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HIGHLIGHTS

e New annual star-viewing atten-
dance record.

e Construction and implementa-
tion of an Internet sky camera.

» Internet broadcast of the transit
of Venus.

» Three new supernovae discov-

ered.

Outcome achieved by Astronomical infor-
mation and services for the benefit of the
community.

Output description

Providing public information and aware-
ness directly beneficial to the WA communi-
ty, and contributing to scientific research in
astronogmy by cooperating with national
and international institutions in the acqui-
sition, analysis, inferpretation and dissemi-
nation of information.

Observatory activities during 20032004
remained focused on its three core functions
of education and public outreach, informa-
tion services and research. Some areas expe-
rienced significant improvement, while oth-
ers continued with relatively steady

output or increased capability.

In 20032004 2 new star-viewing atten-
dance record of 7,246 was achieved. This
accomplishment was mainly the result of
significant public interest in the two-month
period that recurs about every 15 years,
when Mars is relatively close to the sun and
significantly larger and brighter than usual.
These Mars viewing sessions were conducted
towards the end of winter 2003 and includ-
ed an up-to-date computer presentation.
The Observatory’s display room was modi-
fied to house a mode! of the Martian land-

scape o complement the
special viewing sessions.

Star viewing was provided to rural and met-
ropolitan schools and communities. In
total, more than 1,520 people viewed the
stars with Observatory telescopes transported
to their locality for ane of 19 “astronomy
field nights’ conducted during the financial
year.

Observatory staff also conducted 49 lectures
to a total audience of 1,283 people. These
lectures included a basic astronomy

course conducted off-site, an Honours-level
astrophysics course at Curtin University and
a multidisciplinary first-year course con-
taining a large component of astronomy at
the University of WA. Three university stu-
dents were supervised in theis research proj-
ects.

Public awareness of the Observatory
remained high. In 2003-2004 the number
of people who visited, phoned for informa-
tion (22,511 calks), atiended talks or
astropony field nights totalled 35,068 com-
pared to 26,240 in 2001-2002. Observatory
staff informed the public of astronomical
events in 82 radio and two television inter-
views, and 63 newspaper asticles. A signifi-
cant portion of this media interaction con-
cemed the opposition of Mars in August
2003, the lunar eclipse of 5 May 2004 and
the transit of Venus on 8 June 2004.
Observatory visitors' satisfaction remained
high as in previous years with 98 per cent

satisfied with both their visit and the educa- -

tional quality of the services in which they
participated. Volunteers again most ably
assisted permanent staff in many activities,
notably the star viewing

nights, archiving and at displays. Volunteer
assistance totalled 0.8 FTEs in 20032004
and continued to make an important con-
tribution to the Observatory output.

Anew initiative in Observatory astronomy
service provision was the establishment of
an Intemnet sky camera. This instrument,
built in the Observatory workshop, operated
from the roof of the Observatory’s main
building and acquired a wide-angle image
of the night sky every 15 minutes. These
images were forwarded to the Observatory
website where they could be accessed by the
public. This generated significant commu-
nity interest and has the added advantage of
being accessible to the disabled who can
actually view what is visible in the

sky from their home. This project will be
developed in the future as resources allow

On 8 June 2004, the planet Venus passed in
front of the sun (called a transit). This
event was well publicised because of its his-
torical association with Captain James Cook
and his voyage that discovered eastern
Australia,

The Internet system developed for

the sky camera was employed in the day-
time for this project. Images of the sun
(with Venus superimposed) were acquired
by the Observatory’s solar telescope at
around one-minute intervals.

These images were made accessible on the
Observatory’s website and also transferred to
Swinburne University in Victoria. There was
great public demand on the Internet for
access to the live images from the
Observatory. In total, this resulted in about
30Gb of Intemet traffic for the Observatory’s
city internet service provider from the
approximately 300 images (that totalled
15Mb) acquired during the event.
Automation of the telephone accounting
systemn used to tally the number

of telephone calls led to a more accurate
measure of incoming telephone calls, the
vast majority of which concerned requests
for astronomy information or enquiries
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Perth Observatory Volunteer Group Inc.
MINUTES OF MEETING NOV 8th 2004.

Present.

JAlcroft. E Walker ] Biggs. G.Lowe.
AWilliams. TBeston. D.Emrich. R.Tanello.
T.Beardsmore. L.Robinson. K Ford.

D. Alderson B Harris | Morris.

Apologies.

M Freeman. L. Martin. G.Coletti. ].Bell.
R.Boelen. M Haslam. A Mcnaughton.
J Milner. M Zengerer

Confirmation of Minuges.

It was agreed that the minutes were a true
and correct record Moved D.Alderson. sec-
onded L.Robinson.

Business arising from the Minutes,

POVG MINUTES

J Biggs reported that to follow on from the
previous meeting where there was discus-
sion regarding the possibility of obtaining
Lottery Commission Funds to cover

the cost of maintenance on the Astrograph
Dome , it now appeased that a prior require-
ment was to obtain a Conservation Plan for
the whole Observatory. With this in hand an
application 1o the Lotteries Commission for
Conservation funds could be successful.

Treasurer’s Report.

B.Harris stated that there was no change to
the financial position s tabled last month,
but that the $9.00 Banks Fees debit would
have to stand as we had exceeded our 15
free transactions per month.

General Business.
J-Biggs told members that the 2005 Almanac

had been delivered and ail members should
obtain a copy , and to indicate on their time
sheet that they had done so.

- 15 Applications had been recefved follow-
ing the Advertisement for new Volunteers,
the close off date was the end of the present
week, following that the applicants would be
interviewed and selected.

- K Fords suggestion that the fastening of
one of the hand held Lasers to the top of the
Calver telescope would make it much easier
to locate even faint objects , started much
discussion , with the concensus being that it
was worth trying.

There being no further
General Business the meeting closed at

7.40pm. Next Meeting December 61

NEW CRIMINAL SCREENING LAW TO PROTECT

CHILDREN FROM ABUSE

Community Development Minister Sheila
McHale has welcomed the passing of the
"Working with Children - Criminal Record
Checking Bill 2004' by State Parliament.

The new law will ensure checking of crimi-
nal convictions and all relevant past and
pending criminal charges of anyone work-
ing with or volunteering to work with chil-
dren.

“This law is the toughest in the nation and
s essential in protecting children against
possible sexual abuse or harm by employ-
ees, volunteers or others entrusted with their
care,” Ms McHale said.

The Minister said the new law would check
all employees and volunteers coming into
close or regular contact with children -
across private, not-for-profit, religious,
Government and woluntary sector organisa-

PHASES OF THE MOON FOR 2004

New Moon First Quarter
Jan 22 0505 Jan 29 1403
Feb 20 17:18 Feb2g8 1124
Mar 21 0641 Mar 29 0748
Apr 19 21:21 Apr 28 01:32
May 19 1252  May 27 1557
Jun 18 0427 Jun 26 0308
Jul17 1924 Jul 25 11:37
Aug 16 0924  Aug 23 18:12
Sep 14 22:29  Sep 21 2353
Oct 14 10:48 Oct 21 0559
Nov 12 2227  Nov 19 1350

Dec 12 09:20

Dec 19 0040
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Full Moon

Jan 7 23:40
Feb 6 16:47
Mar 7 0714
Apr 5 19:03
May 5 04:33
Jun 3 12149
Jul 2 1909

Aug 1 0205
Aug 30 10:22
Sep 28 21.09
Oct 28 11:07
Nov 27 0407

Dec 26 23.06

Last Quarter
Jan 15 12:46
Feb 13 21:40
Mar 14 0501
Apr 12 11:46
May 11 1904
Jun 10 04:02
Jul 9 15:33
Aug 8 0601
Sep 6 23:10
Oct 6 18:12
Nov 5 1353
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tions. The new requirements would be
phased in with the law to take effect from
January 1, 2006, preceded by 2 comprehen-
sive community education campaign.
Government of Western Australia

Media Statement

The Hon. Sheila McHale MLA

Minister for Community Development,
Women's Interests, Seniors and Youth;
Disability Services; Culture and the Arts
27/11/04

HAVE YOU
JOINED THE POVG
NEWSGROUP YET?

If you've got any news,
information or pics post them on the
newsgroup.

To join simply send your email
address o Bevan Harris at:
ngc2070@bigpond.com

To unsubscribe send an email to:
perthobsvollies-
unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com.au

To modify your subscription, visit
the group website at:
http//au.groups.yahoo.com/
mygroups
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