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One of the beauties about Astronomy is that it is still in many ways a somewhat
imprecise science - or shall we say a developing science. Take stellar classifications for instance. Last month in Field
Stop I made mention of a neat little mnemonic which serves as a useful device for remembering the sequence of stellar
classifications. I even gave a variation of “O Be A Fine Girl...” which takes into account the relatively recent
recognition of a separate class of carbon stars.

It seems though, that my sense of self-satisfaction that I had covered all bases was somewhat misplaced, for within days
[ learned that the range of spectral classes can be extended to include both “W” and “L” type stars, which are extremely
hot and extremely cool stars respectively. Additionally, the “S” type stars retain their status as a separate class instead
of being swallowed into the “C” class. This gives the complete range of classes as
WOBAFGKMCSL ~ let’s see a catchy mnemonic for that one! Hmmm... rather than
thinking up gimmicky mnemonics, perhaps [ (or some other generous contributor) should pen
a short description of the spectral classification system for a future issue of this newsletter.

While talking spectral classes, I'm sure you’re all well aware by now that a certain nearby G2-
type star will be eclipsed in rather spectacular style this month, and that Perth Observatory
personnel and guests will be travelling north to “chase the Moon’s shadow”. For those of you
who are unable to make the trek up to the Batavia Coast to witness it first hand, you can still
be there in virtual reality by logging on to one of the webcast sites covering the event.

Swiss eclipse chaser Olivier Staiger, who will be at Greenough with the Perth Observatory
expedition, is providing low bandwidth coverage at <http://eclipse.span.ch>, while the
Japanese Eclipse Live! team <http://www.solar-eclipse.org> will be providing full video
coverage from their observing station in Mullewa.
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Volunteer Rewards (well deserved - but still delayed!)

As well as the Eclipse trip mentioned below, volunteers are entitled to a reward for the assistance they have rendered
the Observatory. The hours have not been tallied to date but it’s hoped that the information will be available for the
next newsletter. Jamie Biggs apologises for this delay.

ASTROfest

Thanks to volunteers Marcel F, John M, Lynley H and all staff who assisted the Observatory's contribution at the
Astrofest. The attendance appears to be increasing each year and estimates this year ranged from 2,100 to 3,000
(depending on how many people were thought to have snuck in for free).

Observatory Summer Lecture

Thanks to all staff who assisted with the conduct of this year's Summer Lecture. Individual volunteers can't be
identified as it appears some did not sign on or off for duty. Remember, for "Field Night"-type duties please sign on in
the Astronomy Field Night registration forms. These are attached to a clipboard, under the Volunteer noticeboard, and
in each of the Observatory's vehicles.

About 140 visitors enjoyed a muiti-faceted talk about the Sun from the Learmonth Solar Observatory's director, Dr
John Kennewell. His competitions and prizes will be a difficult act to follow! The attendance was a bit lower than
normal but appears to be attributable to the Observatory s (not deliberate) inability to generate enough free publicity for
this event.
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Annular Eclipse Training Night - Thursday February 11"

A special training night will be held this Thursday, February 11" in lieu of the usual Monday night (which would
ordinarily have occurred on the 15"). The night will be dedicated to preparation for the annular eclipse on February
16" and will be compulsory for any volunteers who will be involved in the eclipse tours to Greenough.

Our regular telescope practice nights resume from next month, with the next few scheduled dates being March 15",
April 12%, May 10" and June 14™. If you haven’t done so already, would you please mark these in your diary.

Pinhole Cameras for Eclipse Eye Safety

The Lions Eye Institute, in collaboration with the Observatory, has produced simple pinhole cameras in order to
promote solar eclipse eye safety. Please take one, or more and distribute them as appropriate. Also, there are still some
of the Observatory’s Eclipse Eye Safety brochures available for those who would like additional copies.

Sun & Stars Festival - Yanchep National Park (Sunday, February 28" 2-10pm)

Assistance required please.

Yanchep National Park and the Perth Observatory are conducting this fun event in order to highlight our activities as
p well as engaging the participation of other community organisations around Yanchep. This year
there will be a substantial presence from other groups within CALM in order to .
highlight their activities also. The event will be opened by the Hon. Minister for \a
the Environment, Mrs C Edwardes, at 2pm and attendance trends .
suggest that about 4,000 visitors will attend over the day. 3 r
Would volunteers please notify Jamie Biggs if you are available to assist at this
event and enter your name on the AFN roster sheet.







