
 

No. 30 Western grey kangaroo 
management plan

This note provides information on the western grey kangaroo 
management plan for Western Australia, including the legalities of 
destroying kangaroos. For general comments on control and 
information on other methods and kangaroo biology, refer to the 
publications listed under further reading. 

Destruction of western grey kangaroos (Macropus fuliginosus), by 
shooting can be an effective way to reduce the damage they cause. 
Managing kangaroo numbers is part of the process of controlling 
total grazing pressure on farmland and rangeland. 

Status 
The western grey kangaroo (Macropus fuliginosus) is protected 
under the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950, administered by the 
Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC). The western 
grey kangaroo is also a declared pest of agriculture under the 
provisions of the Agriculture and Related Resources Protection Act 
1976, administered by the Western Australian Department of 
Agriculture and Food. This declaration allows for the approval and 
implementation of a western grey kangaroo management plan and 
management strategies in various areas of the state. 

Kangaroo management plan 
The management program for western grey kangaroos is 
administered by DEC and was introduced in this State in 1971. The 
plan meets the requirements of the Commonwealth Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 and Regulations, 
as well as State legislation. 

It’s aim is to prevent unacceptable damage to agriculture, whilst 
ensuring the long-term viability of kangaroo populations, including 
those at the local community level. Where possible, it also aims to 
manage kangaroos as a renewable resource without compromising 
the conservation of the species. 

Commercial harvest quotas for western grey kangaroos are 
determined annually by reviewing current population trends, past 
seasonal conditions and trends in land use. Annual aerial surveys of 
kangaroos are undertaken to determine animal abundance and 
distribution. 

  

Commercial use of kangaroos 
The total number of kangaroos that may be taken commercially is 
controlled by DEC through the issue of royalty tags. The tags are 
colour-coded for each kangaroo species. A tag must be attached to 
the each carcase or skin taken for commercial purposes in the 
prescribed manner. 

Open season shires 
The current open season permits the shooting of western grey 
kangaroos on private property in specified municipal districts (see the 
attached map) without a damage licence. Kangaroo populations in 
these shires are secure and damage to agriculture is likely to be an 
ongoing problem. 

Open season restrictions 
1. The open season applies only on private land in the 

districts listed, including freehold land, conditional 
purchase leasehold land or any other leasehold land which 
is granted for the purpose of agricultural production under 
the Land Administration Act 1997. 

2. Western grey kangaroos may be taken only when they are, 
or can be reasonably expected to, cause damage to 
primary production. 

3. After inspecting a property in an open season shire a DEC 
wildlife officer may prohibit the shooting of western grey 
kangaroos on that property, until the landholder or 
leaseholder obtains a damage licence. 

4. Western grey kangaroos may be destroyed only by the 
landholder or leaseholder on land which they own or 
occupy in the open season shire. If the landholder does not 
wish to, or is unable to carry out the shooting himself or 
herself, they may nominate an agent or a licensed 
kangaroo shooter to shoot on their behalf. The landholder 
or leaseholder must fill out a proforma letter - for private 
property owners/lessees to authorise persons to enter their 
land and destroy western grey kangaroos when they are 
causing damage to primary production. The licensed 
professional shooter must carry this permit with them at all 
times when shooting. If the landholder or leaseholder does 
not have anyone to do the shooting for them, the local DEC 
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office can provide the names of licensed shooters in the 
district who may be able to assist. 

5. Whether or not they are in an open season shire, a 
property owner can not shoot, then sell or move western 
grey kangaroos, their carcases or skins for commercial 
purposes unless they hold the appropriate royalty tags and 
a professional shooter’s licence. 

6. All shooting must be carried out in accordance with the 
provisions of the code of practice for the humane shooting 
of kangaroos. 

Private property 
The flow diagram below summarises the management options for 
reducing numbers or damage caused by western grey kangaroos on 
private property, both in and out of the open season shires. 

Shires without an open season 
For properties outside the open season area (i.e. local government 
authorities other than those shaded on the map), western grey 
kangaroos may not be destroyed on private property unless the 
landholder or leaseholder has first obtained a Regulation 5 - Damage 
Licence from DEC. 

Before the issue of a Regulation 5 - Damage Licence, it is 
normal practice for a DEC wildlife officer to carry out a property 
inspection to assess the extent of the problem. 
Many areas on the outskirts of Perth and other centres come under 
this category. Conditions four to six above, relating to open season 
shires, will apply once a damage licence is issued. In addition to the 
conditions, approval must be sought from the local police before 
shooting is undertaken and all adjoining neighbours must be notified 
prior to the commencement of a shooting program (which may last 
several days, weeks or months). 

On small holdings, shooting may be permitted only as a one-off, 
short-term measure. Long-term damage reduction methods may be 
suggested to landholders as an alternative to shooting on small 
properties. Repeated shooting in such locations may lead to a 
serious decline in local populations of kangaroos. The use of high-
powered firearms can be dangerous and, as such, lower powered 
firearms may be approved by DEC under certain circumstances. In 
some areas, shooting will not be permitted by DEC or the local 
police, so other control methods must be considered (see the notes 
listed under further reading for damage control options). 

Non-private land 
When western grey kangaroos are found to be in excessive numbers 
on areas other than private land culling may be authorised by DEC, 
subject to the approval of the authority controlling the land 
concerned. 

Licensed professional shooters 
Under the management plan, licensed professional shooters can be 
nominated to assist landholders in the management of western grey 
kangaroos which are causing damage. Landholders who require the 
assistance of a licensed professional shooter should contact the 
nearest DEC office. 

White royalty tags for grey kangaroos will only be allocated to the 
licensed professional shooters who hold a Regulation 6 - Licence to 
Take Kangaroos For Sale. 

Professional shooters are licensed by DEC to shoot kangaroos for 
commercial purposes on a specified private property for a set period. 
They must provide DEC with details of their harvest operations on a 
monthly basis and all animals or animal parts transported or sold to 
licensed kangaroo meat processors must have the applicable royalty 
tag attached. 

Registered refrigeration chiller units 
Chiller units for the initial cold storage of kangaroo carcases must be 
registered with DEC. The person in charge of a chiller unit is required 
to forward a monthly return to DEC and all kangaroos or parts placed 
in the unit must have the applicable royalty tags attached. 

Kangaroo processors 
Processors of kangaroo meat must also be licensed by DEC and 
must forward monthly returns to DEC for carcasses received from 
licensed professional shooters. 

Dealing 
Persons dealing in kangaroo carcases and skins must be licensed by 
DEC and must provide monthly returns to the department. 

Trade 
The interstate export from Western Australia of kangaroo skins and 
meat is subject to the issue of export and import licences by DEC. 
The Australian Government controls the overseas export of wildlife 
and wildlife products from Australia. 

Persons of aboriginal descent 
The Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 provides for persons of 
Aboriginal descent to take kangaroos for food on Crown land when 
that land is not a nature reserve or wildlife sanctuary, for the person 
and their immediate family only. When the Crown land is occupied, 
the consent of the occupier of the land must be obtained prior to 
shooting. Kangaroos taken in this manner must not be sold for 
commercial gain. 

Further reading 
• Fauna note no. 29. Western grey kangaroo. DEC, Western 

Australia. 

• Fauna note no. 32. Fencing and gates to reduce damage 
by kangaroos. DEC, Western Australia. 
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 Further information References 
Contact your local DEC office. Pople, T. and Grigg, G. (1999) Commercial harvesting of Kangaroos 

in Australia. Prepared for Environment Australia. Department of 
Zoology, the University of Queensland. 

See the department’s website for the latest information: 
www.dec.wa.gov.au.

Anonymous (1998). Code of Practice for the Humane Shooting of 
Kangaroos. Environment Australia, Canberra. 
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Options for managing western grey kangaroos on private property. 
 

Limiting food and water. 
Fences and gates. 
Crop location. 
Scaring. 

Obtain advice and 
implement chosen 
option(s). 

Options for reducing numbers or 
excluding western grey kangaroos from 
private property. 

Shooting 

If the landholder is unwilling or unable to carry out the shooting, a licensed professional kangaroo 
shooter or an agent nominated by the landholder may shoot on their behalf. 

Is the property located in a western grey kangaroo open season shire? See map on next page. 

YES NO 

A damage licence must be issued to cover destruction 
on the property. The landholder must obtain a 
Regulation 5 - Damage Licence to shoot western grey 
kangaroos on their property. 

Landholder may shoot western grey kangaroos 
causing damage to primary production on their 
property without the need for a licence. 

NO 

Does the landholder wish to dispose of kangaroos for 
commercial purposes? 

YES NO

Are the kangaroos to be disposed of for commercial 
purposes? 

YES 

Landholder must 
engage a licenced 
professional shooter or 
obtain a Regulation 6 
Licence to take 
kangaroos for Sale. 

No damage licence or royalty tags 
required, carcases must remain on 
the property. 

Landholder must engage a 
licenced professional 
shooter or obtain a 
Regulation 6 Licence to 
take kangaroos for sale. 

No royalty tags 
required but damage 
licence is still 
required. Carcases 
must remain on the 
property. 

Last updated 25 June 2009 
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