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with a pin), the gynosteminm Springs upwards and arches over the flower, Thus
the stigma anq anthers are brought forcibly into contact with the haclk of an insect
alighting on the flower, and ‘besides depositing pollen on the visitor, the hairy
cushion of the stigma collects pollen which may be there from another Stylidium
-~ flower., By this highly developed structure pollination ig effected,
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lobes and a fifth smaller (often minute) lobe called the Tabellum, situated near the
gynostemium. The labellum is often lobed or divided. In the throat of the corolla

at the insertion of the lobes and the summit of the ghort tube—there are often
erect brocesses known as “throat appendages” which assume extreme diversity of
form, and vary in number from two to eight. They also differ ainong themselves.
The ovary is attached to the ea]yX—tllbe, and is two-celled ( sometimes ineom
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veloped buds at the summit, The axis of the raceme elongates as flowering prg-
gresses. The individual flowers are borne on rather long pedicels with a bract at
the base of each, and a bracteole half-way np each pedicel. The corolla is TOSe-
pink in colour and extremely delicate. The fruit is almost globular when ripe,

flewering stems, but it is one of the most attractive species of the genus. Its
range extends from the Murchison River to King George Sound, but it is not found
far inland. Tt is an inhabitant prineipally of sandy or gravelly soils in woodlands,
and flowers dﬁring the months of September, October and November, The flowers
are of decorative value, but do not last well in water after being cut. The average
height of the plant is about eighteen inches, but smaller or taller forms may he
found.

For details of the structure see the accompanying plate.

THE CLIMBING CUTWORM.,
(By H. G. ANDREWARTHA, M. Agr, Se.)

Have you heard of that little word alias? An alias is an assumed name. If
Tom Jones does not want people to know that he is Tom Jones he will eall himself
Dick Smith—and the latter name would be an alias. Amongst the insects aliases
are not uncommon. In a competition for the hest variety of names, I think that
the Climbihg Cutworm must easily win the prize. In Western Australia it is
known either as the Climbing Cutworm or the Tomato Moth. Tn U.S.A. it is var-
iously deseribed as the Cotton Boll Worm, the Tobacco Bud Worm, or Corn Ear
Worm. Our South African friends call it either the Boll Worm o the “Risper.”
What a confused medley of names thisis! And they are all aliases, for this inseet’s
true name is Chlorodoea obsoleta, No matter what part of the world is concerned,
that name holds good. Were T to meet an American entomologist and ask him
about the “Climbing Cutworm” he would, doubtless, not know of what I was talk-
ing, but if T were to mention “Chlorodoea ohsoleta” he would immediately recog-
nize the name of one of Ameriea’s most serious insect pests.  So here, you see, is a

upon the insects. They serve to overcome the difficulty of the diversity of common
names which some inseets manage to acquire.

The Climbing Cutworm is found in almost every part of the world. Through-
out Europe, Africa, America, and Australia it is a common pest. Indeed, with the
exception of the housefly and one or two other domestic pests, it is probably the
most widespread insect in the world. This fact alone would account for many of
its names. In addition to this, however, we have the fact that it has a very wide
range of host plants. Insects are very often named after the plants upon which they
feed. This particular insect feeds on’ almost any green plant, and is very partial
to tomatoes, peas, maize, cotton, tobaceo and lupins. Ts it any wonder that it
should haye attracted to itself such a variety of common names?
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Let us look a little more closely at this interesting insect. It is g moth. De-

- spite its fame it is a very retiring creature, In the day time it is not to be seen
except as the reward of careful searching. Tt spends the hours of daylight in
seclusion, hiding beneath such shelter as logs, dead plants and stubble. Ttg obscure
- 8rey or fawn-coloured wings, which are folded neatly over its whitish body, har-
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