Newsletter of the Western Australian State Salinity Council

Progress on Salinity Plan Update

Agency staff and community members have been busy Chapter 4. Chapter 5 will include a better description
reviewing written submissions in the last month to of priority catchments and the links to regional strategies.
determine what changes, additions and revisions need -
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JP— retained, but the importance of other water

management options has been elevated to give balance
The updated Plan is beginning to take shape and the to farming systems.
Reference Group and Salinity Council have reviewed

. The Reference Group and Salinity Council have
and commented on the document at recent meetings. : :
i changed the completion date for the update project

A ‘vision’ will be included in the updated Plan, as well as from mid December to early March.This allows a full
a foreword and introduction to outline the update eight-week public review period and enables the
process and highlight the key changes and additions. Council and its various support groups to better fine-

o : 3 : une the document before the public review period.
One key addition will be information on the use of s dediil pert

saline land for both productive purposes and for its A document listing all the written submissions along
environmental values. Coastal and irrigation salinity will with a response is also being compiled at present, and
also be included in the Plan, as will a new chapter on will be released at the start of the public review
research and development. period.

Sections on communication, technology transfer, The public review period will be from late October to
cultural change and education will be added to mid December 1998.

High water use farming
systems in the wheatbelt

While most wheatbelt farmers can't get enough rain
for their crops, there is plenty making its way into the
groundwater system. This has sparked considerable
interest in high water use plants.

Annual crops may not have sufficient water in the
growing season, but are rarely capable of using all of
the rain that falls in a year. This is due to several factors
including out-of-season rain in summer and autumn, and
water moving below the root zone of crops.

The end result is water moving into the groundwater
contributing to rising water tables and the potential

outbreak of salinity within the landscape. Oil mallees planted as a tree crop on a wheatbelt farm

Agriculture Western Australia has employed Further development and refinement of lucerne

development officers to help farmers adopt high water- systems will come from the development of a database

use systems, which can use water not accessible to of information characterising the Land Management

annual crops and pastures. Units for the production of lucerne.

By utilising more of the yearly rainfall, perennial systems This pool of knowledge and grower experience will be

should be able to lift total production throughout the a key tool in the development of recommendations for

year. Perennial options being considered by wheatbelt profitable, sustainable farming systems that incorporate

farmers include oil mallees, pines and perennial lucerne throughout the region and the State.

pastures.

Continuous development of high water use systems is

Lucerne is one of the alternatives, with many farmers planned through cooperative on-farm development. This
Ll (particularly those in focus groups) opting to trial the will be an ongoing process, which will lead to the
LINITY crop on a small scale, and if successful expand their development of a range of robust sustainable systems.

plantings in future years.
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