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AURORA SIGHTINGS IN PERTH

Hi all. Yes I can confim Dave
Emrich's observations, as there
have been calls to the Obs this
morning about the 3am aurora.

Vic Levis has photos, which he
will display at the Monday vollie
meetings. Also sightings from
Pingelly ( Trvor Keates at the
Pingelly Obs) and from......
Mount Magnet can you believe -
at -28 latitude.

The phenomena was predicted, as

A coronal mass ejection swept past
Earth dunng the early hours of

Nov. 20th and sparked bright
auroras over northern parts of the
United States. At the time of this
writing (1600 UT or 11:00 a.m.
EST) a strong geomagnetic storm
IS In progress.

The interplanetary magnetic field
near Earth has tilted sharply south~
~a conditton which promotes geo-
magnetic actvity. If this conditon
persists, auroras are possible at low
latitudes tonight.

The source of this space weather is
sunspot 484—one of the trio of big
sunspots that caused intense solar
storms last month. Indeed all three

IN THIS ISSUE:

of those active regions are back on
the Earth-facing side of the sun, so
more solar activity is possible in the
days ahead.

Visit Spaceweather.com for more
information and pictures of today's

auroras.

The aurora was also seen from
170km N of Newman -~ -22S !

Astronomy is Looking up !

Peter Birch
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POVG MEETING - MINUTES

Minutes of Meeting Minutes of the Previous

October 20th 2003-10-29 Meeting

Agreed as a true and correct

Meeting Commenced at 7.10 record by L.Martin seconded

by T.Beston
Present. T.Beston. E. Walker.
B.Hollebon. L.Bell.
L.Martin. J.Morris.
D.Emrich. T.Tumer. C.Bell.
G.Lowe. J.Biggs. M.Haslam.
T.Smith. T.Dunn.
D.Alderton. P.Birch. FBilki.
L.Robinson.

Treasurer’s Report.

meeting

General Business

C.Bell and T.Smith to the
meeting.

Apologies. B.Harris.
K.Kotze. A.Williams.

A.McNaughton. J.Bell. with the N.Z Volunteer

No change from the previous

TDunn welcomed B.Tumer

E.Bilki reported on contact

2003/2004 TRAINING NIGHTS SCHEDULE

Training is important for our 2003 2004
volunteers, they enjoy it and we
need to support these staff mem-
bers in return for the assistance
they render.

Generally, these traiming mights
are scheduled for 7pm the Monday
after the week of Last Quarter.

This list is also displayed on the
volunteer noticeboard.

Your cooperation is appreciated.
Jamie Biggs. Govt Astronomer

PHASES OF THE MOON FOR 2003 (WA TIME)

New Moon First Quarter Full Moon Last Quarter
Jan3 04:23 Jan 10 21:15 Jan 18 18:47 Jan25 16:33
Feb 11 08:48 Feb9 19:11 Feb 17 07:51 Feb 24 00:46
Mar 31 00:35 Mar 11 15:15 Mar 18 18:34  Mar 25 09:51
Apr2 03:18 Apr10 07:40 Apr17 03:35 Apr23 20:18
May 01 20:15 May 09 19:53 May 16 11:36 May 23 08:30
May 31 12:20 Jun 08 04:27 Jun 14 19:16 Jun21 22:45
Jun 30 02:38 Jul07 10:32 Jul14 03221 Jul21 15:01
Jul29 14:53 Aug 05 15:27 Aug12 12:48 Aug 20 08:48
Aug 28 01:26 Sep 03 20:34 Sep 11 00:36  Sep 19 03:03
Sep 26 11:09 Oct03 03:09 Oct10 15:27 Oct18 20:31
Oct25 20:50 Nov 01 12:25 Nov 09 09:13 Nov 17 12:15
Nov 24 06:59 Dec 01 01:16 Dec 09 04:37 Dec 17 01:42
Dec 23 17:43 Dec 30 18:03
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Group and and the arrival of

their group newsletters.

G.Lowe went through the
new technique required for
shutting down the 16 inch

Telescope.

There being no further
General Business the meeting
closed at 7.16

SKY EVENTS FOR
DECEMBER

Meteor Showers.

Phoenicids: Nov 28 to Dec 9;
Geminids: Dec 7 to Dec 17.Best
observations are from mid-night to
dawn, looking eastwards.

Comets.

Comet 22P/Kopft

Comet C/2001 HT 50 (Linear-
Neat)

Comet P/1992 Q1 (Brewington)
COMET NEAT (C/2002 V1)
COMET KUDO-FUJIKAWA
(C/2002 X5)

Special Events.

The Mid-Summer Solstice

The Mid-Summer Solstice will
occur at 1500 on Monday
December 22. This is when the
Sun ‘appears’ to stop moving
southward and begins its journey
back towards the Celestial Equator.
At this ime, we, in the southern
hemisphere, experience our
LONGEST day and SHORTEST
night. This effect is caused by the
23 degree tlt of the Earth’s axis.
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