







































































































































































































































































12. Industrial Development and
“Growth Potential

The region’s economic activity is diverse and relatively
well balanced. Almost all of the product from the region
is directed to either the Perth metropolitan domestic
market or to export markets. While the region has the
smallest economy in total, it has one of the broadest with
important contributions being made to economic
activity and employment by a variety of sectors.

The economic return from tourism and mining are
likely to expand in the medium term. In the longer term,
growth may also be expected from the fishing,
aquaculture and horticultural industries.

The prospect of strategic industrial development is also
strong, particularly in the North West Cape, where
development associated with quality limestone resources
are proposed and consideration is being given to the
Cape as a site for natural gas related initiatives.

The region’s mining sector makes an important
contribution to the region in both economic and
employment terms. However, the lack of diversity from
this sector is of concern to the region and efforts are
being made to enhance the role played by this sector in
the region’s economy. Production from the region is
almost entirely attributable to salt mining.

The region’s fishing sector provides a rich variety of
seafood to the domestic and international market.
Fishing in the Gascoyne is based on prawns, scallops
and varieties of fish such as snapper, tuna, shark and
mackerel. The catch is also processed in the region:and
this is the region’s principal manufacturing activity.

Infrastructure such as the proposed new boat harbour at
Exmouth will provide improved facilities for the
growing number of recreational fishers who visit the
area. It will also benefit the Exmouth Gulf fishing
industry through the provision of servicing facilities and
safe anchorage in cyclonic conditions. The upgrading of
the airport terminal at Learmonth will enable the
provision of improved export and cold storage facilities
to industries. =2

Additional information on the development of industry
in the Gascoyne Region is contained in Appendix I.

Currently, 1,445 ML of water is utilised in the region for
industrial purposes and includes the mining, fishing and
manufacturing sectors. The water demand for the
industrial sector has been projected and considers only
the known large scale developments which are expected
to require water within the next 5 to 10 years. This
assessment includes the water requirements associated
with the expansion of the salt, gypsum, limestone and
fishing/fish processing industries. The water usage from
the Naval Base is expected to increase as industries take
advantage of the water and infrastructure available
at the base.

The water projections indicate that in 2026 the
industrial water requirements are likely to be about
2,886 ML. This is an estimate based on the best
available knowledge and may need to be reviewed in the
next 5 to 10 years.

Approximately, 191 ML is believed to be used by the
tourism industry in areas remote from the major towns in
the region. The water demand for the tourism industry
(remote from towns) has been projected and considers
only the known large scale developments which are
expected to require water within the next 5 to 10 years.
This assessment includes the water requirements
associated with the expansion of the tourism industry
at Coral Bay, Monkey Mia, Nanga and the North
West Cape.

The water projections indicate that in 2026 the tourism
water requirements are likely to be about 1,663 ML.
This is an estimate based on the best available
knowledge and may need to be reviewed in the next
5 to 10 years.

In 2026, the combined industrial and tourism water
requirements are believed to be approximately 4,549
ML.
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