damroo had sharpened for him the
night before. The two men yelled, but to no purpose. The enormous
beast was just reaching the top when Moti, her hair flowing in the
breeze, arrived to receive him.

What happened? Did John and Moti scare the tiger and force
him to retreat the way he had come, or did the animal climb up and
attack them? I am sure you are simply dying to know, and (let me
whisper a secret) I am really dying to tell you. But to do so would
spoil the story. The best thing you ean do is get the book from the
library of your Correspondence Classes. 1 have only given you =
few exciting incidents. There are dozens of others just as thrilling.
in addition, the book gives you a very fine picture of life and cus-
toms in the hot wet jungle lands of India. You see the crocodiles,
the jaguars, the ecobras and pythons, and all the jungle-born, not
lounging behind the steel bars of Zoo cages, but moving about in their
natural surroundings, hunting and being hunted. “Jungle John” is
as good as a first-class return passage on a steamship to a land that
is full of surprises and hair-raising adventures.

I wonder whether John killed that tiger. Do you think he did?

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN WILDFLOWERS.
No. XVIII-THE WAX PLANT,
By C. A. GarpxER, Government Botanist.

One of the most familiar of our plants, and perhaps the species
which is most cultivated, is the so-called Geraldton Wax Plant
(Chamaelaucium uncinatum), a shrub which is such a feature of many
gardens, both public and private, at the present season of the year.
What it lacks in foliage and umbrage is more than compensated for
by the wealth of heavy blooms, the colour of which ranges from
pink-purple to almost pure white. Hach blossom is thick in texture,
and of a wax-like consistency and appearance; the name Wax Plant
is therefore descriptive.

This shrub, known to botanists as Chamaelaucium uncinatum,
belongs to the large family Myrtaceae, of which there are some hun-
dreds of representatives in Western Australia, extending from the
Fuealyptus through the Tea-trees to the Feather-flowers (Verticordia)-
Tndeed it is not far removed from the genus of Feather-flowers, for
although not feathery in its petals and ealyx-lobes, it has many char-
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Geraldton Wax Plant (Chamaelaucium uncinatum).
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acteristics in common with the latter. One of these is the peeculiar
habit of not liberating seeds; another is the presence of degenerate
stamens, which are called “staminodes” (filaments with infertile or
reduced anthers).

Our plant is common in the limestone areas of the Chapman
River near Geraldton, and oecurs also on the sandy tracts near the

sea close to the town. It is, however, much more widespread, extend-

ing northward to the Murchison River cn the sand heaths, especially
among rocks, and southward to the estuary of the Blackwood River,

The southern plants, however, are inferior in stature and blooms to

the plants farther north. The largest flowers are seen on those shrubs
which grow on the banks of the Chapman and Hutt Rivers, these
having individual flowers quite as large as any produced under culti-
vation. At the same time the larger flowered shrubs seldom bear the
floral wealth exhibited by those which have masses of smaller flowers
and which grow in sand. Again, the larger flowered plants frequently
have an untidy drooping habit, the branches spreading almost to the
ground. Pink-flowered forms are rare in the north, but common along
the west coast, especially to the west of Watheroo, near the Hill River.

Let us now examine the plant in greater detail. Its roots are
few, but they are widely spread. It is, therefore, almost impossible to
transplant shrubs more than two years old, because in the process
of digging up the plant the main roots will be severed, and there are
no rootlets to enable new growth to be made. The habit of the plant
varies from a shrub with erect branches to one with wide and drooping
branches. The bark is yellowish-grey or grey, and fibrous—often
twisted. The leaves are needle-like and green, provided with numer-
ous oil-cavities, and hooked at the tip. It is from this hooking of the
leaf-apex that the plant derives its specific name of wuncinatum (i.e.,
the leaf is uncinate, or ‘“hooked”). The leaves and branchlets are
opposite. The flowers are arranged in small corymbs towards the
ends of the branchlets, and here again will be noticed the opposite
arrangement of the pedicels. Notice also at the base of the pedicels
the presence of small leaf-like opposite bracts (modified leaves). The
fiower-stalk or pedicel is jointed at its junction with the tube of the
calyx. If you examine a very young bud you will see that it is en-
closed in a semi-transparent skin-like covering which completely
encloses it. This covering is formed from what is believed to be two:
joined bracteoles (smaller modified leaves), which break away at the
base as the bud expands. Usually the bud pushes off this protecting
cap which comes away from the base; but quite frequently the cover-
ing is so tough that the developing flower bud pushes itself through
the bracteole covering, which then remains as a collar around the tube
of the calyx, but quite free from it at the top and bottom, so that it
is seen as a ring or collar of dead material. The flower itself has
a prominent ealyx-tube which expands in the upper portion. Here
are five very short and broad calyx-lobes which are diffieult to find.
They may be seen, however, as very short processes alternating with
the petals. Notice also that the bracteoles cover the young bud, so
that there is no use for a calyx whose sepals or lobes serve a pro-
tective purpose. The petals are five in number and spread horizontally
when fully expanded; in the bud stage they are imbricate (over-
lapping). The ten stamens form a short cup or ring on the edge of
the disc of the flower. This ring has twenty teeth, ten of which (larger
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than the others and opposite to the petals and calyx-lobes) bear small
anthers which open inwards towards the centre of the flower, and
these alternate with ten smaller teeth which resemble the filaments
of the anthers but are devoid of anthers (the staminodes). Notice

particularly that the twenty tooth-like filaments are all in the same
row in the cup.

In the concave disc of the flower, which is usually suffused with
a deeper tint than the rest of the flower, is the pin-like style with its
globular stigma and small heard of short hairs. Down in the centre
of t}}e calyx-tube is the ovary which has one cell containing six, seven,
or eight ovules. After pollination and fertilization the ovules orow
into seeds, and the petals lose their waxy appearance. Finally ;’vhen
the seeds are developed (they are then still soft and of a waxy con-
sistency), the withered flower falls to the ground where it lies on the
deposit of leaves and other flowers. Here it remains until the warm
wet weather induces germination, when the one fertile seed (rarely

two) sprouts and breaks through the withered flower which has im-
prisoned it for so long.

Only a comparatively small number of flowers produce fertile
see@s, and germination is impossible if these seed-bearing flowers are
buried. It is for this reason that hortieulturists produce the plants
by means of cuttings. The colour of the branchlets indicates the
colour of the flowers; it is, therefore, easy to select red or white forms
from the colour of the younger parts of a very young plant.

The accompanying plate gives the more important details of
the flower.

STORIES FROM THE FRENCH.,
(Specially translated for Correspondence Pupils.)
THE RED HOUSE.

Part IIL

Now and again, when a gust of wind raised thick clouds of dust
from the road, this magnificent panorama would be blotted out; then,
When. the squall was over, the sombre vale. the jewelled sky, and the
heaving sea would re-appear in all their solemn, stately grandeur.

The face of the stranger assumed a melancholy aspect and a tear
trembled in the corner of his eye. Shades of the past seemed to be
thronging in his brain, as with bent head he stood leaning on his stick
forgetting all abhout his purpose. ,

The sound of a step roused him from his reverie. He turned round
slowly, and resumed his Journey along the highroad which still con-

tinued up hill. In a moment Maurice was beside him, and timidly
greeted him. .

T%le stranger at first, did not seem to recognize him. An effort of
the will was necessary to bring him back from remembrances of by-
gone days to present reality. .

“Ah, it is you, young man,” said he at length in hard and sarcastic

tones. “I did not expect to see you so soon. You apparently regret
your generosity.”



