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Editorial IN THIS ISSUE

The recent passing of the March equinox is an important way-point for southern Ec}itor_ial A
hemisphere observers - it signals the progressively lengthening nights as winter | Fiighlights in the Sky
approaches. Here at Perth Observatory that means it’s coming up to PLANET time, In the Eyepiece ...,

when the galactic centre sweeps majestically overhead and this cutting-edge search Volunteer Trgining N%ghts.: """"" 2
for extra-solar planets gets under way. Astronavigation Practice Nights.. 3
Observatory Open Day ................ 3

Be quick! There's a special lecture announced this month that features the Young | Young Australian of the Year —
Australian of the Year who is an astronomer - no less! Places are VERY limited, | gpecial Lecture..............
so it’s a case of first come - first served if you'd like to hear this young ambassador | yp (Vollies In Print)

of science. Once in a Blue Moon

There’s also another of Russell Porter’s excellent engineering drawings of the Hale Field Stop ..o
200" telescope project presented for your enjoyment. Read on!!

Highlights in the Sky

Mercury, the winged messenger, is well placed as a morning object during the month of April. Located in Pisces near its
border with Aquarius, the planet begins the month rising some one and a half hours ahead of the Sun and steadily increases
its lead until mid-month. On the 14" Mercury will be visible beneath a slender crescent Moon and may even be glimpsed by
the careful observer during daylight as the Moon’s limb passes a scant 0.1° from the planet. [Note : Although the
separation between Mercury and the Sun will be some 27°, extreme caution should be exercised when viewing at
daytime. If possible, use a building, tree or some other obstacle to obscure the Sun frem view.] Mercury reaches
Greatest Elongation West (greatest angular separation from the Sun) on the 16", on which date it will rise two hours and ten
minutes before the Sun. Thereafter Mercury will be seen to gradually descend the morning sky as it falls back toward the
Sun. It passes through Cetus from the 23" 29" before approaching the rising Jupiter at the end of the month.

Venus still dominates the early evening skies, setting slightly before 2000 for the entire month. Beginning in Aries, it passes
into Taurus on the 8" where it will be located some 2 % degrees south of the Pleiades on the 12", The planet will appear
close to the Moon on the 18" and 19" and terminates the month as it prepares to pass between the Bull's horns.

Mars is the only planet available for prime evening viewing during April.
Initially located in the constellation Libra, it rises some ninety minutes after
sunset at the beginning of the month and appears steadily earlier as the month
progresses. The planet crosses into Virgo on 16", on which date it rises
around 1830, and will be visible for the entire night on the 25™ when it is at
opposition. Mars will be close to the Moon on three occasions this month -
on the 3" at the beginning of the month and on the consecutive nights of the
29" and 30™ at the end of the month.

Following conjunction on April 1%, Jupiter will become visible again from
about mid-month in the morning twilight. Asitclimbs away from the Sun in
the latter part of the month, the giant planet will draw near to diminutive
Mercury ahead of a close approach of the two planets in early May.
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ject. Differences observed between the two images provide a reliable measure of “secing” and therefore the
f a particular site for astronomical observing. Arie also showed the plot of a mini-carthquake he had recorded
on the seismograph he has located at the Observatory. The quake's magnitude was around 2.5 on the Richter

aifigation Practice Nights — (7.00pm) Monday 99/04/12 and 99/05/17

Superstar star viewing volunteer Bert Hollebon has kindly offered to share his knowledge of astronavigation with us. All
staff are strongly encouraged to participate in this unique opportunity to learn about this fascinating topic from a person who
has actually used this technique many times in "field" conditions. On April 12th the theory will be
discussed and in the next month (May 17" we will conduct the practical component with Bert's
sextant. Sincere thanks are expressed to Bert for action above and beyond the call of duty. If
you are planning to attend cither of these sessions, would you please notify Greg Lowe on
9293-8255 of your intention.

Unfortunately, we have visitors using the VOF on both these nights so telescope practice will
not be possible (sorry - JB @).

Note that the dates for the next few training nights are:

April 12" May 17* June 14" July 5"
Astronavigation Astronavigation TBA TBA
(theory) (practical)

Observatory Open Day

As announced briefly in last month’s newsletter, there is to be an Observatory Open Day held on Sunday May 2™ (12:00
noon - 5:00 pm) in conjunction with the Bickley Valley Harvest Festival and the National Science Week.

Volunteers are required to assist in operating the solar projection telescope, directing the public around the grounds etc.
Volunteer help will be essential as some permanent staff will not be able to attend. Please register your willingness to help
on the Astronomy Field Night roster sheet (attached to the clipboard under the under the volunteer noticeboard).

Young Australian of the Year — Special Lecture at Perth Observatory Wed 99/05/12 7:30pm

The Australia Day Council has contacted Perth Observatory and organised for Dr Bryan Gaensler, Young Australian of the
Year, to deliver a lecture to university students at the Observatory. At this stage we are unsure of the topic but we have
requested it that it be related to his (recent) experiences in the education system and in particular astronomy education. No
doubt it will be filled with all sorts of astronomical tidbits. Space is limited and the talk is aimed at students, however ten
spaces are available to Perth Observatory volunteers. To reserve your seal, please contact Volunteer Coordinator Jamie
Biggs before Monday 99/05/03. After that date any spare seats will be reallocated to others. Finger food and drinks will be
served after the lecture.

VIP (Vollies In Print)

Congratulations to Jacquie Milner and Bevan Harris, who feature (separately) as authors in the latest issue of “Sky & Space”.
In both instances they write about their experiences during the recent annular eclipse expedition to Greenough.

Once in a Blue Moon

Two full moons occur in Western Australia this month. According to a recent tradition, the second occurrence of a full moon
in the same calendar month is referred to as a "blue moon”. If this use of the term is only a recent phenomenon, the
question begs an answer as to how it came about and just what is the true origin of the phrase “"Once in a blue moon”? The
following article, authored by Philip Hiscock, seeks to explain the term. Originally appearing on Usenet in the
“altusage.english” newsgroup FAQ several years ago, it was reposted to the “sciastro.amatewr” newsgroup earlier this
year. An updated version of the article, from which minor alterations have been drawn, also appeared in the March 1999
issue of “Sky & Telescope” magazine (pp 52-55).






