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Is the bandicoot a mythical creature and do they occur in the F.R.N.P? 

\ 

No, a bandicoot is not a myth. We do not know if they occur in the F.R.N.P. but they• 

do live near West River, Ongerup and in the Ravensthorpe Ranges. 

Thls, and other que s tions, are shortly to be answered by a Heritage Commiss ion funded 

biol ogical survey of the F.R.N.P. This is an interesting process, involving a variety 

of te chniq ues whid1 demonstrate that wildlife (apart from kangaroos and emus) do really 

ex ist in he Austra1ia.n bush. The survey involves a number of practical and theoretical 

consi derations whi ch will be explained at a public meeting in August, 

'l'be r sults will be relevant to a wide variety of Park users. For example we wJll be 

better informed to answer the many questions which begin "I saw a plant/bird/marnmal/reptii 

wh i c!'1 • • • " A~ well as prov iding descriptive details of the flora and fau na. the 

surv ey will examin stich problems as the effect of fire, and whether fireore akR foterfn 

with the molfement of' $mall animals. Also a biological survey indicates a strong commit­

ment l•y the Governmer:t t o the importance of Reserves and National Parks. 

For this survey, which comme nces in August 1985, the plants, birds, reptiles, frogs, 

mammals and inlan · fish will be examined in some detail for one year, possibly two. Ken 

re t P.y cina An y Chapman will be t:orking on flora ?,nd fauna respectively. 

'1'l f:: fauna work requ i res some 400/500 pit traps which are merely 60 cm long, 14 cm 

diame ter P C tu es set into t he ground. Some of these will be joined by a low fence to 

gujcle the an.ir.lals into t t e pits, The ass istance of the F.R.N.P.A. members (and otherEJ 

interested) is required in the econd and third weeks of July and possibly the first week 

of .AuguffL A mall arilling rig is available (pending approval) for d iggj ng some holes. 

As. fot2. ce is r equ~ r ed sawing up PVC pipe, crow-barring holes where use of dr illlng is 

i nappropr iate and Jrec tirtg f .nces . If you are able to help please contact Andy, P.O. 

Eox 216 , Ravensthorpe 6346, or phone 098 381186 in the second, third or fourth week in June. 

No a nott- from our recently appointed F!ducation and Information Officer. 

Hi fo l.ks , . . 
I want t s1ia1·t gPtt .rng some informat i on together that I can begin t o compile ; 

fo:::- ;m ev!:"iituai ilispiey tif · thEi Pe:t:k , for Twertup, The U.st of topics might be: -

( a} .Mahi1gemf:!f1 prob1 mt! 

( t) {;t:fr.riltir1Hy/Ai=!§11t1i · Hon a.ctlv ities 
(c) Landforms/scenery 

(d) Plants/animals - and/or any other suggestions 

If anyone has any information they might c,·'re to send ( • me no matter how small) 

or photos they might send (making sure theJ'.° have tJ-/e negatives ) I would very much apprPci.ate 

it . My a ctdress is C/- P.O . , Ongerup 6336. 
Thanks, 

.._: ···.· l ~ r ,~,,, ,, 



l 
As a result of discussion foll ow ing the Management Olijecl iv es weekend f :t 1y t, /') , lfi ;, 

comm ittee recon,mends c onstitutiona l add i tions an d changes to se ction 2 , 01'JI '.: 11 1vr.:;. 

Present c on s it1)_t i on 

2. OBJECT IVES ( L 11 b 
The lor g term policy o f the FJTZGIRAL D RIVER ~ATIONAL PABK ASSOCIA'l'1 U1': 11 1<.;) :rnH (! 

to pres s fo i·:- _ _ 
( a ) the inc .usior i n s u ch NA'l'I01 1 AL P.AFK of a. su bstan tial _part as w1l d erm-,, ::; _ 
(b) a prope :· study of the ecol ogy and resources of the F~tzgeral d HP~;c r ve; P~1 pec 1a ll_ 

with i t ::- respect to its mana gement for maintenance of fl ora.., f au n:1 ar,d sce nt>ry ai,d 

as a NA1
:
110t-:AL PAHK. 

(c) the pro: e ction of the catchments of streams flow ing into and through \. 1,1 r ene rv i> 
f r om pol l ut ants bor ne in fr0m outside the boundarjes; 

( ct ) the limitation of vehi :les to existing tra cks; 
(e) t he constr2ction of a irstrips in the reserve to be forbidden ; 
(f) discuf:s with the National Parks Authority of W.J. .• thE: extending of uu1 1dariefl 01 

the r ..,serve to include all in l ets and permanent wa t er in rivers ,rnd !~ "!"1 •ar11 s a nd 
to be extended to two (2) kilometres off-shore; 

(g) resumption by the Na tional Parks Au~hority of W.~. of mining tenement s prPvi ously 
worked . 

F,XECUT IVE COJ.'i1!HT'I'EE NO'l'ICE OF MOI'ION 

Notice of motion is given that thi s be c hanged at the July 7 meeting to r ead:-

2. OBJECTIVES 

2 .1 MANAGEMEN'l' - The ASSOCIATION ma y involve it self in the management or Lh PARK 
to assist i n the achievement of the following obj ective s : 

(a ) The primary obj e ctive is to allow and encourage the contir ua t ion or prPviously 
more widespread natural processe s in as natural a form as po s sible. 
'l' his i ncludes allowing and encouraging t he conservation of sped es naturall y 
occuring in the PARK and the.conservation of landsca pe s and landfor111r1 in a~ 
unaltere a state a s possible. 

( b) Secondary to (a) is allow ing and en couraging the enrichment of human life thr ougr 
experience of natural surroundings without placing achievement of the primary 
object i ve a t risk. 

2 . 2 Long term policy of t he ASSOCIATION shall be to press for:­
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) as per exi sting constitution. 

In (f) and (g) remove the term 'NATIONAL PARKS AUTHOR1'1'Y of W.A.' a:;d rPplace 
wi th "appropr.iate bodie s". 

Your executive also needs t o know your opinion on the following. This .involvPs Con­
servat ion Council pol icies during the Chairmanship of the Environment a l Prote ct ion 
Author ity by Mr Barry Carbon . We have been asked t o forward our views to the Council on 
the desirability of their adopting one or both of two suggested policies. 

( a) it , appr:>priate circumstance s, seek the assistance of the un lon moveme nt in the 
impos i tiJn of 'green bans' on propos ed develo~~ments which would have environment a lly 
unacceptable impacts. An example of such a project was given as the proposed Gold field :1 
tox i c wa ste dispoaal plant. 

(b ) encourage the formation of a politica l party along the lines of the German "Gretm 
Party" (a ·party who se attentions are focused on issues of soc i al ar.d environrnn1tal welf.tre 
rathe r than having it'A priorities determined by being dependant upon a par t icular socinl 
cl ass or closely def jned community c roup for su pport.) 
_ They wou~d liKe a -prompt reply, so would you either g ive me a ring on 090 ;, tl518~ or 

a~·op rne a .l.me C/- P.O., Hopetoun 6348 to 1etme know your feelings. 'l'he nubject wi} l b,, 
di scussed at the next mee ting be f ore a reply is sent. 

STOP PRESS CALM hosted a seminar at Jerramungup on Ma y 16 to disc uss t.h e prop-

osed experimenta ls t rip burns i n the Pa rk . some 30-40 people attend e d, in c luding a numb e r 

of Associat ibti ffi~fflbets, the Dep~rtme nt intends using a plane to drop inc e ndiar y capsu les 

in the nort ~ ~e ~t scclidtt ut :tn~ Perk.Although the initial burn is e xperiment a l it i s 

hoi:,ed to tliifn a ~1tdp l:ltJ to SOd111etti?S wide and 20km long. If succ e s sfu l it is hoped Lo 

8tnH~1,1=Lr:-,n Ly l~lAc o ouc h ~lrivs through the Parkso as to contain futur e wi I df i res wi.thoul 

the need for bulldoze d fir e lines or intensive control methods. 

NEXT MEI:."'TING Sunday, Ju l y 7 at 10.0.a.m. at Bob Bathgate's, Quiss Road - to the eaAt 
down pas t the Rangers house. Bring y our own lunch . 

Sorry it's rathf'r a dull ol d newsletter t h is time. We ' 11 try and do be tLe r in fulure! 
Drive carefully, 

Your secretary 

Helen Tay lor 



'1ANAGEMENT O '.JEC'l'lVE::J MEETING HELD 4 / 5th MAY 19t35.'l'Wf::nTUF' 

Present: Bill (Chairperson) Amelia Mo ir & Simon, Keith Bradby, 
Heather Pearce, Valerie & Phillipa Milne, Do ug Watkins, Martin Lloyd 

(Ranger), Betty Shepherd , Brian Schneider, Bill & ];Jeter Lu1lfitz, 
Claudi~ Hadlow , Kaye Vaux , Helen Taylor . 
Special Gue~t: Dr . John Watson, 2ALM. 
Gues t Observers : Anne-Marie Sc tt, Zoe Brock, Sandy Lawson. 
Apologies: Ken & Brenda Newbey, Andrew Chapman, Merl e Bem1f:'i.. t, J\1 ike 
Linto, Susanne & Alan Dennings, Dennis Ludlow. · 

Minute Secretary: Coralie Crowe. 

Bill opened the meeting and Keith read us a poem. General i ssuey were 
raised before discussing the specifics of Park Management Objec tives . 

General issues being -
'# Should the Association involve itself in Park Management? Though 
fears were expressed that doing so mi ght affect the activi.t ies Wf' 

enjoy so much, it was generally agreed that if we care for the h:1rk , 
then we have that obligation to care for the Park. 

# A need for further research to find out what the natural proces ses 
w.i thin the park are. 
# A need for a full account of fire regime history. 
# There seemed to be an apprehension from people .in the past to not 
become too involved in fear of the political aspects and hierar8hy, 

' I. 

' 

i.e. restricting our own feel for the park for the s ake of the h ierar chy. 
# Imperative that an enrichment of human life through experiencing 
the natural smrrounds of the park be catered for without j@opardi sing 
those natural processes occuring within the Park. 
# 'l'he possible importance of zoning in the futun~ management of the PPrl<. 
# The fact that not even the Biological Survey will supply all the 
data we need to adequately care for the Park, but management car not. 
stand still . 

It was generally agreed that the first three points of th~ Drgft 
Management Objectives be amalgamated into one Primary Obj e · t.Lve '1-ri th 
human enrichment becoming a secondary objective. 

After lunch we split into thre e workshops to discuss th e fo l lcn~·irtg 
topics. 
1. Outside Influences 
2. Fi re 
3. Access 
4. Specific ~ays of Implementing Our Policie s . 

As there was general agreement within the groups (excep t perh~ps on 
the matt t:• r of i.mplernentation) ar:d group reports '~Y111lt>ment,,d r. ', 

other, t hey have been combined. 
1. OUTSIDE INFLUENCES 
(a) off farm - salinity, stock, fertilizer drift, soil erosion, nest.heti cs 

Recommendati.ons - FRNPA seek official input into both local 3o il 
Conservation District Committees (J"erramungup and Ravensthorpe). The 
view underlined through these bodies that the FRNP be recogn i ::,ed ~1s 
part of the legitimate land use of the region and regarded as an asset. 
# Keep a buffer zone North of the Park to help protect water from 
pollutants. 
# Educate farmers to replace chemicals with other means of cor tro l 
that are efficient and ecologically sound with farming. 
(b) yermin - rabbits, foxes etc. disease - dieback. 

Recommendations - ( i) Vermin control within the FRNP be cow,id­
ered by CALM as part of Park Management. 
(ii) Appropriate methods of control be thoroughly i nvestigated through , 
avenues such as research, local input and experimental programme u . 
(iii) Take precautions against further introducti.ons e . g. European 
Rats , dieback. 
(iv) Baiti11g and trapping programmes set up for foxes, rabbi Vi etc. 
(v ) Inves-cigate ways of cleaning down vehicles before enter.ing and 
leaving Park to :reduce dieback spread. 
(c) aesthetics - visual pollution 

Recommendation - An awareness be fostered in FRNP nelghbours about 
the need to consider the aesthetic implications of their land munage­
ment practices on private, public and shire lands. 
2. FIRE 

tfes'earch. 
RecommEndations: Research needed into 

(i) Fire ~uppression methods (on-ground research might be considered 
in similar habitats outside the park where appropriate). 

(ii) Ecoloe;ica1 effects of wj ldfires and control fires . 
(iii)~anipulative manag~.?tnent (e . g. for species preservation etc.) 

There needs to b e :~,~ .. ,,::-·d.i · 1ation of a.11 research data be tween CALM, 
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the Bushfir s Board and any other relevant body. 
(b) Motivations. 

Recommendations: The motivation behind any decision 
Wildf·re within the park to be fully considered before 
(i) suppressing fire at all 
(ii) deciding on suppression methods. 

Recommendation: The above decisions to be Lhe responsibl l1 y 
of CALM . 
# A buffer system to protect both parks and fnrms. 
# Fire management to be in the hands of CALM so as to pro tee l p@d< 
from fire control methods incompatable with other managPment object_iv0: , . 
(Following later discussions the Fire Management Object · ves ~,ecU.un 
of the draft was expanded upon and accepted as representa tiv ~ the 

views of those present.) 
3. ACCESS 

Recommendations: (8) A need fo r restricted acces s dur1n t· · clv~rse 
conditions (w ea her, fire etc .) in the interests of public s@,Pty 
and the protection of t he park environment. Eucation and publlcl Ly 
essential . 
(b) Environmentally fragile areas on existing tracks b' asse~· t•( 1 

and possibly repaired so as to avoid further environmental c.iam·,pt•. 
(c) Information and interpretive material to enhance visibili on . 
Av ilabili ty of same be a priority - distribution through Rn nger,:;, 
local business, state tourist bureaus etc. 
(d) Walking Trails - (i) More trails and in different grades. 
(ii) More defined depending on grades. 
(iii) Better publicised and more interpretive material. 
(iv) Consider provision of ~ater points. 
(v) Associat ion to assist in planning and construction. 

(e ) Regulated .qccess through a management plan which restric ts to R 

certa in extent where vehicles can go , by a network of tra¼ks e. g. 
allow one direct track for fishermen to avoid 4W.D. damage. (No 
~ravel or bitumen). 
( f) Heavily fine offenders using tracks after ignoring closul'es , 
particularly if rescue assistance is necessary. 
(g) Tourist buses restricted to periphery areas . 
(h) Lo op roads to be permanent tourist roads. 

Ii l Encourage foot access i.e. walk trails along rr,ajor rivers. 
j Know r elated laws regarding closing of tracks etc. 
k Inforrna~i on bays at entrances of routes. 

(1 Upgr3ded signposting on access routes. 
4. SPECIFIC WAYS OF IMPLEMENTING OUR POLICIES 

Two of the groups suggested formation of a formal mcmagemn1 t 
advisory commit tee containing representative s of variou s g-roup:=. 
'I'he last troup produced the following diagram ;;illll 

thoughts c;n what wa s required . 

·:F> i'J 
I • 

The freeing up of the above communication links be encouraged. 
The formation of, and the motivation behind the formation of a new 
managemer t com.mi ttee be considered. If FRNPA participates in such a 
committee, the association not substitute that body for other avenues 
of persujng objectives , but u~e it as an extra medium. 
Other po ~nts raised were -
(a) Educational boards on endangered species etc. 
(b) Buffer zones implemented. 
(c) An encouragement of resource gathering. 
(d) Endeavour to make Education & Information Officer permanent pos 'n. 
(e) Better preparation of Rangers with regard to plant and animal 
knowledge. 
(f) A set of guidelines sers - managers, groups . 
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Next up w e dinner and a ma d hatters ball .... whi ch ql l hRd some­
thing t o o wi t h the zoning of the park. At t ime s it seemed lik 
the up and competative consuming characters (French t ouri sts , 
press, fishermen and the like) versing the meek who woul d i n he d _ t 
the earth (bo tanists , farmers?!) all before a shy pr esident . 

Br.ian event ually solved the evening's dilemma by 12roduc ing a 
already zoned park with a piece for everyone. (No need t o panjc -
~t was in the form of a cake.) Bed at la s t • 

After a torrid drafting session (by a self appointed sub-comrrrl t e ) 
over the breakfast b rbecue, the four draft managemen t objectiv .s 
were rearranged slightly to a form which the meeting dec i ded o 
support as an amendment to the FRNP's constitution. Adjustments 
to the Draft Fire Objectives were also put to the m~eting an d 

agreed upon . 
The idea of a Pormal advisory committee were discus s ed further 

and it was agreed that the Association write to the Execut ive 
DirPctor of CALM suggesting a meeting to discuss the po ss i Ble 
structure of such a body. 

At this stage John Watson appeared. Points that John r a i s ed 
included - # Advertising through tourist beaureas undesirable ,::.; 
this would eventually outride the primary concern of ma i n ta ininr; 
natur al processes in the park. Informa tion could be f oun d at 
entrance of points of interest. 
# was pleased to hear the association wanted the roads closE!d 
under adverse conditions and asked f or our support with t hi s mn tte r. 
# Pointed out the importance of not extena r g the commi t t ee 
because CALM looked on th e FRN A to fulfill the advi sory body 
role as it is now, and if we·become outnumbered in this r espec· t , 
we could all too easily be outvoted in our aims. 
# CALM is in the process of appointing a Fire Management Off i \✓ :c,r 
who will be stationed at Albany whereby Rangers who are t ne f ir~ 
off icers of theJr own parks will be assisted. 
# Stressed importance of a good communication level achie ved 
between CALM, Rangers and FRNPA. 
# Congratuiated the standard of the Management Obj ec t ive s papi::,r­
drawn up. 
# The need to protect Landscapes as well as Landforms. 
# The present loop road and "wilderness core" concept of manafe ­
ment for the FRNP is an informed arrangement . 
# Need to be wary of upgrading facilities slightly when thi s can 
lead to greatly increased pressure for a hi gher and una ccep tabl e 
level of upgrading. 

After di scussion with John we broke for lunch which wa s fo llo wed 
by a summing up by invited guest Sandy Lawson, from the Rura l 

Youth Movement Council. 
Sandy fi_rs t congratulated the participants on the wa y t h ey 

functioned over t he weekend a s a "reasonably effective group". 
In short, '1 e fe lt that we largely had "our act together ". He f e l t 
we perhaps needed to improve our image sligh t ly as we may po ss jbly 
be viewed in some quarters as a "Greenie" group which he could 
see we definitely were not. He had held discussions with CALM be f ore 
corning do~n and felt they were very interested in as s isting us . 

He agreEd, however, t hat we should not be watering down our 
objective~ to accomodate conflicting Jnterests, and should be 
stressing the value of the Park tp the district. Not AS r ega r ds 
tourism aJone but as an educational and research resource. He 
claimed the weekend was a "beautiful demonstration of the marr i a ge 
possible between local and wider knowledge. 11 

Sandy then spoke briefly on the role played by RYMC in As s i st ing 
Rural Comr.iunities maintain their local character and integrl Ly, 

v. nich sparked a discussi on on the FRNPA's role in the local 
community .. 

Bill then closed the meeting. 
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