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circulars and tickets warning all and sundry to beware of the 
Auckland-raw-Wellington coalition, to plump for Otago men 
and secure the seat of the Board for Dunedin; also-advising 
Canterbury chemists to assist Dunedin this time, ami they 
would reciprocate by returning Canterbury members the fol­
lowing election. Auckland, on the other hand, issued a circular- 
ticket naming a representative seven, of which Auckland had 
four (to form a quorum), and urged that “ Dunedin had taken 
no interest in tire work of pharmacy other than to thwart and 
destroy.” They (Auckland) claimed consideration because 
they intended “ to keep alive the best interests of pharmacy in 
the future.”

The struggle in the Pharmacy Board election was centred 
the question as to whether Auckland or Dunedin was to 

possess the head office of the Pharmacy Board for the next 
rec years. Wellington members of the Board were weary of 

the irksome responsibility, that was but poorly appreciated by 
nany for whom they toiled ; consequently, they determined to 
istrilmte the labour, by giving others an opportunity of taking 
a active part in the management of Pharmacy Board matters, 
pon due consideration the Wellington members determined 

iiat the interests of the future of pharmacy would be safer in 
hands of Auckland members, judging, as they naturally 

lOukl, by the amount of co-operation and assistance tendered* 
them in the past. The result of this determination was a 

ioalition bctayccu Wellington and Auckland, and the return of 
our Auckland men, and one each representing Dunedin, 
lnistclmrch, and Wellington.
At the first meeting of the new Board Mr. Graves Aickin, 

who is well known to many in Victoria, was unanimously 
lecled president. He owes this dislietion mainly to the fact 

that he worked cordially and energetically on the old Board.
. II. A. Garland, the secretary to the Hospital Board, lias 
opted the position of Itegistrar. He is not a chemist, but, 

ike your Mr. Shillinglaw, he stands high in the community 
a careful, straightforward business man. The policy of the 
w Board, so far as it is put forward, is in the direction of 

•nciliation and mutual co-operation. They will endeavour 
i break down provincial asperities and jealousy, to promote 
healthy feeling of “ trusting in one another ” and creating' a 
immunity of interests and sympathies. They hope to 

nerate the Pharmaceutical Society, and galvanise it with 
live life. Believing that Dunedin will meet them in a 
dial, friendly spirit and hold out the right hand of good 
owship, the Board means to draw together, as far as plac­
able, the whole of the registered chemists in the colony. 
iey will strive for such practical legislation ns will secure 
jhcr privileges for chemists and better protection for the 
ublic from the acts of ignorant or unscrupulous pretenders.

ing that the heat of contest for place has subsided, it is to 
be hoped that the new Board will be backed up by the generous 

port of the energetic Olngans, and that the standard of 
will be placed on a par with that of Victoria.

first

(Fi'uiit our Own, Corrc.-pomtcul.)
A lecture, entitled “ Pharmacy and Pharmacists,” was 
slivered by Mr. Fred. Wright, in the Technical College Hull, 
0n 23rd January, to a large audience. Mr. Wright said 
N'ut there were two reasons why the public should be informed 
concerning the nature of a druggist’s business. One was that 
“'ey should rightly appreciate the: care and skill and knowledge 
*nich he had to exercise; the other was that people might 
n°t be deceived by those who attempted to impose upon their 
* ulity. There were three divisions in the business. Tire 

was materia medica. A study of this subject enabled the 
1st to choose only those, herbs or leaves that were of 
r quality. It had been suggested by some that the plants 

■uslralia furnished remedies for diseases peculiar to our 
% and climate. If that were the case, the druggists 
din time be able to gather the native and acclimatised 

and acclimatise them, as was the custom in other lauds. 
"l the materials have been selected the druggist then 

Cecdcd to manufacture the various preparations of the 
iopoeia. That was the second division, viz., pharmacy, 

ere his skill in manipulation had to he shown, in order 
the substances on which he operated might be thoroughly 

ffied, and all the medicinal virtue extracted, as, for 
IP> in the case of the preparation of line-lures or

infusions. The third branch of the business was pharma­
ceutical chemistry. .The druggist was not merely a vendor of 
drugs or chemicals. He had to obtain the crude substances 
from the manufacturers and relinc them, so as to render them 
hi. for use as medicines; and in distant parts of the colony, in 
eases of emergency, the chemist should not have to delay until 
a preparation could be obtained from Sydney, but should In- 
able io prepare it in far less time than it could bo procured in 
from a wholesale house.* Even in the matter of dispensin', far 
more skill was necessary than people generally supposed was 
requisite. It was not sullieient to he able to merely put the 
ingredients of a prescription into a bottle, and shake them up 
with the water. Care and judgment and knowledge were as 
necessary in that sphere of the chemist’s work as in others. 
'The Board of Technical Education had established a Depart­
ment of Pharmacy, and intended to afford apprentices and 
students of the business every facility for learning their pro­
fession. It was as important that educated men should 
dispense medicines as it- was that qualified men should 
prescribe them. What was the good of the best advice if the 
drugs were bad? The pharmacist claimed Co-equality with 
the physician. A mistake regarding the drug was as dangerous 
as a mistake regarding the disease. The course of study laid 
down for the aspirant to the degree of expert in pharmacy was 
as severe as that required by many medical schools, and any 
student of the college who obtained that distinction would bo 
fully equipped for a successful- professional careers The 
practice of counter-prescribing by druggists had been brought 
before the public of late. Poor people always turned for relief 
to the druggist, and experience showed that they had not 
applied in vain. There were many complaints which were 
more uncomfortable than dangerous, and it was for eases of 
that kind for which druggists prescribed. lie was convinced 
that the public would refuse to give up a custom which would 
pauperise the people, by compelling them to seek relief from 
charitable institutions, or cause them great suffering for want 
of a little timely Help, for which they could not afford to pay 
a physician’s fee. What was the real remedy? Surely (the 
lecturer said) it was to make the technical education of a 
druggist of such a nature as to qualify him for that work. The 
facilities for gaining the knowledge were now within his 
reach, and the Pharmaceutical Society was rendering its 
examinations so severe that a course of study was absolutely 
necessary before a man could obtain license to sell poisons. 
Shop experience and private 'study would not avail unless 
supplemented by attendance at lectures given by a recognised 
and duly appointed lecturer. In conblusion, Mr. Wright 
appealed to His hearers to give to the pharmacist the 
honour that was his due, and asked the profession to accord to 
him, as instructor of the-Pharmacy Department, their 
sympathy and support in his effor.s to advance their interests. 
The address was received with great attention, and the lecturer 
was frequently applauded. '

The quarterly examination of tiro Pharmaceutical Society 
was held at the oliice of the Board of Pharmacy on the 23rd 
January, and in the evening an address on pharmacy, with 
special reference to pharmaceutical education, was delivered 
in the Technical College Hall by the society’s lecturer, Mr. 
Fred. Wright, who has been appointed instructor of the depart­
ment of pharmacy in connection with that institution. Inas­
much as public attention has recently been called to the 
business of chemists and. druggists in connection with the 
Medical Bill, Mr. Wright's lecture is especially interesting to 
the general public as well as the pharmaceutical chemists.

ts/.
NOTES ON LEGUMINOUS POISON-PLANTS OF 

SOUTJl-WESTEUN AUSTRALIA.
By Bahon vox Muku.hu, K.C.M.G., M. A Pji.1)., F.ll.S. 

AniiK.uiY on former occasions reference has been made in these 
pages to some poison-plants of the sub-order Podalyrieuc, 
notably species of Gaslrolobium, i.xylobium, Gompliolobium 
and Isotropis. At the instance of the writer of these lines, the 
foliage of Gaslrolobium bilobiun, one of the worst of the 
poison-bushes of Western Australia, was, in 18(1(1, subjected 
to analysis by Dr. II. Fraas, in the famous chemical 
laboratory of Prof. Witlstein, of Munich. The results were 
published at the time (Ucber die Giftwiesen, pp. Ill), hut failed 
to throw light on the, at least under particular circumstances, 
highly deleterious effect exercised by these innocent-looking 
Lcguminosiic on pasture-animals. Whether possibly the
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active principle—which evidently is not alkaloid, but possibly 
volatih—is to he sought in any hacterian organism (such 
as contained in the seeds of Ahrus, and now known through 
the researches of I’rof. llilgcr to produce fermentive inllani- 
mation) or is traceable to .some other as yet entirely obscure 
cause, requires still to lie investigated. .Researches in this 
direction should not only be carried out for the benefit of 
general toxicology, but also for special therapy. In the 
progress of settlement, even through the scrubby regions of 
Western Australia, tile poison-bushes will likely become subdued 
also, whether it be by the steam-plough, followed bv sowing 
of perennial grasses and fodder-herbs, or by mere mechanical 
grubbing, or by repeated burning:- whether by the application 
of saline water from the sea or lagoons in proximity, or by 
the use of liquids from gas-factories, or by any other means. 
The number of poison-plants in the region indicated is 
considerable, and not all arc of shrubby growth, the species of 
Isotropis being herbaceous. To the latter one more is added 
descriptively on this occasion, though it may not be dele­
terious, ami will, on account of its rarity and smallness, not 
likely be dangerous. It comes from Central Australia.

/so/m/n's U'iiiiii'c.hci.—Dwarf, much branched, closely 
appressi d-hairy; leaves jointed to the slender and rather 
long stalk, lanceolar-ohlong, above glabrous and concave or 
channelled; stipules and bracts narrow, semilanceoLir; bracte- 
olcs almost linear, acuteracemes on comparatively short 
stalks, few-flowered ; stalklcts from hardly longer than the 
calyx to twice as long; the latter thinly silky-tomentoso, 
its lobes not acuminated ; petals when dry upwards violet- 
coloured, subtle-streaked, the upper petal somewhat longer 
than the others ; anthers hardly three times as long as broad ; 
ovary gradually attenuated into the short style; ovules about 
ton ; pod short-downy, narrow, long-pointed.

Towards Eyre’s Creek ; Ch. Winnccke, Esq.
This species approaches nearest to I. Wheclcri, hut the 

leaves are broader and provided with longer stalks, the 
Bowers are smaller with petals of darker colour, and the pods 
are more slender, resembling those of I. striata, hut are 
longer-pointed than those of any congener.

there arc difficulties in tho way—so there were in start­
ing the association, for who, at its inception, would have, 

! guaranteed its existence, till now ; so take courage from the past, 
ye JJallarat pharmacists, and a little further counsel and 
kindly consideration for others will liberalise still more our 
ideas and smooth down our fancied objections to this so very 
necessary and desirable an innovation. For the encourage­
ment of our brother pharmacists in other places we would like 
to remind them that, as a body, wc arc neither more sweetly 
amiable or frowningly severe than they are, but at our meetings 
we get to know each other better, and thus do we get our little 
angles imperceptibly rounded off, until in time we forget wc 
had any such obstacles to good fellowship, and so wc commend 
you all to follow our example.

THE BALLARAT CHEMISTS’ ASSOCIATION.
A wkmj-attknDi;i> and enthusiastic meeting of the members o1 
this associat ion was held on Wednesday, the Kith January, for the 
mrposc of receiving and adopting the annual report, and electing 
iliicors for the ensuing twelve months. The report congratu­

lated members on the good attendance at tho monthly meet­
ings, and the kindly feelings and good fellowship displayed by 
all its members. These meetings were now looked forward to 
quite as much for the. pleasure of a social rc-union as for the 
many business advantages derived therefrom.

The old price list had lately been revised, and a new one 
issued, in consequence of a few desired alterations that were 

"necessary, and (ho addition of others to it; and it is par­
ticularly gratifying to note and place on record that the list 
Juul been found to work splendidly, giving to members that 
necessary confidence iu each other's transactions with the 
public which,' for want of such a medium, lias no doubt 
embittered the minds of fellow-pharmacists for centuries, 
Creating an insuperable barrier to that intercourse with each 
other which is so extremely desirable, and found tq be 
mutually profitable.

The Friday half-holiday movement has been well and faith­
fully observed, and as tho public had now become educated to 
the innovation—-thanks to the medical profession, who have so 

H'dially assisted the hard-worked pharmacists in obtaining 
|ucl sustaining the privilege—there cannot now be any longer 
a doubt as to tho continuance of this desirable boon. The 

lowing gentlemen were elected to conduct the business of the 
Delation for the ensuing twelve months Messrs. Cornell 

|as president), Blooro (vice-president), King (treasurer), and 
ott (secretary). Votes of thanks were most heartily given 

to and acknowledged by the retiring office-bearers, and 
juigcnicnls were then made for the celebration of the 
Delation's fourth anniversary on the 1st of February, by 

; a picnic at that delightful little bit of scenery, the 
Drabool waterfalls. A vote of thanks to the. chair closed 

toe meeting. Great as the success has undoubtedly been in 
me conduct oi the affairs of this association, wc still hope 
j0 ,8ce its usefulness increased and success further developed 
N Hs attempting, during the ensuing winter months, 
to shorten the hours of closing shops to 8 p.m. We know

Cjikmists’ Association Picnic.
The fourth annual celebration of the Ballarat Chemists’ 

Association took place on 1st February, a picnic being held 
at Moorabool Falls. The Pharmacy Board and medical 
fraternity were represented, and nearly all the chemists 
were present, with their wives and families, making in all a 
party of forty or forty-live. The party left the Post Office at 

a.m., and were conveyed in Cobh’s coach, a drag, and other 
private vehicles, to a beautiful spot close to the falls, tho 
drive being most enjoyable. After a short delay, a substantial 
repast was spread by Host M‘In tyre, and done ample justice to 
by all, the long drive, as usual, acting as a most efficient 
tonic. At the conclusion of the meal the following toasts were 
proposed:—“ The Success of the Chemists’ Association,” by 
Dr. Whifcombc, responded to by Mr. Cornell, the president; 
“ The Medical Fraternity,” by Mr. Blind, who said the success 
of the association was, in a great measure, due to 
the harmonious feeling existing between medicos and 
chemists, and such unanimity was without precedent. Mr. 
.Macgowan, the former secretary of the association, was 
present from Melbourne, and expressed great pleasure 
in finding the association (of which he was one of the 
promoters) still so strong, and he trusted it would continue so, 
and be an example to other cities. The health of the visitors 
was proposed by l)r. Usher, in kindly terms, and responded to 
by Mr. M. Browne (of Rocke, Tompsitt and Co.). The toasts 
wound up with the usual one to the ladies, proposed in a very 
happy speech by the vice-president (Mr. Bloorc), and responded 
to by Mr'Scott. The party then separated to the various 
amusements which pleased them best. Some to sport inclined, 
tried the stream for trout, others did a little shooting but with 
indifferent success. All the usual games indulged in at picnics 
were tried, the falls explored, and, after a thorough afternoon’s 
enjoyment, at live p.m. the tea bell sounded, much to the joy 
of the ladies especially, who certainly did relish their cup of 
tea after their unusual exertions. The evening being beauti­
fully line, the drive homo was pleasant, winding up one of the 
most enjoyable re-unions the chemists have yet had.

VICTORIAN CHEMISTS’ ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION. 
Tun ordinary monthly meeting of the above was held at the 
F.M.I. Ilall, Russell-street, on Wednesday, 30th ult.; Mr. F. 
W. White, president, in the chair, and there was a large 
number of members present.

A letter was received from the Shops Commission, stating that 
they would he pleased to receive delegates from the association 
to give evidence re hours of labour of chemists’ assistants, and 
Messrs. Bird, Bartlett, Bilton, anil Crcelman were appointed 
to appear before them on tho 8th February.

It was decided, after some discussion rc answers to adver­
tisements for rooms, that the present hall be engaged for two 
months' on trial, but that the secretary should write to the 
Pharmaceutical Society and ascertain if a room could be 
obtained at their new School of Pharmacy. It was also 
arranged to hold two extra meetings in thouhontli, to be purely 
of a social character, to consist of songs, recitations, papers, etc., 
and members were urged to contribute to the evening’s amuse­
ment ; the first of these meetings to be held on Gth February.

Mr. Nicman having sent in his resignation as member of 
committee, it was received with regret, and Mr. F. J. Bartlett 
elected in his place.

A number of new members were elected, and Messrs. 
Anderson and Moss elected honorary members.

After the transaction of some routine business the meeting 
terminated.


