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Many thanks to Jacquie Milner for editing this newsletter over the past several months, her efforts have been
warmly appreciated. Jacquie has found it necessary to relinquish these duties in order concentrate on her work
and other commitments. Editorship of the newsletter has now been taken over by myself, Bevan Harris. Any
contributions of articles are welcomed, and can either be left at the Observatory office, or e-mailed to me at
bmh@bigpond.com. Thanks also to Jacquie for this month’s “Highlights™ and the feature on star clusters.

Highlights In The Sky

At the start of March only Satum remains easily visible in the evening sky. By mid month it will be setting
during evening twilight and Jupiter will return to the eastern sky, rising in the moming twilight. Keen
observers may like to try and find Mercury low in the evening twilight about this time too, especially on the
11™ of March when it is in conjunction with Mars. This is the last we will see of the red planet for several
months as it moves along keeping behind the Sun.

Venus is shining brilliantly in the moming sky, rising about 3 am. It will reach greatest western elongation
(the furthest it will appear to be to the west of the Sun from the Earth) on March 28" All through March and
April it will be a good time to try and see Venus during the day time. It may help to stand in the shade of a
tree or building that blocks the Sun from your eye during the morning and look overhead, then try to

“defocus” your eyes to infinity. The best day to try this in March is on the 25" when Venus will be only a few
degrees from the Moon.

Perth Observatory Open Day

The Perth Observatory Open Day is to be held in conjunction with the National Science Week and Bickley
Valley Harvest Festival on Sunday 3" May, 1998 from 10.00am to 10. OOpm Volunteers are required to assist
us for 2-4 hour shifts. Please contact Jamie Biggs by Tuesday April 28" if you would like to be involved.

1996 Volunteers

A reminder to all volunteers from the 1996 intake. If you have not yet completed a new volunteer
agreement form, you are urged to do so as soon as possible as the old ones expired on 31" December 1997.
For details, please consult the February newsletter. Please take the time to complete these forms as it serves to
reiterate and reinforce our commitment to each other.

A Hearty Congratulations...

Congratulations are due to the following Night Tour volunteers from the 1997 intake who have recently come
off probation:

Richard de Fonseka, Keith Ford, Marcel Fortsch, Mark Haslam, Lynley Hewitt and Karen Kotze.

Jamie Biggs apologies if he’s omitted anyone. To get off probation a volunteer has to be proficient in the use
of two of the telescopes used in Night Tours, be able to find and acquire at least four targets of interest, and
feel confident in what they are doing on Night Tours. The full-time staff give the volunteer co-ordinator
(Jamie Biggs) feedback on this matter after most tours.

Thanks also to Archiving/Historical programme volunteers Brian Goynich and Tricia Turner for repackaging
the old Astrographic Catalogue plates. This work was urgently required because the original paper covers were
deteriorating. They have now moved on and are assisting the proof reading the latest book of our Honorary
Historian, Mrs Muriel Utting, conceming the Observatory during the period 1940-1962. Unfortunately, I

* cannot report any progress on the long awaited full archiving project - more time is required for planning, as
well as funds for equipment and materials.






