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i /\'UTE‘.‘.‘S ON LEGUMINOUS POISON-PLANTS OF

| SOUTH-WESTELN AUSTRALIA.

} DBy Banoxy vox Murnner, X.CAL.G., M. & D, TLR.S.

P Anany on former ocewsions velevence has becnwmade in these
[pages Lo some poison-plants of the sub-ovder Vodalyriene,
notibly speeies ol Gastrolobinm, Gxylobinm, Gompliolobium
[and Iautwph At the instance of the writer of these lines, the
l'ulu',:n of Gastrolobium bilobum, one of the worst of the
poison-bushes of Western Australin, wis, in 1866, subjeeted
:Lu analysis by Do . Draas, in the fumous  ehemical
laborvatory of Prof. Wittstein, of Munich. ‘The vesults were
publisheéd wb the time (Ueher die Gittwiesen, pp. 149), but failed
| to throw light on the, at least wwder particular circustaneds,
hizhly deleterious effect exercised by these innocent-looking
]_A:*,r,uminus:uz on pastureanimals Whether possibly  the
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active prineiple—which evidently is not alkaloid, but pussibly |
volatile—is lo be soupht in any bacterian organisin (-‘Hclll
as contained in the seeds of Alrus, and now known tivough |
vhe researehes of P'rof. ilger (o piunlnu- formentive inflame |
- madion) or s trecable to some othier as yot entively ohscure |
. cause, requires still to be inves Reseavehes in this |
- diveetion should not only be earrvied out {or the henelit of |
general toxicology, but also for speeial thewapy. In the
progress of settlement, even through the serubby vegions of
Woestern Australin, the ]lni.-aun-lnishc-:- will likely beeome subnlued
also, whether it be by the steam-plough, followed by sowing
of perennial grasses and  fodder-herbs, or by mere mechanieal |
nmhlun;:, or by vepeated burning: whether by the application
of saline water from the sen or lagoons in proximity, or by
the use of liguids from  gas-lactories, or by any other means.
The mumber of poison-plants in the region indicaicd is
considerable, and not all are of shrubby growth, the species of
Lzotropis being herbaecous.  To the latter one more is added
descriptively on this ocension, though it may not be dele-
terious, and will, on account of its ravity and smalliess, not
likely be dungerous, 1t comes from Central Australia.
Lsotropis  Wineckei,—Dwarf,  mueh  branehed,  closely
appressed-linivy 5 leaves jointed to the slender and vather
Jong stalk, lanceolar-oblong. above glabrous and coucave or
channelleds stipules and braets nnrow, sewilanceeolar; bracte-
oles almost limear, acute; oacemes on eomparatively short
stalks, fow- !.n\\.u'rl stulklets from hawndly longer than the
palyx to iwico as ]un:.:; the Jatter thinly silky-tomentose,
ts Jobes not acuminnted 5 petals when dey apwards violet-
coloured, subtle-streaked, the upper petal somewbat Jonger
Ahan the others; anthers hmrll) three times as long as broad ; ||
ovary wiidually attenuated into the short style; ovules about
ten 3 pod short-downy, narrow, long-pointed. I
Towards Iyre's Creck; Ch. Winnecke, Esi.

This speeies approaches nearest to I Wheeleri, hut the
caves are broader and provided with longer stalks, the
owers are smaller with petals of darker colour, and the pods
e more slender, rvesembling those of L. striata, but are
nger-pointed than those of any congener,




