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INTKUUUCTIUN 

The data reported and discussed was gathered between the 8th and 

17th July, 1984, working,-with KiJa people traditionally associated with 

the Bunyle Bungle Uutcamp, south of Turkey Creek in the eastern Kimberley. 

Traditional camps (taam) were visited between Kirljwarl (Fowl 
./ 

House) on the east, Wurlwurlji (Samim Mining Camp) to the north and the 

'Blue Hole' on the Urd .l:<iver to the south (see Figures 1). Collection of 

µ!ant specimens and ethnobotanical data was carried out in conjunction 

with a broader investigation of both religious and economic ties to 

country by Ur u. Kose (anthropolq9ist). 

This report is mainly restricted to the ethnobotani ca 1 aspects 

of KiJa tradition in the study area. This field covers two categories 

recognised by the KiJa people; 

1. Mayim - veyetable foods in general 

,. Ngarem - wild honey (Aboriginal English : sugar bag). 

In addition, plants used for medicines, fish 'poisons', artefacts and 

constructions are listed. 

A BKIEF UESCKIPTIUN OF THE VEGETATION OF THE STUDY AREA 

The area can be conveniently divided as follows: 

1. Stony Ranges 

(a) Usmom:f Valley 1-<ange 

(b) Purnululu ('Bungle Bungles') 

(c) Western Kanye (low range between Bellburn Creek and the 

Frank 1-<iver) 

,. lnter-ranye plains 

(a) Ked Rock (;reek Plain 

(b) Bunyle Bunyle - Urd Plain 

3. Urct Kiver 
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FIGURE 1 BUNGLE BUNGLE ANO ENVIRONS 

128'15'E 

128'15'E 

128'30'E 128'E 

LOCALITY PLAN 

AUSTRALIA 

__ __,,_.Q O W N S 

I 

/NORTHERN 
·1·-· ..... . 

I TERRITORY 

10 

----..,_-- lnlenmlteol Stream 

128'30'E 

17
°
S 

.s," : 
i\\'}•-.....,) C 

. #1'il-~~&l- \\_--~~------

I.,. --~ G M 4i3 E L 
~ , 

--.;'e.. c} r' 
I o'f 'i., 

'✓! i .JJ-G~p DOWNS 
·--, : ~tJ'~~~ ~- ~ T E X A S 

-y~ ; ~\~ ~ ----✓-M·T PIJllt d> ---- . - ·, ._,. ?-"~::{ . 13."'Etr .... ~ ,....._ ______ -:- --..__ '-r . .,,, ~ cree" ""\; '22 ..--·'"'. ~ ,· --...,........_ -r---------l . . •• • ( ---..::i.. 
- . I,) \ ',1 '. " 
: o4':-~~ r:.•(:)~_,-,r- tver, ~~%'~ •-•=••, •• , '(OSMOND\ RANGE ( c~ 
: ;:.J,o S id'.w~•--••• :. .. • C:~u1wu!d1i ') \.. 0i'-·~~ono Yard 

Palms Yard :r.i ._..,..... ~ ~ (Sam1m Camp) ,I l ol' / 
11•15·5 · ....... -- · .... ,r -- · ·IJ .;J:l: E..:,:'..;.,:.; · '/.;".'~ ·/!fi· · .... · · · · !·· .. L. .. :Y° .. · ">-" .. ·j · · :J:.r' · .... · · .. · · · .. · ·· 17'15'S 

• iJ ./?OSMOND - f'I.ATSAif,,. _ • : "'-~ . ..........__,,.. · ,A 
( I"' \! ~~-. ·, '. ~ ~Data Palm):. ,.,,l-,•J"I-~ Giliwa/ (Fowl House) ) 

f: ,_·:: / .. ". ~~ ~ :\,: :~.: _ · _ J\__ e,<_? · 1 { GLASS HILL 
.· iY ·--£· : ·_ .. :'lL.~ >:t:f~:: ,--/__, D11mb1r:a,_,_,( _, • ;./ /,. 
> ,_ ~-;, .:.: . ,. •·~ ~·-. ,,.,-·· 11-oel< ,;~ \ Red Rock\GJy,mwar) Ci/• Red Rock Yard 

>_. 1~. -,. ; . " - anjan:Mawundungi -~~ i' 1: _/ A MT BUCHANAN ~-... , ·. - / . ·.• ( . ......... . 
L 'IP': ; ' Red • • •• Mindiiyurrdji / ~u,;b<l""" r \ l, 

;> : BungleJlungle Outcam~• • (Limestone Outcrop)) •• r'"("i I ~ '·r 
I · / • • Dilmariyu '?""'·--:/\ ' · / \ )._ · 1 \ :, r.;.J .(:)'lt,oamya . / ··1 : ··1. y..-· 

·- / I '., Oja/itiguwara 'i , -< -~ = (\ , 1 .'::,,-./· 
,• : Walangini<Jji \_ : r , ·---,~-✓,..r ( · I i 

. , __,.c:=.-•~~ ,,~ I .....,__ ,, »• . l.~, y' 
,Jr\ . 1. _i BUNGLE BUNGLE PLATEAU : 

••.• ~ / -~._, (BUNALULUJ 
_,. I /,\ . ,, ,..,,.......\ / 

/ ~ \ f ).,-1 ~ . .r 
, , = ,'- -~~,~~ 0 A> D: ). , __ ~ ·~,1 r· v'j:,_ 'f-" ) ( ,..,.. 

~ -~ . :"f lJ_, cP __,..; ·-... : -.1- ( 

17'30'S, .. 'j')~ ljr.. '-~-~~'-, ...... r .. --~~I.\. -A ·r· 17'30'S 

rt f _ :Pi/ > A I~_):: A -'-\....~-~OY Hll\~/ 
--·- : . -:\ ~-v--.---- • "y-

\...._ • :C (·• O Dry Swamp Yard::_· 1 I ~-- .. Bl~;iHoles Yard ' 

· _}~l~e Holes) ,,J 
: (o ;9 /j . ~ 

Kilometres 

"-••\· Piccaninny Yard 1.., ( ELEVATION TINTS ~ 
~ ~ ,,/ (metres! -- Stali0<1 Boundary 

~ \ ':.. ~ 0·300 0 A O SlallOn Name 
<:)' \ ./ 

"- ,.. 300-600 =-= H,gnway 

The Island Yard • ••--. / Above 600 Track 
'"----.. ....__,,,,--



3 

Osmond Valley Range 

The dominant vegetation of the sandstone hi11s is a tree steppe 

(tleard, 1977) of Euaatyptus b1"evifotia with an understorey of I spi ni fex 1 

(T.,.iod-ia. and P'leatr'ac:.hne species). _The Osmond Va 11 ey Kange is remarkable 

for its wet stream valleys with Metaleuaa leuc:.adendr'on open forest, 

Pandanus low. open forest and woodland and associated patches of dense 

riµarian forest (af. Hiparian communities of Hnatiuk and Kenneally, 1981). 

The riparian forest is composed of species such as Syzygium _ 

angophoPoides, Fiaus eor'onulata, Nauelea or'ientalis and Ca-,,allia bmahiata 

over a I ush understorey of (;yaloso'l"us inte1"r'u:ptus and Coloeasia esautenta. 

Purnululu 

This sandstone range is characteri sect by steep often verti ca 1 

c I iffs intersected by narrow, steep stream va 11 eys surrounding an 

unctulatiny plateau. The dominant vegetation of the p1ateau is a tree 

steppe of Euc:.alyptus py-,,opho-,,a with associated tall shrubs such as 

Gre:viltia uiiakhamii, Aeaeia spp. and an understorey of spinifex. The 

narrow stream valleys contain pockets of both Eucalyptus he-,,be,,.tiana 

wooctl and and riparian forest. Around the base of the range and in the 

broad valley flankiny the eastern side of the Bungle 8un§le-Ord plain, 

deep red sandy soi ls with a savanna dominated by Euaalyptus aoUina or E. 

b-y,evifolia occur. 

western Kanye 

The Western Hanye is formed on Archaean rocks (shales etc.) with 

a lower, more yentle terrain. The hills are dominated by a tree steppe 

dominated by Eueatyptus b'l"e:vifolia and E. di,ah,,.omophloia (spinifex 

understones), and drier, more open stream valleys with a T'l"istania 1 lop/'<JY~''I:] 
grandiflo-,.a dominated riparian woodland on the stream banks. On the 

eastern side of the range dry, stony basaltic slopes fringe the Bungle 

15unyle-Ord plain. The tree cover in these areas is very sparse and tall 
shrubs such as Terminatia canescens and Coc:.hlosper-mum .fr>aser>i are 
prominent. 
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Ked Kock Creek Plain 

The plain of varying width extending east along Red Rock Creek 

comµrises extensive alluvial flats and outwash deposits of sandy soils. 

This plain is dominated by tree savanna (Beard, op cit.) of Eucal.,,rotus 

dichr>omophloia, Eucalyptus sp.aff. tectifica and E. confer>ti.flor>a with an 

often dense !:!round stratum of Three-awn yrass (Ar>istida spp.), F!eter>op:;qon 

contor>tus and Ch:,-.ysopogon faUax. Sma 11 er areas dominated by E. P'f'Uin,osa 

and E. "(Xlpuana. A lower stratum of tall shrubs (Lysiphyllum cunnin,qhamii, 

Gr>evillea sµp., Acacia spp., Flak.ea ar>bor>escens) is usually present. Large 

areas of Acacia 1scrub 1 (A. tumida, Acacia holoser>icea, Acacia lysiphloia 

are a I so found. Un Abori ~i na l evidence these are the relatively recent 

results of lack of firing. 

Extensive areas of sheet erosion and gullying occur close to 

Kayirriwariny (Ked Kock). 

Bunyle Bungle-Ord Plain 

This plain is characterised by richer clay soils formed on both 

limestone and basalt. The tree savanna of Eucalyptus sp.aff. tecti.fica -

E. dichr>omophloia is sparser, and areas of treeless 1 black soil plain 1 

occur. Most of the area has suffered degradation; sheet _erosion and 

yullyiny are thus extensive. 

Intersecting creeks are densely fringed with Tr>is~ania 

gr>andifl,om, Vitex glabr>ata and Terminalia platyphyUa. 

A Nl:/~W ridye of limestone is a prominent feature of the 

northern end of the plain. This ri dye carries a sparse vegetation in 

which Cel tis philippensis, Ficus platypoda, F. opposita, Vitex qlabr>ata 

and P--~emna acuminata are prominent. 

urd l<iver 

The Urd Kiver at 1 jjlue Hole 1 has a riparian strip dominated by 

Melaleuca 1.,euca.dendr>on, Eucalyptus camaldulensis, Terminalia bUPsar>1:na, 

and Fiscus sµp. The dense thickets of reed (Phr>a.gmites kar>ka) which once 

occurred have been laryely destroyed by floods (K. Wallaby per>s. comm.). 
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CAMP SITES VISITEU AND THEIR RELATION TO THE ENVIRONMENT 

The camp sites visited can be divided into two groups: 

1. Wet season camps in caves and rock shelters: 

MinyJiwurrji 
Maanyan/Mawudulnyi 
JimpiJpa 

' Nyi tparriya 

Li mes tone 

Sandstone 

,. Ury season camps at permanent water: 

Kayi rri wari ny 

Jirliwarl 
JaaliJkuwariny 

WurlunyinyJi 
Wurlwurlji 

~lue Hole (Ord Kiver) - both wet and dry season 

The sitiny of these camps is related primarily to the 
availability of shelter (caves, rock shelters), water supply and fish and 
yame. The occurrence of particular plant foods did not seem to be a major 
consideration, though-there is a full knowledge of the foods available in 
the vicinity of the camp sites. Une possible exception was the Livistona 

palm YinyaJali (q.v.) which is abundant near two of the wet season camps 
(Nyitpa-,,r>iya and Jimpijpa) and was heavily utilised. The present relative 
rarity of tne species in accessible places near Nyitparriya was attributed 
to heavy use in past times, indicating it was heavily utilised. 

A detailed account of the annual food-yatheri ng eye 1 e and its 
~elationship to campiny places, season and local food supply could only be 

yi ven wi tn much further study. 

Discussion with informants indicated that the traditional 
pattern of land use was chanyed under the direct impact of European 
pastoral settlement. 
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uuring the early phase of settlement Aboriginal camps were 

attacked and I dispersed I when they were seen as a threat to pastoral 

occupation, or in retaliation for cattle spearing. Aboriginals were often 

forced into the relative safety of the ranges. During this period 

Purnululu was used as a safe refuge. At one -place .above Kungkalangarri 

waterhole access to the plateau was gained by climbing up notched tree 

trunks. These were pulled up after the ascent to prevent pursuit. Our 

informants consequently have no experience of the camp sites and resources 

of this plateau. 

The generation of the informants was employed on cattle 

stations, at least during the dry season. During the wet season 1 holiday 

time• they were free to join tribal gatherings and visit relatives. In 

areas of north Australia unaffected by pastoral settlement, large 

yatheri nys were confined to the latter half of the dry season, the wet 

season beiny a time of disµersal. The European-imposed pattern of wet 

season yatherinys relied heavily on supplies of rations bouyht with the 

station workers (see Durack, 1Y8J: 193). 

The indiPect impact of European settlement due to overgrazing is 

obvious today. Along with the widespread pasture deyradati on and soil 

erosion,. it appears that many plant foods have become rare or localised. 

The majonty of the root foods listed in Appendix 3 could not be located 

in the area surveyed. While seasonal factors may partly be involved and 

searching earlier in the dry season may have been more successful, 

overyraziny must also be a major factor. 

NgawunJ i ( Vigna tanceolata var. lati.folia) survives in abundance 

only in the very lightly grazed rocky slopes in the upper reaches of Red 

Kock Creek. In the 1-{i tharrngu-Waagi l ak country of north-east Arnhem land 

familiar to me, Vigna 1.,anceolata is ubiquitous and abundant in grassland 

and savanna. The absence of this palatable species from the plains areas 

near l:$unyle l:)unyle Uutcamp is almost certainly due to overgrazing. The 

µresent -day abundance of KunJa ( Coe hlospePnum _fr>aser>i) on the stony 

basaltic areas corresponds to the very low level of grazing in these 

areas. 
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fOOU KESOUKCES ANO THEIK UTILISATION 

fruits (see Appendix 1 for a fu 11 1 i st) 

The majority of the twenty-four species bearing edible fruits 

ripen- in the wet season and were important during this time. Root foods 

were lar~ely unavailable or unpalatable during the wet. 

Three species were of particular importance: 

MinyJiwarram 
Taaluny 

Mapura* 

(Vitex glahr>ata) 

(Buehanania obovata) 

(Car>issa lanceoZata) 

The fruits of the first two species were present in such 

abundance that a surplus was avai 1 ab 1 e. The fruits were pounded up and 

formed into a rounded mass I about the size of a basketba 11 1
, wrapped in 

paper bark. (mernta) and stored for later use. Mapura fruit was not 

stored, but the species was particularly important because of its 

abundance and the relatively long period of availability, which extends 

into the dry season. 

The use of l:3oab fruits was mentioned as important for other 

areas, but the species was very rare in the area studied. 

!'ieeds (see Appendix 2) 

Five species provided edible seed. In the past the seeds of two 

species were ground-up for food: Ngarnthanji ( Cycas pr,uinosa) and Wi rl arr 

(an unidentified grass). 

Informants were we 11 aware of the toxic properties of fresh 

Cy<!as seed, thou yh they had not used the species themse 1 ves, and their 

knowled~e of preparation methods was based on observing 'the old people'. 

Tne Kerne 1 s of the fruit were ground into a coarse paste, the 

paste enc I osed in paperbark (detai 1 s not known) and leached in a running 

MlpUr>a is a Jar>u tem. The Kija equivalent is pir>iyaZji. 
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stream for I about a week 1 
• The 1 eached paste was then made up into 

1 damµers I and cooked in sand and hot ashes. This species is confined to 

the Usmond Valley Ranye (Usmond Creek, upper Red Rock Creek). 

The yrass wirlarr was once abundant on the black soil flats near 

tiun'::J le tiuny le out camp but may now · be either ext i ~ct or very rare. It 

matured in the early dry season, when the seeds were co 11 ected by rubbing 

the heads between the palms of the hand so that the seeds and chaff fell 

into a 1 flat 1 coolaman, larnturrJi. The seed was then winnowed using the 

larnturrJi by tossiny the mixture of seeds and chaff into the air, blowing 

away the chaff. The informants vividly remember the women sitting while 

rhythmically chanyiny 1tutulut, tutulut, tutulut I as they tossed the grain 

into the air from the larnturrji. After winnowing, the grass seed was 

'::lround into a thick paste that was eaten with out cooking. Grindstones 

used for yrindiny wilarr were seen at MinJiwurrji rock shelter close to 

8un'::Jle tiungle Outcamp. 

It is noteworthy that although early ripe pods of AcaC1:a 

platyca:r>pa were cooked and eaten, Acacia seed was not yround for flour as 

is reported for many Aboriginal groups to the south and east, e.g. 

Warlµiri (Me'::J'::litt, 1%~) and Jinyili (Heath peros. corrm., 1976). 

Two other sources of edible seed are worthy of mention: Partiki* 

( Terminalia ar>ostr>ata) and the I Kurrajongs 1 
( Bmchychiton diverosi.folius 

and Ster>cul ia sp.). Part i k i (now a rare tree) was found in the inter­

ran'::le µlains. Larye amounts of dried nuts accumulate beneath the trees 

formin'::l a larye store of food available at all times. The nut is cracked 

and the tasty, edible kernel extracted and eaten raw. 

The 1 Kurrajongs I wurlarlji and panjaruny were important sources 

of food in the first· ha 1 f of the dry season. The I early ripe I green pods 

were cooked in the ashes of a fire, and the seeds extracted, rubbed 

between the palms to remove the sharp irritant hairs which cling to the 

seeds and eaten. 

* Par>tiki is a Ja:r>u ter>m; the Kija equivalent is par>ekel 
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Moots (see Appendix 3) 

Unly two root foods are available today in the study area: 

KunJa 
NyawunJi 

( Cochlospernum f1"aser>i) 

( Vigna 1,anceolata var. 7,atifolia) 

KunJa is very abundant on stony basaltic soils fringing the 

Western Kan ye. Whi 1 e the roots were avai 1 able at a 11 sea?ons, it was best 

in the mid ( 1 co 1 d •) dry season because there was 1 ess gum which gives a 

rather bitter taste to the root. Small plants were the most sought after, 

as 1 arger, older p 1 ants tend to have harder, 1 gummy I roots. The roots 

were eaten after roasting in the ashes of a fire. 

NgawunJi was available through the dry season. The roots are 

briefly cooked in the ashes and eaten. They can be eaten raw. 

Ji marni ny ( Colocasia eooulenta) a root food of speci a 1 interest, 

was confined to the Osmond Va 11 ey Kange on Osmond Creek, where it was 

abundant on the swampy stream banks and flats. This species is the wild 

form of the cu 1 ti vated Taro. The eating of the 1 arge corms raw was 

forbidden, 1you would turn into a kangaroo 1
, and the 1 arge amounts of 

burning calcium oxylate would certainly have made it unpalatable. The 

corm was baked in a I dry oven' (kungkun) but the informants had not used 

this species themselves. 

Stems~ leaves and edible gums 

The upper stem and apical bud of the palm Yingajali (Livistona 

sp.) is an important item of food. This food is prepared by steaming in 

an earth oven (Yurnkurr) for four to six hours. Because the species grows 

in the rocky lower hill slopes, close to caves and rock shelters (and in 

relatively 'cattle-proof' areas) it was a welcome source of food in the 

wet season, when other veyetable food was scarce. 

Nyaarnte (edible gum) is collected from a variety of species of 

Acacia and Terminalia. It can be consumed immediate lY, but 1 arger amounts 
were baked in a 'dry oven' (kungkun), and then eaten. Such cooking has 

the advantage of softening hardened 1 umps of gum and improving 

digestibility. Nyaarntiny (Teminalia p7,atyphytla), a very abundant tree 
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on stream lines throughout the Bungle Bungle area, and Yirriyarriny 

(Terrninal,ia bUr>sar>ina), abundant at l)lue Hole on the Ord were the most 

important species. 

Wila Honey and Lerp Scales (see Appendix 6) 

Wild honey is abundant in the study area in the mid-dry 

season. jjees have the sieneric name n"9are; three species (not identified) 

occur: 

Kay i rri ny 

Peranykul 

NhawinJ 

a ground-living bee 

two tree living bees 

Honey is consumed immediately in the bush, or taken back to camp 

for eatiny. When honey is available in surplus a preparation known as 

µi Ja is prepared. The pounded inner bark of warurnji (Eucah1vtu.g 

tectifica) is mixed with the honey, forming a drier fibrous and sticky 

substance which can be kept and eaten when desired. In the past large 

amounts of piJa were prepared and made up into large 'basketball sized' 

masses, wraµµed in µaµer bark and stored for future use. This pija 

oecomes dry and was soaked in water prior to eating. 

It was customary to eat pija followiny a meal and this custom 

was compared to the European custom of drinkiny tea after a meal (which is 

now the rule amony Aboriyinal people). The method of storing honey and 

extendin~ its availability has not, to my knowledge, been reported 

elsewhere in Australia. 

The brood of the bees (lernjim) was also eaten, but more as a 

medicinal item than as a food. The brood of kayirriny is extremely bitter 

if eaten as extracted, but it can be diluted in water to produce a 

medicine effective ayai nst stomach aches. The brood of perangkul can be 

eaten as extracted and is considered effective in dealing with 

constipation followiny eating large amounts of meat: 'It cleans a man 

out 1
• 
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Medicinal plants (see Appendix 5) 

Sixteen species are used medicinally. An important part of 

traditional medicine was the steaming treatment of colds and influenza. 

8ranches and leaves of a wide range of trees were put in a hole 
in the yround on top of heated stones and the sick person would lean 

forward into the steam i ssui ny from the leaves. Today the same species 

are usua "I ly boi 1 ed in water and the water used for washing the sick 
person. 

Preparations for treating sores, stomach aches and general 

malaise ( 1 feeliny weak 1
) are also employed. 

Artefacts and Constructions (see Appendix 7) 

The wide range of trees and shrubs used for implement making is 
listed in Appendix 7. Perhaps the most important species in traditional 
days was the ta 11 river paper bark, Me'laleuea 'leu<!adend:r>0n (merntany). 
Its Dark was used for traditional circular houses, for blankets, for 

wrapping stored food, for carrying, preparing and serving food, and 
covering 1wet I earth ovens (yurnkurr). Corrugated iron and cardboard has 
replaced -paper bark in many cases today. 

UISCUSSION 

The ethnobotanical knowledge of the Kija people of the Bungle 

tiun~le Uutcamp extends far beyond an inventory of useful plants and their 
uses. Uespi te a 11 the disruptions and changes consequent on the European 
presence, the pe-rosistenae of association between people, their land, and 
the environment is reflected in the detailed practical knowledge of base 

camps, associated resources and their location, their seasonal 
availability, preparation and storage. 

The short study of two weeks was only successful because the 

informant yroup were thoroughly familiar with their country and its 
resources and planned the survey strategy accordingly. The economic 
dimension of the relationship to the land (of which ethnobotany is only a 
part), like the religious and social dimensions, has been strongly 

maintained. 
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APPENDIX 1 · FRUITS 

Pan!:JkurnJi 1 Fiy 1 

Fruits eaten raw; wet season 

Taaluny 1 Plum 1 

Fruits eaten raw, pounded and stored 
(see text), wet season - early dry season 

Tikurlul/Wulnyal 1 8ean 1 

Early ripe pods baked (kungkun cooking); 
mid dry season. 

Japayiny/Kanampiny 1 Fi9 1 

Fruits eaten raw; wet season. 

Jawunany/Ngalalapany/Kunanykiny 1 Fiy 1 

Fruit eaten raw, wet season. 

Jimirlpiril 'Wild Grape' 
Fruits eaten raw; wet season. 

JimirlpirJ2 'Wild Grape' 
Fruits eaten raw, wet season. 

Jukurru 'Wild Urange 1 

Fruit eaten raw, inside part only; 
late wet season - mid dry season. 

Jumu l uny 1 8oab Tree 1 

Fruit eaten inside only. 

1. When green, steamed. 
~- When dry inside part pounded up, 

water added, honey may then be 
added to the pulp. 

First part of the dry season (yreen); 
throuyh the dry season (dry). 

Karrawuny /N!:Juwartuny 
fruit eaten raw, includiny the seeds; 
wet season. Eaten also by emus and 
bustards. 

Kanthiliny 1 6eebung' 
Fruit eaten raw; late dry season/early 
wet season. 

Karnampi ny see Japayi ny 

Karnkul (ji) 'Wattle' 
tarly-ripe pods baked (kun!:Jkun cooking) and 
eaten; second half of the dry season. 

Fieus vlaty'{X)da 
Ficus vir>ens 

Buchanania obovata 

Cana»alia papuana 

Fie us aor>omil ata 

Ficus r>acemosa 

Jasminzm mol le 

Opil ia amentacea 

Cappar>is umbonata 

Adansonia gr>eqor>ii 

Gr>ewia pol mama 

Per>soonia falcata 

Acacia platycar>rxx 
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Ki rl i ny 'Wild Gooseberry I Solanum echinatwn 
Fruits eaten raw (prickly sepals discarded}; 
mid-dry season. 

Kunturlpall 
Fruits eaten raw. 
and put in water. 
ripe (paapiJ) and 

Often yathered in bulk 
Those that sink are 

can be eaten; wet season. 

KunturlpalL see Mintimintil 

KuwarrurlJil 
Fruit eaten raw; wet season (first 
rain time) 

KuwarrlurlJiL see Nyurrwany 
Fruits eaten raw; wet season 

MartarrKu (ny) 
•~Kin' of the fruit only eaten after bakiny 
{kurrakun cookiny) or boiliny; wet season. 

Marrarnyi l 
Fruits eaten raw; early wet season. 

Mi ny J aarrany see MinyJiwarrahy 

Mi ny Ji warrany /Mi nYJ aarrany I Pl um 1 

Fruit eaten raw, pounded and stored 
(see text); wet season. 

Mintimintil 
F.ruit eaten raw, often gathered in bulk 
and put into water, the ripe fruits sink 
and can be eaten: wet season. 

Nyimirlil 'Leichhardt Tree' 
Fruit eaten raw: wet season. 

Nyalalapany 

KunanyKi ny 

see Jawunany 

see Jawunany 

Nyurrwany/Kunykuny/Kuwarrulji 
fruit eaten raw, wet season. 

K.unykuny see Nyurrwany 

Maµura I ConKerberry 1 

(In Jaru, KiJa word is 1JiriyalJi) 
Fruit eaten raw; wet season to mid-dry 
season. 

Wulnyal see Tikurlul 

Mat lotus neso phil, us 

Antidesma ghaesembila 

Zizyphus quadr>ilocTilar>is 

Cappar>is seviar>ia 

Vitex glabr>ata 

Unidentified (NHS84-385} 

Nauctea or>ientalis 

Se cUPi neq a 
melanthesioides 

Car>issa lanceolata 
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Nyayalel 1 Piemelon 1 

Inside of fruit eaten-raw; first half 
of dry season. 

YimarlJi/Yinyarrjiny 'Sandpaper Fig' 
Fruit eaten raw; wet season. 

Y i n ya r r J i ny see Yimarlji 

Not .co 11 ected 

F'iaus opoosita var 
miamaantha 

F'iaus opposita var 
indeao-,.a 
F'iaus sp.aff oprosita 
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APPENDIX 2 SEEDS 

PanJaruny/TerrangkelJi 
Early ripe (green) pods cooked in ashes 
dnd eaten after rubbing off the spiky 
hairs; wet season to early dry season. 

Part i k i 1 Nut Tree 1 

(In Jaru, Kija word is parekel) 
Kernels of the fruit eaten raw. 
accumulate at the bases of the 
are available at all times. 

TerrangkelJi see PanJaruny 

NgantharnJi 'Palm Tree' 

The nuts 
trees and 

The ripe fruits are cracked open, the 
kernels ground into a coarse paste and 
µlaced in paperbark in a running stream 
for a week. The leached paste was made 
into dampers and cooked in hot sand and 
ashes, late dry season to wet season. 
(Uescription only; process not seen.) 

winµul 1 Pandanus 1 

Tne large fruits are roasted in a fire 
and cut open so that the kernels can be 
eaten. 

WerlalJi 'KurraJong' 
Early riµe (green) ponds cooked in the 
ashes, and eaten after rubbing off the 
sµiky hairs, wet season to early dry 
season. 

Wi r I arr l:irass 
(yuka in Jaru; KiJa synonym is minyperniny) 
~eed ground into an edible paste after 
winnowing; early dry season. 
~ee text for details. 

Br>achychiton viscvi.ulus 

TerrninaLia aPostPata 

Cycas py,uinosa 

Pandanus sp.aff. 
spiPaLis 

BPachychiton 
d ivePsifoi1:us 

Unidentified 
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. APPENIJIX 3 : ROOTS 

Panari ny 1 Kound sweet yam• 

Parnkuwarliny 

Pi ki rni ny 

JirlirrJirlirr(Ji) 

Ji marni ny 

1 Vine with yams' 

~tern tubers eaten after cooking. 
The old people said that if anyone 
ate these raw they would turn into 
a kangaroo. 

Jurntany · 

Karnawi ny 
Koots chopped into slices, rubbed in the 
ash from Lysiph.yU um (kunytJ in) wood, 
then cooked in the ashes of a fire. 

Uni dent ifi ed 

Unidentified 

Unidentified 

? Ipomoea sp. 

Co7,ocasia eooulenta 

Unidentified 

? Dio sco-r>ea b u7,b i.f e-r>a 

Karnti (ny)/Yuwalany 'Vine with yams on black soil 1 ? Ipanoea sp. 

KarrJany 1 Lily, yrows in water• 

KelewurrJi 'Grows in water• 

KunJa 
Koots eaten after cooking in ashes. 
~est in the mid-dry season as resin 
content is lower. 

NyawunJi 
Koots eaten after cooking briefly 
in ashes. Ury season. 

WanarrJi 'Peanut' 

wawalji 'Long yam in water• 

Yarrkalany 'Water plant• 

Nyurlungkiny edible lily 

? Nymphaea sp. 

Unidentified 

Coch7,ospe-r>mum f-r>ase-r>i 

Vigna ianceoiata var. 
iatifolia 

Uni dent ifi ed 

Uni dent ifi ed 

Unidentified 

Unidentified 
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APPENUIX 4 STEMS, LEAVES ANO EDIBLE GUMS 

Jiwiny 
Edible gum (nyaarnte) 

Perawuruny 
Edible gum (nyaarnte) 

MarlarrinJ 
Edible gum (nyaarnte) 

Nyaarntiny 
Edible gum (nyaarnte) 

Nyaarnte General term for edible gum. 

YinyaJali 1 Palm 1 

The apical bud and upper stem steamed 
in an earth oven and eaten (see text 
for details). All seasons. 

Yirriyarriny/Wararuny 
Edible yum (nyaarnte) 

Acacia tunida 
Acacia acPadenia 

Terminalia canescens 

Terrrninalia volwns 

Terrminal ia vi atyvh'l!l la 

Livistona sp. 
(undescribed) 

Terrrninalia bUr>saPina 
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APPENUIX ~ : MEUICINES, COOKING HERBS, DRUGS AND FISH 'POISONS' 

Partiki 1 Nut Tree' 
(In Jaru; KiJa word is parakel) 
Leaves used for steaminy treatment of 
colds, influenza. 

Pilirn(ji) 1 Kiver Gum• 
~ranches thrown in waterholes to 1 poison 1 

fish. Leaves used in earth oven for 
cookiny meat (yives it a spicy taste). 
Leaves used for steaminy treatment of 
colds, influenza. 

Pinykunji/Nyunyju 
Leaves dried and chewed with ash of 
Mawurrun (E. dichromophoriaJ 

T al ng a:r>r> j i 
Leaves used in earth oven for cooking 
meat (gives it a spicy taste). 

Theltheny/ThelinJany 
The stems are used to clean wax from 
the ears. 

Kerlerneny see also Mirliwuny 
Leaves used for steaminy treatment of 
colds, influenza. 

Leaves pounded and thrown into water 
holes to 1poison 1 fish. 

KarnkulJi 'Wattle' 
~arly ripe (green) pods beaten up and 
thrown into small waterholes to 1poison 1 

fish. 

Kurt i rtar l 
Leaves used for steaming treatment of 
colds and influenza. 

Kunyjiny •~auhinia 1 

Ashes used for rubbing kanawiny yam slices 
prior to cooking (? removes toxic 
p rin c i p l e ) • 

Lamµarrlamparrji 
Infusion of leaves in hot water drunk for 
colds, influenza and I f eel i ny weak 1

• 

Lawuny 
Leaves and bark boiled in water and used 
for washiny sores. 

Terminalia aPostPata 

Eucalyptus camaldulensis 

Lobelia quandPa:ngulans 

CypePus vaginatus 

PlectPachne sp. and 

? TPiodia spp. 

Acacia tumida 
Acacia holosePicea 

Unidentified 

L1/sivhullum eunnin.ghamii 

Wedelia VePbesinoides 

DoliehandPone heterophylla 
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LernJi(m) General term for·bee 1 s brood 
The brood from Kayirriny (q.v.) is very 
bitter if eaten, but it can be diluted 
in water and drunk for stomach aches. 

The brood from Peranykel (4.v.) can be 
eaten 1 straiyht away 1 and is eaten as an 
antidote to constipation caused by eating 
larye amounts of meat. 

Manyanyiny/Parnapeliny 1Wild tea• 

Mawurru (ny) 
Kina (kaliwuny) dissolved in water and 
used for washiny sores. 

best ash for chewing Ngunyju (q.v.) is 
from this species. 

Mirliwuny/Kerlerniny 
Leaves used for steaming treatment of 
colds, influenza. 

Leaves pounded and thrown into waterholes 
to poison fish. 

Merntany 
Leaves used for stearniny treatment of 
colds and influenza. 

Nyarrn'::larr Ji 
uecoction of leaves in water drunk and 
used as wash for colds, headaches 
kf. lamparrlamparrJi). 

NyunyJul 1 bush Tobacco• 
Leaves dried, pounded and chewed with ash. 

NyunyJul see Pin':JkUnJi 

WirlinyJi 
bark burnt to produce fine black ash which 
is rubbed into the hair 1to make it grow 
and keeµ it black'. 

Wurlnyuruny 'Sandalwood' 
Leaves used in steaming treatment of 
colds and infl~enza. 

Nyarerr Ji 
Whole plant including roots beaten up 

and thrown in small waterhole to 'poison• 
fish. 

? synonym of lamparrlamparrji 

Eucalyptus 
dfohroomoph1., oia' 

Metaieuca ieucaden.droon 

Cymborx>gon bomb yci nus 

Nicotiana benthamiana 

Croevittea pteroidi.fotia 

Santaiun. tanceolatum 

Rhynchosia rohomhoidea 
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APPENUIX 6 : HONEY ANO LERP SCALES FROM PLANTS 

Pinkany 
tiranches with the scale are dried, 
the scales knocked off, then eaten. 
This species is also known as 
Mawurru n~arnany, 1 lJweller on 
Mawurrun 1

• 

Kayi rri ny 

Nhawi ny 

Peranykul 

warrayayi ny 
~ee Pi ngany 

Lerp scale on Eucalyptus 
dwh:r>omophl oriia 

8ee with a hive in the ground 
or at the roots of trees; dark, 
strong tasting honey. 

8ee with a hive in trees; a 
laryer insect than Perangkul 

8ee with a hive in trees; 
smaller insect than Nhawiny. 

Lerp scale on Eucalyptus 
eamaZduZensis 



APPENDIX 7 ARTEFACTS AND CONSTRUCTIONS 

Pakawakany 
wood used to make boomerangs, 
fiyhtiny sticks. 

PaalinJi 
Stems used for spears. 

Pilirn(ji) 
Wood prized for firewood (maarnam). 

P4npa(ny) 1cabbaye tree• 
~ Firewood (maarnam). 

Puniny 
The term covers a number of 

1 bloodwoods 1
• The first species 

produces tall, straiyht trunks 
useful for buildiny stock yards. 

TalnyarrJi 
Firewood (maarnam). 

Jaalaluny 1 Shitwood 1 

Wood used to make 1 coolimans 1
: the 

flat type, larnturrJi, and the 
square, deep type for honey 
yatheriny, yawunyji 

Jawirliny 
Wood used for boomeranys, fiyhting 
clubs (wirlki). 

JinykurlJi 1 Kiver manyrove 1 

Firewood (maarnam); bark used for 
artefacts (no details). 

Ji winy 
Stems used to make spears, and the 
peys of woomeras (mirliti) 

JurnJurnurl 
Wood used for boomeranys and 
woomeras. 

Kerlerniny, see also Mirliwuny 
Kesin from leaf bases and culms 
used as an adhesive. Leaves 
dried in a heap, then oeaten to 
detach tne resin, then the resin 
moulded into a lump by heating 
over a fire (process described only). 

Acacia farnesiana 

Acacia sp. 

Eucal up-tus cama1dulensis 

Eucalyptus confer>ti.flor>a 
Eucalyptus qr>andifolia 

Eucalyptus collina 
Eucalyptus asper>a 
Eucal!,fptus pt!,fchocar>pa, 

Eucalyptus brevifolia 

Cyr>ocar>r,us amePicanus 

Rakea arbor2escens 

Tr>i stan ia gr>am i.fl or>a 

Acacia sp. aff. cowleana 
Acacia tumida 
Cr>ev il lea miniata 

Timonius timon 

Plectr>achne sp. 
? also Tr'iodia spp. 
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Kaman~karr(Ji) 
Stems used to make light 'bamboo' 
spears with a wooden upper shaft 
and point. 

Karntiwarlerl EPzrt;hPina vespePtiZio 
Wood used to make woomeras. 

Kurnarnturu Aeaeia eoPiaeea 
Wood used to make boomerangs, axe 
handles and fightiny sticks. 

KunJa CoehZospemun fPaser>i 
,Sticks from the plant frayed at 

the ends to make spoons to eat 
wi 1 d honey. 

Kunykala F>r>emna. aeuminata 
Stems used to make fire sticks. 

Li ny j i 1 (Ji) Eueai yptus pPuinosa 
Firewood (maarnam). 

Luwarrir Ataia.'lfl- hemigiauea 
Wood used to make fighting sticks. 

Marlarriny Te'Y'mina1.,ia voiwr>is 
Fine shavings of the wood are stuck 
to the skin as decorations for 
dancing and ceremony, called 
wanpata, yiilyi. 

Manyatany Dodonaea poJ.,yzuqa 
Implement made from the dried stems 
(manyatany) are used for trimming 

- and sharpening (by fine flaking) 
flakes for the 'bottle spear', 
yalka. The term mangatany may 
not apply to the plant in general. 
Sharpened lengths of iron could also 
be used for flaking and were then 
called manyatany also. (Note: 
yarlKa is a Malngin/GurindJi word; 
the kiJa word is kurlwalel .) 

Mawu rru ( ny) 1 ti 1 oodwood I Eucai yptus dwhPomopb.oia 
Firewood, best ash to add to 

NyunyJu · (q .v.) 

Mirliwuny see Kalarniny 

Merntany I Paperbark 1 

tiark used in the past to make 
traditional 'cupola' houses, for 
blankets, for wrapping food for 
storage, for cutting up meat, 
covering food in earth ovens 
(yurnkurr). 

MeZaieuea ieucadendPon 



warlakarriny I Ironwood 1 

Wood used for boomeranys and 
1 sticks 1 used in parrying 
boomeranys. 

warlarriny 

warurn (Ji) 
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Firewood (maarnam). 1 Good wood for 
ashes 1. 

WerlalJi 
Sticks frayed at the end are used 
for spooniny out bush honey. 

WirlirrJi 
Stems used for makiny sµears. 

Werrerrul 1 Corkwood 1 

wood used to make woomeras. 

Venti"lago viminalis 

°F:ucal y-otus 7XJ,T)Uana 

E. sp. aff. tectifica 

Br>achychiton diver>sifolius 

Sesbania fo-r>mosa 
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APPENDIX 8 · NAMED PLANT SPECIES, NO USE RECORDED 

Ji rri nyJi rri nyJi 

Thewenykiny 

1 Tall prickly spinifex 
Picaninny Creek 1

• 

Common on limestone ridges, creek 
banks on heavy soils. tiirds eat 
the fruit. 

Kalunykuny 
The honey from trees with this 
epiphyte should not be eaten - a 
religious prohibition (Ko kwunji ). 

ManthurnJi 

MunykUlJi 

Mistletoes in general. 

Ny i rnt i war l i ny 
urows at Nyi tparriya. 

N~arraµarral/nguyu/mayim 
Literally "emu 1 s food", 
a:-..gene-ral term fo_r::_plants-which 

nave fruits eaten by emus 

Celtis philivpinensis 

Cymbidium oonaliculatum 

Melaleuea newosa ssp. nov. 
Melaleuea acacioides 

InyUanthus ciccoides 

Cassia venusta 
Qu)enia Ve'Y'nicosa 
Santalum Zanceolatum (not eaten 

by Kija people) 

WanyalJi Calyt-rix exstivuZata 

Wiluwiny A'Y'undineZZa nevalensis 
Tall yrass along Usmond Creek. 

Wurimarra Typha sp. 
A bullrush seen at Murnta 

(tilackfellows Creek). 

Warampurr Tinospo'Y'a smilacina 
Used as medicine in Arnhem Land, 
called 1 rubbish 1 by Kija informants. 
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APPENDIX 9 

Phonetic Urthoyraµhy (Used on map) 

11unalulu 

WulwuldJi 

bi l i wa l 

bayi rriwar 

Uutbu 

UJ i mbitJ ba 

ManJan-Mawundunyi 

Mi nctJ iyurrdJ i 

Ui lmariyu 

Ny i tµarriya 

UJ al i tJ yuwara 

Walan'::JinJdJi 

Practical Orthography 
(Used in article and at 

Warmun Community) 

Purnululu 

Wurlwurlji 

Jirliwarl 

Kayi rriwari ny 

Tutpu 

Jimpijpa 

Manyan/Mawudulngi 

MinyjiwurrJi 

Ti lmarriyu 

Nyi tparriya 

Jaalijkuwariny 

Waarlanginyji 
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