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GOODBYE FROM THE VOLLIEGROUP CHAIR

To Jamie and all the Observatory
staff, and to all our Vollie Group
members, may I wish each and
every one of you a belated *Happy
New Year'.

I'm sorry to have been out of
communication over recent tmes -
both about my personal situation
and about the bone marrow dona-
tion I’ve recently been involved in
- and I hope this will serve to
bring you up to speed with each.

Firstly, the more inspirational
issue. Some of you will know that
I was recently tissue matched with
a young child with a terminal bone
marrow disorder, and asked to
donate some of my own.

The procedure happened in late
November and the news to date is
that signs of rejection in the child
have not so far appeared. They are
cautiously optimistic that my mar-
row may have begun the process of
becoming engrafted already, and
they have sent the little bloke
home to be nursed to avoid him
picking up any infection from
remaining in hospital.

He’s not out of the woods yet,
but it’s looking reasonably hopeful
and positive for him at the
moment. It will be February before
they can determine whether he’s
fully cured, so please keep some

positive vibes happening for him
until then. For those of you who
were aware of this event - thanks
for your interest and concern.

May I even be so bold as to
suggest that some of you might
like to call in at the Red Cross
Blood Bank in Wellington Street
next time you're in town and get
yourself on the bone marrow regis-
ter...? 1 had been on it for maybe
15 years before I ‘got the call’, and
it'’s now made a significant differ-
ence to one little bloke’s prospects
of having a life.

And secondly, my resignation as
Chairnnan of our Vollie Group.
Due to personal circumstances [
am about to return to the UK to
live for the foreseeable future, and
accordingly the January 19 meeting
will be my last as a member.

Thank you Jamie, for your kind
comments in your email advising
the group of this; and thank you to
all of you for your generous sup-
port and participation in the activi-
ties that we’ve jointly undertaken
over the years since we got started
in late 1996.

I've thoroughly enjoyed being a
part of such an illustrious, knowl-
edgeable and good-humoured
group, and not being up there with
you at the telescopes on a cool,

IN THIS ISSUE:

¢clear night will be a big gap in my
life. I wash you all the very best
for your involvement in the Vollie
Group’s future adventures, and my
thanks to all of you for your
friendship and for being such good
company on s0 many occasions.

Kind regards to you all and
goodbye.

SUMMER LECTURE
IN FEBRUARY

PROMISES TO BE
A GOOD ONE

SUMMER LECTURE.
PROF RAY NORRIS
OF ATNF, SYDNEY,

Although the topic is yet
to be announced, Jamie
has seem him ‘in action’
and says he delivers a great
lecture.

Date: Sun 15 Feb, 8pm.
Perth Observatory.

Tickets to the public are
just $5.00.

Please invite or promote
other to attend.
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2003: A YEAR SCARRED
BY COLUMBIA
TRAGEDY

The past 12 months have
seen many historic and trag-
ic moinents i space explo-
ration. From the obvious
impact of the loss of space
shuttle ColumbiaFebruary 1
to the resounding.success of
the maiden Chinese manned
spaceflight in October, space
enthusiasts and industry
insiders alike will have a lot
to remember from 2003.
http://spaceflightnow.com/
news/n0401/01yearinre-
view/

BOEING GETS $1 BIL-
LION SPACE STATION
CONTRACT EXTEN-
SION
NASA has extended a pri-
mary contract for the
- International Space Station
for On-Orbit Acceptance
and Vehicle Sustaining serv—
ices to The Boeing
Company. The basic period
of the cost-plus-award-fee
contract extension is two'
years and niné months with
an estimated value as much
as $1 billion.
http://spaceflightnow.com/
news/n0401/01boeingiss/

ION ENGINE PASSES
 TEST
A new ion propulsion
engine design, one of several
candidate propulsion tech~
nologies under study by
NASA’s Project Prometheus
for possible use on the pro-
posed Jupiter Icy Moons
Orbiter mission, has been
successfully tested by a team
of engineers at NASA's Jet
Propulsion Laboratory.
http://spaceflightnow.com/
news/ii0312/23jimoengine/

SHARP IMAGES OF
SOLAR STORMS

As last October’s solar flares
blossomed into a coronal
mass ejections, scientists at
the National Solar
Observatory used a new set
of instruments to record the
sharpest-ever images of the
heart of the storms.

ASTRO NEWS

http://spaceflightnow.com/
news/n0312/23solarstorm/

BUSH UNVEILS NEW
SPACE INITIATIVE
President Bush ordered a
sharp change of course for
NASA Wednesday, directing
the agency to complete the
space station and retire the

shuttle by 2010 and to begin
development of a new
spacecraft to carry astronauts
back to the moon by the
middle of the next decade.
http://spaceflightnow.com/
news/n0401/14spacepolicy/

Cartoon by Chris Madden
web site.
http://www.goma.demon.c
ouk/

A GHINESE PROVERB.

AIM AT THE MOON

AND You witih HARPOON

AlM AT A FiSH

¢

&
A FiSH.

AND 10U wiLl

HARPOON A FiSH.

$0 Y0U MAY AS WELL
AiM AT THE MOON.,
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Saturday, January 3
NASA Mars rover Spirit lands
on that planet tonight.

Sunday, January 4
Quadrantid meteor shower
peaks. Jupiter is stattonary, 10
am. EST.

Tuesday, January 6
The Moon passes 5° north of
Satum, 7 p.m. EST.

Friday, January 9
Asteroid Ceres is at opposi-
tion, 9 a.m. EST.

Monday, January 12
The Moon passes 3° north of

Jupiter, 6 am. EST.
Asteroid Hebe is at opposi-
tion, 6 p.m. EST.

Saturday, January 24-25
NASA Mars rover
Opportunity lands on that
planet just after Midnight
(12:05 a.m. Jan. 25).

SKY EVENTS FOR.
FEBRUARY 2004
Monday, February 2
Neptune is in conjunction
with the Sun, 4 a.m. EST.
The Moon passes 4° north of
Saturn, 11.p.m. EST.

UPCOMING EVENTS
FOR 2004
January 2004 will be ideal for
viewing Saturn during its clos~
est approach for 35 years.

May 2004 is a very busy
month, not only is the Moon,
Venus, Mars, Jupiter and
Saturn together in the night
sky, but: There will be a total
eclipse of the Moon on 5
May, 2004.

Comet 2001 Q4 NEAT
should becoine a naked eye
comet (but not spectacular) in
the Southern Hemisphere in
May 2004.

Comet 2002 T7 should
also become a naked eye
comet, possibly spectacular, in
the Southern Hemisphere at
around the same time as
Comet 2001 Q4 NEAT.

Venus will transit the Sun
on June 8 2004.

There will be a Blue Moon
on August 30th, 2004.

The Moon will pass in
front of Venus on November
10, 2004.

SKY EVENTS FOR JANUARY 2004

PLANETS:
Mercury Retums to the
morning sky in Januvary. By
the 9th, it is two handspans
above the south eastern hori=
zon, half an hour before sun-
rise. By the 17th, it is three
handspans above the south
eastern horizon, half an hour
before sunrise. On the morn-
ing of the 20th the crescent
Moon will be four finger-
widths above Mercury. By the
end of the Month, Mercury is
two handspans above the
south-castern horizon, and
half an hour before sunrise

Venus is prominent in the
evening sky. On the 1st Venus
is three handspans above the
western horizon, half an hour
after sunset. On the evenings
of the 24th and 25th the cres-
cent Moon will be a handspan
above, and below Venus
respectively. By the end of the
month Venus will remain
three handspans above the
horizon half an hour after sun-~
set.

Earth was at the perihelion,
it’s closest approach to the
Sun, on the 5th.

Mars is fading rapidly, and
almost featurcless in most
small telescopes, despite being
distinctly gibbous. Mars 15 visi-
ble in the western evening
sky, and is the brightest object
in the westemn sky apart from
Venus. On the evening of the
28th the Moon will be two
fingerwidths from from Mars.

Jupiter rises around mid-
night at the beginning of this
month, and by the end of the
month it rises around
10.00pm AEDST. On the 1st
Jupiter is the brightest object
eight handspans above the
northern horizon half an hour
before sunnise. On the morn-
ing of the 13th the waning
Moon will be three finger-
widths below Jupiter. On the
31st Jupiter is the brightest
object three handspans above
the north-eastern horizon at
around midnight.

Saturn is visible high in the
evening sky. On the 1st
Saturn 1s the brightest object
three handspans above the
north-eastern horizon around

10.00 pm AEDST. It is also
about two handspans above
and to the left of the pair of
bright stars Castor and Pollux:

On the 6th and the 7th the
Full Moon will be just over a
handspan from Saturn. By the
end of the month Saturn 1s
high in the northern sky by
10.00 pm AEDST. Saturn is at
opposition on the 1st, and
Saturns rings are the widest
they have been for some time.

This is an excellent
time to lock at Saturn.
http://home.mira.nct/%7Erey
nella/skywatch/ssky.htm

All descriptions here are
based on the view from
Melbourne at 10.00 pm
AEDST {Australian Eastern
Daylight Saving Time) on 1
January and assumes a fairly
level horizon.

Starset occurs progressively
carlier each day, so these
descriptions are valid for 9.00
pm on the 15th and 8.00pm
on the 30th.

Reeaders for Central and
Western time zones should see
roughly the same views at
10.00 pm ACDST and
AWDST.

*Readers in Sydney,
Fremantle and Perth
should add 3 finger widths
to the northein descrip-
tions, and subtract 3 finger
widths to the south.

Facing west, the battered
triangle of Capricom, the
Goat, is 3 handspans left of
west, almost directly on the
horizon. To the right by 3
hand spans and up by two
handspans is Aquarius.

6 handspans up from the
western horizon and three
hand spans to the left is bright
Fomathaut, the main star of
Piscis Austrinus, the southern
fish.

Further off to the left is the
battered cross of Grus the
crane.

The faint constellation of
Cetus, the whale is just below
the zenith stretching from the
west to south-west.

The Zenith is dominated
by the rambling constellation
Erandius, the river, and bright
Achenar, alpha Erandius.
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Achenar is the 9th brightest
star in the sky, and is a blue
supergiant. Epsilon erandi is
notable for being the 10th
closest star to our solar system.
A sun-like star, epsilon erandi
has recently been discovered
to have a dust disk which may
indicate the presence of plan-
ets.

On the castern honizon are
the constellations of hydra,
directly east, and rectangle of
Gemini, 6 handspans to the
left. The bright stars of
Gemini, Castor and Pollux,
will not cleat the Horizon

-until about-an hour later

The constellations of
Taurus, the bull, Orion the
hunter and Canis major,
Orions hunting dog are now
well above the horizon, and
will be magnificent viewing
later in the month, when the
moon has waned.

Directly cast, 8 handspans
from the horizon is Canis
major. The bright white star is
Sirius (alpha Canis Majoris),
the brightest star in the sky.
The constellation of Canis
Majoris has a number of open
clusters that are well worth
exploring with binoculars,
Maost of these lie two
handspan to the right of
Sirius, amongst the V shaped
group of stars that marks the
tail of Canis major. Below
Sirius by two hand spans, and
one handspan to the night is
M47. This cluster is quite nice
in binoculars.

To the left of Sirius by
about four handspans is the
distinctive saucepan shape of
Orions belt. The handle of the
saucepan is Orions sword,
which contains some good
naked eye open clusters, and
the final star in the handle
hosts the famous Orion nebu~
la, which is visibie to the
naked cye under clear skies.
Directly above the handle of
the saucepan is bright Rigel
{beta Orionis). Directly below
the saucepan is the bright red-
dish Betelgeuse (alpha
Ormonis), a red giant star.

To the left of Orions belt
by about 4 handspans 1s
Alderbaran (alpha Taur),
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Minutes of Meeting. Nov 24th 03
Meeting Commenced at 7.05

Present. R.Tonello.R.Boelin.D
Emrich.].Milner. L.Martin.
E.Walker T.Smith. J.Alcroft.
G.Coletti. ].Morris.
D.Aldeson.T.Dunn. S.Schediwy.
T.Beardsmore. L.Robinson.
P.Birch. V.Levis. M.Freeman.
F.Bilki. B.Harris.

Apologics. B.Hollcbon. R.Loncy.
M.Zengerer. T.Beston.
E.Cowlishaw L.Bell. J.Biggs.
V.Smith.

Minutes of the previous meeting.
Agreed as a true and correct record
On the motion of J.Alcroft and

POVG MEETING - MINUTES

F.Bilki.

Treasurer's Report. No change
from the previous meeting. Bank
balanceremains at $210.33

General Business.

1. G.Lowe reported that J.Biggs
was in hospital for a minor opera~
tion, the members wished him a
speedy recovery.

2. B.Harns gave a brief report on
his participation with the Solar
Challenge vehicle.

3. G.Lowe reminded members of

the donation of the iFlamstead Star

Atlas i on display in the Display
Room and reported with regret
that Mr.M.Moffatt, one of the

Donars had recently passed away.

4. He also informed members that
there was now a new Galvanised
Metal Fuse box, that contained the
switches to control the lights In the
Car Park and Toilets.

5. P.Birch stated applications for
Toms position were now closed

and a decision would be finalised
by Christmas.

6. T.Dunn stated that for pesonal
reasons he wished to temporarily
Stand down from the position as
Chairman until after Chnstmas.

There being no further General
Business the meeting closed at 7.20

PHASES OF THE MOON FOR 2004 (WA TIME)

New Moon First Quarter

Full Moon

Feb 20 17:13
Mar 21 06:41
Apr 19 21:21
May 19 12:52
Jun 18 04:27
Jul 17 19:24

Aug 16 09:24

Feb 28 11:24
Mar 29 07:48
Apr 28 01:32
May 27 15:57
Jun 26 03:08
Jui25 11:37

Aug 23 18:12

Sep 14 22:29  Sep 21 23:53
Oct 14 10:48  Oct 21 05:59
Nov 12 22:27 Nov 19 13:50
Dec 12 09:29 Dec 19 00:40
heepfiwwew.wa govaulperthobs/pcSmn03 hem

Mar 7 07:14  Mar 14 05:01
Apr 5 19:03  Apr12 11:46
May 5 04:33 May 11 19:04
Jun 3 12:19 Jun 10 04:02
Jul 2 19:09 Jul 9 15:33
Aug 1 02:05 Aug 8 06:01
Aug 30 10:22  Sep 6 23:10
Sep28 21:09 Oct 6 18:12
Oct 28 11:07 Nov 5 13:53
Nov 27 04:07 Dec 5 08:53
Dec 26 23:06

DON’T MISS

the SUMMER LECTURE

PROF RAY NORRIS of ATNF, Sydney,
Date: Sun 15 Feb, 8pm. Perth Observatory.

Tickets to the public are just $5.00.
Please invite or promote other to attend.

2004 VOLUNTEER
TRAINING/MEETING
NIGHTS

Training is important for
our volunteers, they enjoy it
and we need to support these
staff members in return for
the assistance they render.

Generally, these training
nights are scheduled for 7pm
the Monday after the week of
Last Quarter.

This list 1s also displayed
on the volunteer noticeboard.

Your cooperation is appre~
ciated. Jamie Biggs. Govt
Astronomer

2004 .

Jan 19
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