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Editorial IN THIS ISSUE
A somewhat tardy newsletter this month, I shan’t bore you with the reasons why Editorial ..o L
but I do ask that you accept my sincere apologies (again!). Furthermore the Highlights in the Sky ..........oo... !
“Highlight in the Sky” section is somewhat stunted this month, I guess largely Volunteer Training Nights.......... 2
because the month itself is now stunted. Harvest Festival /

National Science Week................ 2
We have a guest writer in the form of Jacquie Milner, who has contributed a | Young Australian of the Year
report on her trip in March to the South Pacific Star Party. Talking of Jacquie, | Lecture........oooooveevvioeooeoieeen, 2
my response to the closing paragraph in her recent article in Sky & Space | The Drought Breaks .................... 2
magazine was “Too true!” If you haven’t seen it I urge you to do so. She cites | Y2K Upgrade .........coccrveveenn.nn. )
a Leunig cartoon where a father and son are watching the sunrise on television, | Honorary Historian submits PhD
seemingly oblivious to the real event occurring out the window. Food indeed for | Thesis ...o.ooovvoeveiesies oo, 3
thought. Star Viewing Record ..........c.c...... 3
I also give you fair warning — I recently came across a collection of astronomy In’ thje Eyep}ece! """"""""""""""" 3
related poetry on the Internet, so look out for some arcane examples from this IUs Party Timel.....vvmnenn 3
treasure trove in future instances of Field Stop — which is also missing this

month.

Highlights in the Sky

I know that Mars and Venus are up there somewhere, in fact I've
enjoyed watching them while travelling home from work in the
evenings. Venus, in case you haven’t guessed it, is that bright star-
like object visible in the west at dusk. Mars is now very prominent
in the eastern sky after sunset, which is testament to the fact that it is
now past opposition. Jupiter should be an obvious object in the pre-
dawn sky, but I'm never up that early to know, while Saturn should
just now start to become visible after passing through conjunction at
the end of last month. Mercury is heading towards superior
conjunction, so will be soon lost to view in the morning sky. The
other planets (Uranus, Neptune and Pluto) all rise before midnight
now and will be well placed for viewing during the coming winter
months.

The Home Planet X .
For those of you who want to catch an impression of the Earth-Moon

system that is often overlooked, I urge you to check out this month’s
full moon. Do you recall the fat lazy full moon floating low across the northern sky late last spring? If so, then keep
your eyes peeled for the counterpart occurring later this month on the 29" and 30™. On this occasion the full moon will
appear relatively small and higher up in the sky. You'll need to wait until next month for an explanation of this
phenomenon, but if you really can’t wait that long I suggest you look back to the October 1998 issue of this newsletter
for an article entitled The Inconstant Moon.
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Historian submits PhD Thesis

atory Honorary Historian, Mrs Muriel Utting has just submitted her PhD thesis
ion at Murdoch University. The thesis concerns the Perth Observatory work of
Hyman ( ymie) Solomon Spigl, who was Government Astronomer from 1940 t0'1962. We
all trustithe examiners’ reports are favourable.

Superstar Archiving Volunteers Brian Goynich and Tricia Turner have played a major role in
thoroughly proof reading Mrs Utting's latest work and assisting in the creation of an index for it.
Proof reading is most essential for the academic rigour of any thesis. They have also been hard at
work compiling an index of Mrs Utting's four previous works. This will make the information in
these books far more accessible, and when finalised it will be distributed to those already in
possession of the previous works.

Star Viewing Record

A new record was set for the number of star viewing visitors in the month of April. The number of visitors totalled 662,
which is nearly 100 more that the previous April record set in 1997.

Thanks to all Night Tour Volunteers who assisted us achieve this level of service.

In the Eyepiece - NGC 5128

NGC 5128 is a peculiar 7" magnitude galaxy located some 4%4° north of
the massive globular cluster NGC 5139 in the southern constellation
Centaurus. It lies some 15 million light years distant in the M83 group
of galaxies. In visual appearance it is comprised of two semi-circular
light patches sandwiching a dark central lane, and is unmistakably
reminiscent to many of a hamburger. This has prompted it to be
colloquially known as the Hamburger Galaxy — perhaps we should call it
McGalaxy?

The galaxy is easily visible under dark skies with binoculars, but at least
a 100mm telescope is required to reveal its outline and the dark
bifurcating lane of dust. Long exposure photographs reveal it as a giant
elliptical galaxy encircled by a prominent band of dust.

The galaxy is a particularly strong source of radio emissions and is seen FACT

flanked by lobes of apparently ejected matter in radio maps of the

region. These lobes extend many hundreds of light years to each side of

the object. NGC5128 is the strongest source of radio emissions in the que : NGC5128

constellation and as such is designated Centaurus A by radio Type of object : ~ Galaxy

astronomers, It is in fact the nearest radio galaxy and is the strongest Other names : Dunlop 482

radio source in the entire sky. Constellation :  Centaurus
RA: 13h25m17s

Recent studies by the Hubble Space Telescope appear to have confirmed Dec: -43°00'47"

a widely held belief that this object is in fact a collision between two

galaxies. A massive black hole at the core of the parent galaxy is driving Magnitude : 6.8

a feeding frenzy on a (perhaps) smaller spiral galaxy — representing Distance: 15ML.y.

galactic cannibalism at its most spectacular. ) Size: 18.2'x14.5'

. ) , . . iption:
On a curious note, this galaxy’s only known supernova was discovered in Dreyer Description :  1vB,vL,vmE122,

1986 by Australia’s own Rev Robert Evans. bifid

It’s Party Time!

The 7" South Pacific Star Party was held over the weekend of 19-22 March this year. It is hosted by the Astronomical
Society of New South Wales at their site “Wiruna” just out of Ilford. Ilford is a very small town about 70km north of






